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Vern Schuppan wins final Rothmans F5000 race 
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Support for F3 


Avrosrort has, for a number of weeks now, been champion- 
ing the cause of Formula 3 and pressing for more recognition 
of the formula which we felt filled a very necessary gap in 
the structure of motor sport. 

It was with great satisfaction that we received an 
announcement from Silverstone Circuits this week saying that 
they would be running a full International F3 race as a sup- 
porting event to the John Player Grand Prix in July next 
year. It will be sponsored by no less a body than the Formula 
1 Constructors’ Association. 

The Association have agreed to put up £2,500 prize money. 
This, of course, is an unprecedented step. Being cynical for 
a moment, it is usually the Constructors who are after 
money from the circuits. People may say that the constru 
tors will gain from this in that they will sell more cars. That 
may well be true but only two members of the Association 
did not have anything to say at the meeting as they were not 
present, these being Shadow and BRM. Ferrari, who obvi- 
ously have no vested interest, were reported to be “ roaring 
with approval” at the idea. 

The Association have made it quite plain in the announce- 
ment why they are making this move. “ We are concerned at 
the lack of F3 racing. We regard it as an essential first step 
for Fl drivers and believe it should be encouraged in every 
possible way.” 

In addition to sponsoring the Silverstone race the Asso- 
ciation is requesting that the CSI makes every effort to 
ensure that F3 supports every European GP next year. 

This really is a tremendous boost for F3 which has suf- 
fered terribly this year due to there being no International 
championship. Competitors who have turned to more expen- 
sive formulae, have found that they are not getting the right 
sort of experience, while obviously the Fl team managers, 
who they are out to impress, have not seen a junior class of 
racing which they feel gives their sort of driver the right 
training. 

This has been the first year without an International F3 
championship and the absence has been greatly missed. 
Now we have one major race scheduled for next year and the 
possibility of others, certainly at Monaco and possibly 
Sweden. We hope the CSI will instigate an official champion- 
ship. The European Cup, always an F3 trophy, is sitting in 
Paris currently unaccounted for. Why not revive it for the 
championship based on supporting races at all the GPs? 

We hear that no domestic F3 championship has been 
planned for this country next year as promoters claim it 
doesn’t attract the spectators. They also tell us that there 
is no shortage of sponsors for championships, so can one of 
them be channelled towards F3? We are not advocating the 
dropping of any other formula. That isn’t necessary. What is 
necessary is that we have a formula where British drivers 
have the chance. to make a name for themselves against 
their European counterparts who are currently attracting 
all the right sort of recognition. 


our cover picture 
Vern Schuppan put in a faultless drive at Brands Hatch last Sunday in 
the third VDS Chevron to win the final round of the Rothmans F5000 
championship. ‘Peete'" Gerry Streom 
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Halcyon days of F3 at Silverstone with Kottulinsky leading Maskell, 


Hunt, Bond, Vandervell and Purley 


F1 support for F3 


Tremendous news came from 
Silverstone this week when they 
announced that they will be run- 
ning a major — international 
Formula 3 race at the John Player 
Grand Prix next year, sponsored 
by the Fl Constructors" Associa 
tion, 

‘The Constructors Association 
comment on their move was, “we 
fare concerned at the lack of F3 
racing. We regard this formula 
4s an essential frst step for 
future FI drivers and we believe 
it should be encouraged in every 
possible way. Apart from allowing 
team managers to see drivers 


from many countries competing 
directly against one another, it 
enables the drivers to learn’ all 
the main international circuits.” 


To encourage the re-emergence 
of F3 as the premier international 
formula for young drivers, the Fl 
Constructors’ Association’ is put- 
ting up a handsome prize fund 
of £2,800 for the race on July 19. 

In addition to this race at 
Silverstone, FICA Is asking the 
CSI to do everything in its power 
to ensure the supporting race at 
each International GP in Europe 
next year Is for F3. 


John Player’s future 


No doubt many people will have 
Seen the hysterical outburst by 
the Daily Express ‘ast Frida 
concerning the future of Grand 
Prix racing. The basis of this 
very harmful article. was a 
rumour that Players were pulling 
out of racing along with the fact 
that Rothmans and Yardley were 
doing the same. The latter two 
companies have let it be known 
for many months that they would 
be pulling out, not for economic 
reasons, but because they. feel 
that for the moment they have 
exhausted the avenues open to 


them in motor sport. Rothmans 
have in fact been in the sport 
for 15 years while Yardley 


originally only came in for three 
years and stayed for five. That, we 
feel, is testimony to the strength 
of motor racing not a reason to 
say the sport is on its knees. 

The story also indicated that 
Embassy were withdrawing their 
support from Graham Hill, which 
has been strongly denied. “We 
intend to honour our contract.” 

‘On the Players front, there 
undoubtedly some activity but 
ere is nothing to signify that 
Lotus will be without support 
from Players in one form or 
another. 

‘A _tival tobacco company did 
inform us last week that they had 
noticed that Players in Notting- 
ham would not be supporting 
Lotus although they would be 
supporting the Formula Atlantic 
championship and the British 
Grand Prix next year. 
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‘This decision was taken a week 
ago last Friday. It seems almost 
certain that the money for the 
FI effort with Lotus next year 
will come from Imperial Tobacco 
International Ltd, a marketing 
company formed towards the end 
of 1973 when British American 
Tobacco, who handled Players 
brands in Europe, was split up. 
Representatives of the new com: 
pany have been to a number of 
Grands Prix in Europe this year 
to weigh up the scene and it is 
reported that they were most 
impressed. 


‘An announcement about the 
details of the Players/Lotus tie-up 
is expected in » mid-November. 
Players of course have backed 
Lotus since 1968 in Gold Leaf 
guise and then for 1972, they 
Changed to the black and gold 
John Player Special colours. 
Geoffrey Kent, marketing director 
of John Player and Son, said at 
the announcement of the JPS 
earlier this year chat he hoped 
that the relationship | would 
continue for another three years 
although there would be an 
annual review. It would be most 
unlikely that they would back out 
at such a late stage leaving Lotus 
just six weeks to find something 
else prior to the first GP of the 
year. It will be remembered that 
the announcement of the JPS deal 
was made successfully in Novem. 
ber. We expect that this 
November's announcement will be 
equally as exciting. 


edited by Chris Witty 


Matra to quit sports cars... 


When we spoke to Francois 
Migault last week, the Frenchman 
having come over to test one 
of the Embassy Fl Lolas, he 
informed us that he thought it 
was very doubtful if Matra were 
going to contest next year's 
World Championship of Makes. 
He added that he thought they 
would just take part at Le Mans, 
Dike they had in 1972 

Further investigations have 
uncovered concentrated work 
a development chassis of the 
MS120D which Chris Amon last 
drove for them back in 1972 while 
even further development of their 
current V12 is still underway at 
Velizy 

The decision of Jean-Pierre 
Beltoise to quit Fl we feel could 
be a “red herring" but only time 
will tell, Last’ weekend, Matra 


There is growing doubt that Matra won't contest next 


called together some of their 
Grivers but we have no details of 
what was talked about 

‘Jean-Luc Lagedere, the boss of 
Matra, has always been adamant 
that they are not interested in 
Fl_and that with their marriage 
to Chrysler Simca, he emphasised 
that sports cars’ are of prime 
importance, However, early morn. 
ing news broadcasts on Tuesday 
announced that Simca had split 
their racing activities with 
Matra. As. they are reputed 
to be involved to the financial 
sum" of around £50,000, it 
Wouldn't seem difficult to’ find 
the extra money from someone 
like Gitanes who, we hear, spon. 
sor the team ina similar way to 
John Player, But do they want 
to ? On paper all directions point 
to Pl. Now we must wai 


rs World 


Championship of Makes with their all-conquering MS670C. 


... and may Gitanes go F1 ? 


We're aware of the strong 
rumours in France that Matra 
Wit not contest” next year's 
World Championship of Makes 
Ie 'seems that the company 
will only be taking in Le 
Mans. This is probably due to 
the French fuel crisis as much as 
anything. 

If this does happen, and it does 
seem very likely, it is expected 
that Gitanes, Matta’s sponsor this 


year, will bach Jean-Pierre 
Beltoise in Fl. We have heard 
his name mentioned in connection 
with a highly competitive private 
team who are currently searching 
for sponsorship for their much 
respected number one driver. The 
addition of JPR. and  Gitanes 
could be just what they need. The 
team manager just smiled when 
We noted he was smoking Gitanes 
at Brands Hatch last Sunday. 


When the new 
Bra: 


ot the 


‘Ring, was nominated as 


== 


Fittipaldi Fl_was 
lion FI protege Alex Ribiero, 


‘announced in Brasilia last week, 
Seen here talking to. Emerson 
reserve driver for next year 


Pit and Paddock 


Amon’s F5000 March 


Having finally abandoned his own 
Formula 1 plans and ready to 
admit that” his own _ Gordon 
Fowell-designed Grand Prix car 
was not terribly successful, Chris 
Amon is about to embark on a 
whole new area of motor racing 
which has interested him greatly 
of late. That's F5000, 

‘Amon had quite a lonj 
with David Hobbs at the Italian 
Grand Prix and the pair of them 
discussed the American F5000 
series at great length. It was more 
or less decided by the perpetually 
unlucky New. Zealander to 
organise an F5000 programme for 
next year. 

‘As far as we know, he has 
come {0 an arrangement with 
March Engineering to run a full 
works F5000 effort in 1975 on 
both sides of the Atlantic, March 
themselves are very anxious to 
got into” the  F5000. market 
Properly and even though they 
have produced cars during the 
Iast few years, the Bicester firm 
have really concentrated on Fl 
and F2. The choice of Amon is 
Indeed a surprise when one con- 
siders what had happened 
between the two parties before 
but, on reflection, it is not an 
unreasonable proposition. 

Max Mosley did tell us that 
March were very, very interested 
in running the new 3.4-litre Ford 
V6 engine in their works P5000 
car and that was why he'd been 
seen. in deep conversation with 
Ford's Stuart Turner of late. 
Mosley did not mention Amon’s 
name at all. However, our 


Chris Amon—back to March? 


sources have suggested that 
Amon will take a. March-Ford 
over to the Tasman series and 
then keep a works chassis on 
both sides of the Atlantic next 
year, concentrating mainly. on the 
European rounds. 

It is thought that Amon will 
also take part in several Grand 
Prix races when March choose to 
run @ three-car team on occasions 
at places like Monaco and so 
forth. 

Maintenance 
of which 100 
assembled by 


of the Ford V6, 
are going to be 
Cosworth, was 


thought to be a problem, How: 
ever, Brian Hatt was at Brands 
Hatch last Sunday taking an 
interest in F5000 and one can 


only assume, judging by his talks 
with Ford's Peter Ashcroft, that 
he Is the man who will maintain 
the engines. 


Niki Lauda driving the new 312T Ferrari at Fiorano recently. 


Niki Lauda tests new Ferrari 


For Ferrari, the 1975 Grand Prix 
Season began quite recently at 
thelr private testing facility at 
Fiorano, Niki Lauda, in company 
with Luca Montezemolo and the 
team mechanics, tested the brand 
new 312T Fl car with which 
Ferrari hope to make amends for 
the disappointing end to this 
season. 

Lauda did about 30 laps, slow 
to begin with, ‘just to see if the 
wheels go round” according to 
Montezemolo, and thea at a 
rather more lively speed. The car 
had not been modified in any 
way from the version seen at the 
press conference a couple of 
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weeks ago. 
‘The Austrian clocked up times 


of around 1m 15 5 and a few 
tenths: not exceptional times 
when you consider that the 


Fiorano “record is 1 m 13.4 5, 
‘but not at all bad for a car that 
has only just left the workshop. 


After the session, Niki was 
enthused about the’ car saying 
that “I think it will take a curve 
much faster than the B3. How. 
ever, we shall have to wait and 
see if the stop-watch proves us 
Fight” Trials will continue over 
the next weeks with Clay Regaz- 
zoni also taking part. 


F1 testing 
at Goodwood 


Testing Surtees Fl and F2 cars 
at Goodwood on Monday were 
Henri Pescarolo. and Swiss Jo 
Vonlanthen. This follows reports 
we've carried saying that the 
Frenchman may well join the 
Surtees Fl team for next. year. 
As for Vonlanthen, his obvious 
connection with Chiclets Chewing 
Gum and Bissago Cigars (who 
are interested in sponsoring the 
works F2 team) are probably the 
prime reason why he bas been 
testing the car. 

He started off in F2 last’ year 
with a GRD and switched to a 
March-BMW this season. His per- 
formances have not been terribly 
inspiring at all and although con- 

ons at Goodwood weren't that 
favourable, we hear that he 

intained his usual sort of form. 
As for Pescarolo, he looked 
impressive through certain parts 
of the cireuit, although Iap times 
were well down on what FI cars 
have achieved around the Sussex 
rack. 

‘Also appearing in an F1 car for 
the first time was Argentinian 
Carlos Alberto Jarque who, as 
we predicted Inst week, was due 
to test one of the Embassy Lol 
for Graham Hill Racing. Bad 
weather prevented last Thurs: 
day's test. which curtailed 
Francols Migault's planned test. 

Imost as we feared, the inex- 
perienced Jarque only completed 
three very slow laps before ¢3 
tensively damaging the car at the 
famous St Mary's left hander 
when he left the road. The 
damage was quite severe, con- 
sidering the lack of speed at 
which the car must have been 
travelling at the time. 


Chevron-DFV ? 


Alpine Renault will not run_a 
works team in the 2-litre sports 
car championship next year. 
However. they are selling 10 of 
the A44i_ models complete with 
V6 engine and ready to race at 
1 cool £23,000. 

John Lepp will probably be 
going down to Paul Ricard next 
week {to test one of the cars, but 
there are no plans at present to 
think of him Tunning one. Roger 
Hire, who looks after Lepp’s 
sports car racing activities, was 
non-commital about plans for 
next year. However, with his 
connections with ‘Lepp and 
Chevron, and” wanting to do 
something bigger, there is a 
chance they may get together 
and run a 34itre Chevron in the 
Championship of Makes. If Matra 
pull out, as seems likely, they 
would be strong contenders for 
the series. Alpine will be con- 
tinuing with sports cars, though, 
in the Championship of Makes 
with a current A441 developed 
and using a turbo-charger as pre- 
viously mentioned. 


Rothmans 
bow out 


Lam Sunday's F5000 race at 
Brands Hatch marked the end of 
14 years of Rothmans involve- 
ment of motor sport. The official 
announcement said: “The 
decision to withdraw from motor 
sport sponsorship was taken after 
considerable deliberation, for as 
‘a company we have made many 
friends in this sphere, and have 
shared many happy occasions. 
“Rothmans were the first 
tobaceo company in Britain to 
Support motor sport. On August 
Bank Holiday Monday 1961 over 
70,000 people saw Jack Brabham 
record a spectacular victory in 
the first Trophy race, and since 
then the company's activities 
have embraced all level 
club to. international cla 
recent years the Rothmans Euro- 
pean P5000 Championship has 
grown enormously in stature, 


‘sports support operations can be 
best channelled, taking careful 
account of the interests of spect- 
fic sport, its followers and our- 
Selves. It is the company's policy 
to give assistance to those sports 
where sponsorship can be of most 
all round. benefit. 

This exercise led us to the 
conclusion that we should pause 
land examine the overall value and 
effect of our association with 
motor spore. To try and evaluate 
from within a situation in which 
we were deeply immersed would 
be extremely difficult. We will 
now have the opportunity to 

look from the outside’ and 
decide whether or not our depar- 
ture is permanent or temporary. 

“Whatever the ultimate 
decision we should like to take 
this opportunity of thanking the 
many people within the sport who 
have helped us In so many ways 
during the past 14 years.” 


Brake servo 
on F1 Hesketh 


Just two days before his wedding 
last week James Hunt was testing 
the Hesketh at Silverstone. The 
most noticeable change on the 
car was that it used Goodyear 
tyres during part of the session. 
The track was damp in places 
‘but with a combination of Fire: 
stone and Goodyear tyres fitted 
Hunt was abie to circulate in the 
1m 18s bracket. Two rather 
strange aeroquip pipes were 
spotted leading from the nose to 
the back of the car which 
mystified onlookers for a while. 
When the nose was removed it 
was found that the car had brake 
servos fitted. The doctor has 
undoubtedly been thinking 
recently. 

@ Latest piece of gossip is a 
Hesketh-Matrat 
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Frenchmen to March 


Patrick Tambay and Jacques 
Laffite to form March Engineer- 
Ing's spearhead in their quest to 
capture the European F2 Cham- 
pionship for the third year on 
the trot? “You wouldn't be far 
Wrong.” said an amused Max 
Mosely when he telephoned us 
‘on other business from the Motor 
Show last Monday. 

‘Although the final agreement 
with the French Elf petrol com- 
pany, who will sponsor the team, 
has yet to be finalised, the pos: 
sibility of Tambay joining the 
team has been talked about for 
some time now. The addition of 
Laifite, who has been sponsored 
by BP for the past fow years, is 
indeed quite a capture, providing 
“Jacques prefers to drive a March 
rather than a totally unproven 
F2 Martini 

Laffite has always had strong 
ties with Tico Martini ever since 
he first. drove the Martini F3 
prototype back in 1968. The 
decision by the Magny-Cours: 
based French racing car concern 
to build their own F2 cars for 
the first time has come at a time 
when Elf have made it clear that 
they would like to back three 


z= 3 


Jacques Laflite—moving to March? 


separate two-car works teams, all 
with French drivers; these being 
March, Martini and’ Alpine. 

To | speculate that — Michel 
Leclere and Rene Arnoux would 
drive the F2 Martinis we are 
told is not beyond the bounds of 
possibility either both of them 
being Elf contracted drivers and 

Alpine, unlike Jean-Pierre 
lle. 


Alfa power 
for Brambilla 


When we asked Max Mosley of 
March whether they'd be running 
an Alfa Romeo flat-12 engine in 
the back of Vittorio Brambilla's 
Fl March next year, he didn’t 
exactly deny it. We even managed 
to ascertain that designer Robin 
Herd had been seen at the Auto- 
delta factory quite recently. 

So it looks as though March, 
along with an ever increasing 
fumber of teams, is looking to 
he Alfa engine for possible Grand 


Prix success. As we have men- 
tioned before, March have already 
run a March-Alfa effort for 


Ronnie Peterson back in 1971. It 
wasn't a great success. But there 
again, the current flat-12 engine 
is far superior than its earlier 
V8 predecessor. 


VDS test 
for Jones 


Following his excellent showing 
in John Macdonald's Chevron 
B24, which was hired by Harry 
Stiller for last’ Sunday's F5000 
race, Alan Jones has been invited 
to test one of the works VDS 
B28s. Harry Stiller said after the 

eon Sunday that he would 
imost certainly run Jones in 
F5000 next year and probably in 
F2 as well’ 


Jones has recently been testing 
the new F2 March fitted with a 
Ford Cosworth BDG. On the first 
time out, using the old bodywork, 
he did a’ 51.4 s round Silverstone 
Club circuit, equal to the best 
Patrick Depailler has done in a 
BMW powered car. Jones was 
testing the car again early this 
week with the new bodywork. 


Fittipaldis in 
ap a 

rome tetas fa 
Seite age yr 
2a eo te 
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Matra ? 


terreichring and wherever the 
French round is held. Three other 
races would be undertaken with 


the regular Matra pairing of 
Henri Pescarolo/Gerard  Lar- 


At the moment, the proposed 
programme is still very much in 
the discussion stage. One won- 
ders whether Matra will actually 
sell Kauhsen a car or loan him 
one, as they are intending to do 
with their V12 engines to FI 
teams. 


Donington’s 
public inquiry 


The public inquiry into the future 
of racing at Donington Park will 
be on November 26, 27 and 28 at 
Colville, Leicestershire. 

Tom  Wheatcrofr and the 
Donington Park Racing Associ 
tion (the local residents in favour 
of racing) will be represented by 
Qes. 

The DPRA will be holding a 
film night to raise funds to fight 
the case on November 6. They 
have a great line-up of all the 
latest and best motor sport films 
and entry will be 50p. The venue 
is Sports and Social Club, Power 
Station, Castle Donington, Derby- 
shire 

Donations for this very worthy 


cause should be sent to the 
Treasurer, DPRA, Coppice Lodge, 
Donington Park, Castle Doning- 
ton, Derby DE7 SRP, marked 
Fighting Fund.” 

‘Anyone who has visited 


Wheatcroft's ever growing collec 
tion recently, will have seen the 
work which has been completed 
on the circuit which promises to 
be the most exciting venue for 
motor racing in this country. The 
circuit is already kerbed and all 
the verges and ail the safety walls 
are laid. Anyone who has not 
seen it should and then lend their 
support to Wheatcroft's appeal 
for racing to begin there in May 
next year. 

@ Former Tasman and US F5000 
‘Champion Graham McRae was 
seen spectating at Brands Hatch 
last Sunday as was Finnish FSV 


face Ketjo Rosberg. 


International 
Circuit Sales 
at Jarama 


Appearing at Jarama last week- 
end was the first independent 
tyre sales and service team to 
have been seen on the European 
circuits. Ex-Firestone engineer 
John Ward has got together with 
Roger Hire and Jabby Crambac, 
with approval from the States, 
and are offering a complet 

Servicing facility for mext year 
in 2itre sports and GT races 
Using Goodyear tyres. It is pro- 
posed to use tyres from_a new 
Goodyear plant in Sweden, 
although the development will be 
carried out at Wolverhampton. 
Initially, they will offer two dry 
compounds and two types of wei, 
but when production i increased, 


they hope to go to the larger 
FIA championship races for 
sports, touring and possibly F2 


This is particularly good news 
for anyone wondering where they 
might get tyres from next year, 
especially with the heavy burden 
having been put on Goodyear's 
shoulders. Although independent, 
International Circuit Sales, as 
they will be known, will work 
with local agents in different 
countries, too, giving technical 
assistance as well. At Jarama 
they did good business,” having 
only taken delivery of a Ford 
Transit the previous Monday and 
rushed down to Madrid with 100 


tyres. They were immediately 
fuccessful and sold over half 
their stock! 


Larrousse 


With the Elf-backed March and 
Martini F2 teams looking more 
or less settled, it remains to be 
seen as to who will drive in the 
works Alpine F2 team which, as 
in previous years, will also be 
supported very strongly by the 
French petrol company. 
Although it is thought he 
would dearly love to have gone 
to March to try and repeat 
Patrick Depailler's feat from this 


year, Jean-Pierre Jabouille will 
Continue to head the Alpine 
attack with none other than 


Gerard Larrousse. 

Larousse told us at the final 
2itre race st Jarama last week- 
fend that he would like to com- 
pete in a season of F2, especially 
Ss Alpine weren't contesting next 
year's 2-litre sports car_ series. 
‘Also, when you take into account 
his new found interest in F2 and 
single-seaters, something of 
which he has had very little 
experience of in his varied career 
(he made his GP debut in a 
Finotto Brabham BT42 at Belgium 
earlier this year), it adds fire to 
the withdrawal of Matra from 
‘sports cars; remember that nearly 
all the F2 races clash with sports 


goes F2 


Gerard Larrousse—F2 Alpine. 


‘Quite whether Larrousse will 
run the Elf Alpine team himself, 
as he has done with his Alpine: 
Renault sports car this year with 
works blessing, is not sure. How- 
ever, we assume with Alain de 
Cortenze designing a new all 
monocoque chassis, the effort will 
be run from Dieppe. 


Ifyou're aquick car freak, ferocious S-litre Skoda Super 

there's one magazine that's a Saloon, And want to get the 

‘must ~ Cars and Car Conversions. maximum from a mini for the 
November's issue comes minimum? That's in Triple C 

up with a big exclusive - a I5-page too - along with everything you 

preview of the RAC Rally. need to know about super- 

‘There’s a guide to the route, charging and turbocharging your 

look at the main entries, engine. 

land the best spots to watch from! It's at your newsagent’s now. 


‘CCC also track tests a So vrooni on round and get it 
‘November issue out now. 25p. 


CARS 


and CAR CONVERSIONS 


ALLEN CRANKSHAFTS 


would like to 
CONGRATULATE 


Sedric Bell and Eric Smith 
Winner and runner-up in the 
LOMBARD NORTH CENTRAL 
SCOTTISH SALOON CAR 
CHAMPIONSHIP 


Both used Allen engines and crankshafts in 
their successful 


MINIS 
ALLEN TOOL AND ENGINEERING LTD. 


271 ARGYLE AVENUE TRADING ESTATE, 
SLOUGH, BUCKS. 


MOTOR RACING 
THRUXTON 


(on A303 5 miles west of Andover) 


Practice : 9 a.m. First race : 1 p.m. 


SUNDAY, OCTOBER 27 


BRITAX TROPHY 
MEETING 


BARC CHAMPIONSHIP 
FINALS 


FINAL ROUNDS OF : 


Formuta 3—Forward Trust Championship 
Formula Ford—Wella for Men Championship 
Sports GT Cars—Tricentrol Championship 


Modified Sports Cars—Blue Circle Champion- 
ship 


Special Saloon Cars—Forward Trust Cham- 
pionship 1: 
Production Saloon Cars—Britax Champion- 
ship ; 


' 
ALCOA ‘MAN OF THE MEETING’ AWARD a 


ADMISSION : Adults 80p, children 30p, 
stands from 60p, paddock transfer 70p 


CAR PARKING FREE 


The organisers reserve the right to amend, # 
cancel or postpone the meeting or races 

without giving prior notice. r 
= 
a 
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A BARC PROMOTION 


The Lancia Stratos Turbo of Jean-Claude Andruet on the way to 
victory over a bevy of Panteras and Porsches. 


Stratos’ Italian Tour 


As forecast, Lancia managed to masterpiece. His car was a good 
win their 2nd Tour of Italy in one, but certainly not the Dest 
the absence of the favourites (the same car in which Mario 
Sandro Munari/Mario Manucel,  Casoni_ won the 1973 Tour). 
who were away in Canada Giovani drove very consistently 
Successfully competing in the and his final result represents the 
Rideau Lakes Rally, the French effort of a real amateur in the 
pair of Jean-Claude Andruet and strictest sense of that word 
"Biche * having no serious rivals The Tour of Italy was a great 
True, at the beginning the Porsche success, ‘Thousands upon thous: 
Carreras driven by Bonomelli/ nde of people lined the public 
Pica and Borri/Schoen managed yoads to watch the cars on their 
to contain the turbo Stratos’ 2500 km journey. For five days, 
advantage within minutes, but jtaly “re-lived the fascination of 
‘one should point out that while the legendary Mille Miglia 
the Carreras were pushed to the an maratbek Sagem toe week. 
extreme limits of their potential, jy ‘Turin on a cold. sunny. morn 
Andruet never unleashed the full {ng "The “Abarth XI/9 ot 
power of his six-cylinder Dino  Rugazzoni/Gino Macaluso, who 
engine and in fact Porsche soon were among the favourites, were 
had to show the white flag while first away of the 84 starters, the 
the Lancia team had no problems route taking in circuit races at 
at all Virtually all of the regular 
Lancia’s great rival, at leas to jealian circuits plus several hill 
go by the forecast, should have climbs as well as the odd tarmac 
Been Fiat-Abarth who, for this Sturt" sere" und there Andeuet 


‘occasion, had managed to retain Biche” set the seal on the 
the services of Clay Regazzonl — gyent from the word go by. win 
from Ferrari. This second team ing the first section while the 
from Turin had a certain amount fev “Abana "O90 was 7th 


of bad luck, first with Regazzon'’s— Matfering” trom taukty. wheel 
X1/9 and then that of the young alancing. Regazzoni could only 
and potentiatly brilliant 23-year- Come toih because Of serious 
ld Bacchelli, Still, Abarth can — Sroblems with the brakes while 
be too unhappy with the outcome Grand Prix star Arturo 
of this 2nd Tour; a second place — Merzario was in even worse 
th Giorgio Plama and grraights. He and Cica Lurani 
Christine" in the new 030 cpr ta. Capt, 
prototype is something of a 
miracle. The car's centrally 
mounted six cylinder 3500 cc 
engine produces 280. bhp and is 
derived from the Fiat 130, The 
030 ‘started ‘out without having 
undergone a trial and before the 
start, Pianta said: “If we can do 
two ‘stages, that will be. an 
achievement in itself.” 

Problems there were, but not 
such as Abarth mechanics could 
not deal with promptly and 
efficiently." Besides Pianta’s 
Success, however, we should men- 
tion that of Lele Pinto in the 4th 
Placed 1850 cc 124 Rallye, a 
far quite unsuited to this kind 
of competition. Finally we should 
‘say a word about de Tomaso, first 
in’ ‘particular about Eduardo 
Giovani who drove a Pantera to 
3rd place and won the GT class. 
Fifty years. old. and an ex- 
champion of the ‘50s, Govoni 
Tesumed competition last year eames 
after several seasons of inactivity 
This Tour of Italy was his 


Paleari Stratos at Imola. 
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Giorgio Pianta in the unusual second placed Abarth 030 Proto leads the 


drove a semi-official 24-valve 
Stratos but a miscalculation on 
the gear ratios meant that Art 
could only use Ist and 2nd gear 
and come home in 16th place. 

‘At the start of the first race 
at Casale, Regazzoni fell out with 
& sudden drop in oil pressure 
and while Andruet rushed off into 
his ever increasing lead with the 
Stratos followed by Bonomel 
Casoni, Schoen and Merzario, but 
the latter had his engine fail on 
this test and he too dropped out. 
Also during this incident packed 
race, Casoni had to stop to refuel 
his Pantera and since this was 
prohibited he was penalised 7 
minutes and so had to give up 
any chance of repeating his last 
year's. victory. 

‘Andruet kept pulling clear from 
the rest quite comfortably until 
Mugello where Bonomelli took 
the lead on the third lap, thereby 
necessitating the Frenchman to 
Unleash his 340 bhp to restore 
the status quo, a mere 02 5 
ahead of Schoen's Carrera while 
Bonomelli's similar car began to 
sutfer from clutch slip. At the 
next event at Misano where 
Pino Plea took over the car, he 
Ted until a backmarker put him off 
into the barrier and out of the 
event leaving Andruet to ease off 
under orders to pip Casoni_ by 
0.3 =. The Borri/Schoen Carrera 
was soon to go as well, suffering 
from overheating on ‘the next 
hillelimb while Cason, afthough 
well down after his penalty, now 
began to beat the Stratos in the 
cirevits. as Andruet eased. off, 
victory assured. barring mishaps. 
The unlucky Casoni expired right 
at the end with engine problems 
while the elderly Giovani put in 
some useful squirts of power to 
Claim one of the last two Costs 
just ahead of the ever present 
Andruet 


Briefly... 


© The Holbay Pinto engine which 
was taken from Jose. Chateau- 
briand’s works F3. March at 
Brands a fortnight ago has failed 
to comply with the current F3 
regulations, so we are told by 
March Engineering who were 
naturally concerned about the 
matter. It is expected that the 
matter will be exposed after 
further investigation 

© Despite denials from Shadow's 
Grand Prix team manager Alan 
Rees, we hear that up at their 
Northampton factory, a new rear 
fend has been designed on the Fl 
car to accept. a Mat 

engine. Further speculation in 
the American press suggests that 
Matra will loan Shadow their V12 
engines just’ for Jean-Pierre 
Jarier’s car. 

© Jim Crawford has found him- 
self_a drive. American Chevron 
importer Fred Opert will run the 
Bolton lad in the remaining At- 
Iantic races starting at Snetterton 
this weekend, The car is the 
Chevron. B27 used recently by 
Hector Rebaque and Bill Hender- 


Sticker on Richard Morgan's FF 
Crossle nose cone last weekend. 


svoroved 


MINISTER: POWER 
tel: Swaniey 67069 


SRT 


© The Formule Libre race at the 
Sevenoaks and DMC will mark 
the return of John” Courage 
brewery to racing sponsorship. 

They are contributing prize money 
for the first six places of €40, 
£30, £25, £15, €10 and £10. Cour- 
age’ sponsored the MCD. Libre 
championship in the late 1960s. 

@ After last’ weekend's FF races 
at Brands Hatch, Frank Hopper's 
works Rowland engine was taken 
from the back of his Crosslé and 
checked by Peter Jowitt and 
Howard Mason of the RAC. It 
was found to be legal. The RAC 
have also informed us that Brian 
Palfrey’s protest, on behalf of 
John Murphy, of Jim Sherry's FF 
‘engine at Mondello on September 
15 was in vain. The engine was 

also legal. 

© Provided that they can get 
approval {rom the national body, 
the two European F3 champions 
will be competing at Thruxton 
this Sunday. Giorgio Francia 

winner of the Polifac Trophy, the 
big European championship and 
Alberto Colombo, Italian cham-* 
pion. Both contacted the BARC 
Early this week to obtain entries 

@ Not having had the season 
he'd expected in F2, Bob Harper 
is still reticent about his plans 
for next year. It's undecided 
whether the Bognor-based team 
want to go on into Fl, as they 
had hoped, to remain in F2 or 
to quit altogether. 


Jean-Pierre Jaussaud’s Gitanes Chevron in Canada earlier this year. 


Player’s increase money 


tremendous sue: 
year’s. Canadian 


Following the 
cess of this 


Formula Atlantic series, Player's 
have announced that they will 
carry on sponsoring the cham 


pionship next year and have in: 
Creased the total prize fund from 
$13,000 to $20,000. There will be 
Detween six and nine events and 
every race will be televised, as 
have been this year. 


Frenchman Jean-Pierre Jaus- 
saud, who chased so hard when 
he took part in the Trois Rivieres 
Face a couple of months back, is 
Boing back to contest the entire 
championship in a Chevron with 
backing from Gitanes it seems, 


Current Canadian Atlantic 
champion Bill Brack, who has 
won the series for the past two 
years In his ancient Lotus 69, is 
to replace it with a brand new 
Chevron while Bertil Roos, the 
fiery American-domiciled Swede 
who was Brack’s hardest chal 
Tenger this year, is to run in 
the Works March 75B which will 
be entered by American March 
importer Jo Grimaldi and pre 
pared by Andy Rowe. The team 
Will be Sponsored by Schweppes, 
Ramada inns and Syma Wrist 
Watches and there is a chance 
that they will run a second car, 
providing further backing can be 
found, Rumoured as one of the 
possible candidates is the rapid 
Allan Lader. 


‘Two men who don't quite know 
what they'll be doing are the 
Tralor Engineering Lola pair, Tom 
Klausler and Bill O'Connor. The 
latter, who scored a good win at 


the Glen's supporting Atlantic 
attraction to the recent US GP, 
ts a commercial artist by trade 
and that's where he earns the 
bulk of his money. The team are 
undecided on their plans and it 
remains to be seen whether Lola 
Will ask whether they can_ in: 
clude another successful European 
Lola driver in the team 


@ Earlier this year, several For- 
mula Ford drivers were lucky 
enough to be picked to take part 
In an episode of the BBCI TV 
show. The Brothers. Out of the 
dozens who applied, the lucky 
ones were Wil Arif, Doug Wood, 
Ken Everden, Graham Elkington 
and Tony Pollock, while Roger 
‘Orgee’s Berni Inns Dulon is the 
centre of attraction. Well, this 
coming ‘Sunday at 7.25pm sees 
them make their screen debut 


@ Tay Garage have gone to great 
lengths to tell us that they have 
withdrawn their sponsorship from 
Phil Dowsett in Formula Ford 


@ The final F2_ European 

Championship race scheduled for 

Estoril this weekend has been 

cancelled, This was announced 

by the CSI last week and is 

thought to be due to political 
blems in the region. 


@EM are hoping to revive the 
Trophees de France in 1976. It 
will be run along similar lines 
to Roger Penske's IROC series in 
the States with a selected group 
of Grand Prix drivers taking part 
in a five or six, some outside 
France) race series in F2 cars. 
Sounds like fun. 


CATCHPOLE 


This weekend. . . 
OULTON PARK 


A six race programme closes the 


Oulton Park season this Satur 
day. Two championships, the 
Simoniz Special Saloons’ and 


Monoposto, will also be_ con: 
cluded. “The Special Saloon 
Faces will be run in two parts 
and among those taking part will 


be Neil Dineen, Jeff Ward, Derek 
Walker, Peter Baldwin, Tony 
Dickinson, Gerry Marshall and 
Nick Whiting. 


‘Among the Monopostos entered 
are Alan Baillie, David Coombs 
fand Joe Applegarth. Other single 
seater races will be for FFs and 
libre cars, while there is also an 
historic sports car race. The FF 
event is, of course, over-sub- 
scribed with names like Stuart 
Baird, Kelvin Hesketh, Mike 
Wrigley. Alo Lawler and a cer- 
tain Jenet Dawn McPherson jn a 
Lotus 61MX. 
Racing starts at 2 pm. 


THRUXTON 


Sunday at Thruxton sees the 
final rounds of the BARC cham: 


plonships. These include the 
Forward. Trust. F3, _ Tricentro! 
Sports and GT, Britax Gl and 


Blue Circle Modsports. 
The F3 race promises to be a 
real thriller with many of the 
top names from Europe compet 
‘These include Swedes Gun: 
wson and Conny Andersson 
and Italian Sandro Cinottl. Other 
entries include already crowned 
8 Brian Henton, Danny 
wan, Tony Rouff, Patrick 
Neve and Jose Chateaubriand. 
Richard Morgan has already 
clinched the STP FF title, but is 
entered alongside Roger Orgee. 
Syd Fox, Tiff Needell and Peter 
White and hosts of others. 
The Britax championship could 
be the property of Bill Sydenhem 
by Sunday night although Derrick 


Brunt can catch him. There 
promises to be a real dust up 
Between the various Avengers 


and Vauxhalls to sort this out 
In. the Modsports championship 
Jon Fletcher and Bob Jarvis are 
equal on points going into the 
final round. If Fletcher wins it 
will be a hat-trick of Modsports 


championships for him and his 
Elan, 


Racing starts at 1 pm. 
SNETTERTON 


Southern Organs Atlantics are 
the star feature of the Snetterton 
Sunday. meeting. Championship 
Teader Ray Mallock, having failed 


to score at Brands Hatch, will 
be working hard to keep Jobn 
Nicholson, Alan Jones, David 


Morgan, Tony Brise and the rest 
behind him. It should be good. 

Other races are for Modsports, 
Special Saloons, Formula Fords 
and a TEAC Mini Se7en cham: 
Plonship race 


Familiar names in the entry 
list include Harry Phillips, Tony 
Claydon, Barry Wood, | Peter 
Baldwin, John. Homewood, Nick 


Whiting, Ian Bax, Frank Hopper. 
Glen Eagling, Geoff Lees and 
Mike Wrigley 

Racing starts at 1 pm. 


MALLORY PARK 


Shellsport Clubmen's Supersports 
ere the main attraction at Male 
lory on Sunday with the entry 
being split. into two. All the 
regulars are entered like Frank 
Sytner, ‘Nosl Stanbury, Sid 
Marler, Barry Foley, . Richard 
Mollock, Alex Ferrada and 
Creighton Brown, 

‘Other races include champion: 
hip rounds for Mini Se7ens, 
Miglia. Minis, MG T Registers 
fand the seven race programme is 
completed with an FF and Special 
Saloon races 

Racing starts at 2 pm. 


Championship positions 
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THE WINNING OIL 


er 
Rane hube 


fotor of or 
XR 


Guy Edwards sweeps all before him to win the 
Rothman’s Formula 5000 Race at Mallory Park—in the Amoco 
Formula 5000 Lola. 

Naturally the oil he used was Super Permalube 20W/50. 

The same winning oil you can buy at any 
Amoco Service Station. 

For complete engine protection at all y 2s, 
times use Amoco Super Permalube 20W/50 (ANMIOCO 
—the winning oil. 
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Wilson Fittipaldi sits on Br 


's first ever Formula I car 


The new F1 Fittipaldi 


By PETE LYONS 


Ata ceremony last Wednesday in Brasilia, the national capital, before President Geisel in the 


“Black Room” of the Congressional Hall 
first Grand Prix car. Constructed with 
‘as possible, the carefully-kept-secret “ 


impressive workmanship and intriguing aerodynamics. Designer Richas 
complete car on behalf of the Fittipaldi family thi 


Wilson Fittipaldi Jr presented his own and Brazil's 
‘many locally-produced components and materials 
opersucar-Fittipaldi” is an interesting design with 


Divila, whose fifth 


‘is, had as his main aims low weight, small 


bulk, and very clean airflow. After extensive testing in a wind tunnel made available by 


Embraer, the 


artially-government-owned aircraft factory, he has evolved a smoothly tapering 


shape with a fully-enclosed tail, inside of which, at the very rear, are mounted the water and 


oll radiators. 

Only just completed in time for the official 
presentation, the “FD-001" is due to begin 
initial test running next week, first on the 
runways at the Embraer plant near Sao Paulo 
and then on the Interlagos circuit—which is 
literally just over the road from the young 
team’s temporary factory where the car was 
built, Wilsinho will do. all the development 
driving and will race the car in all World 
Championship events ext year. For 1975 it 
Is @ one-car effort, but the Fittipaldi family 
mean to “stay in racing a long, long time,” 
and as reserve driver they have named Alex 
Dias Ribeiro. Of course, everyone on the team 


10 


makes no attempt to conceal their desire that 
Emerson might some day drive for them, but 
the new World Champion, who was at his 
elder brother's side on his great day, says 
that for the moment he is perfectly content at 
MeLarens. “Some day, sure, I would like 
very much to drive a Brazilian car, bur my 


only connection with Wilson's project is to 


onal pride is a very conspicuous well 
spring of the ambitious project. “ Everybody 

to us, “You can’t do such a thing here,”” 
Wilson reports. “Sure, it was very difficult. 
We had to start from nothing. We didn't 


even have a factory, we had to find that first. 
Then we had to put in the machines, and 
then we had to find the people and train’ them 
was very difficult. 

But I think it's a long way between 
dificult and impossible! We worked the whole 
year, every day, long days, always until 
Il o'clock or one o'clock. We had to make 
almost all the things ourselves. Sometimes we 
even make the-nuts and bolts. But we received 
very good co-operation from many people, 
many companies in Brazilian industry, and we 
id. i 

It is in the spirit of promoting, not them- 
selves, but the nation that Copersucar are 
backing the project. A very large, Very pros- 
perous organisation—the sixth largest non- 
governmental, non-multinational corporation 
in Latin America and the largest in Brazil—it 
actually does no marketing and its name is not 
Zenerally presented to the public. Copersucar 
fs rather an association, formed some 15 years 
wo for self-help, of about half of the country’s 

dependent sugar producers. What the asso- 
ciation provides is assistance in technical 
areas, for both the agriculture and refining 
sides’ of the business, as well as help with 
administration and legal matters. 

“Our reasons for supporting Wilson Fittl- 
paldi are patriotic,” says President Jorg: 
Atala, “For many years we have been 
assisting Brazilian sport. We have been 
involved with international tennis, and last 
year we also were involved with the football 
World Cup. We are promoting Brazil. We are 
proud of our industry and our technology, 
and also of Brazilian sport. We are 
promoting the man, not a brand of sugar— 
but of course sugar goes very well with sport! 
For the energy. "Emerson tells me that during 
a-race he loses about three kilos of weight. 
After te race he drinks milk mixed with lots 
of sugar.” 

“Yes, that's true,” affirms Emerson. 
“And it was true even before this sponsor: 
ship of my brother! Only now maybe I use 
more sugar.” 

Tt might be supposed that the Fittipaldi 
boys had even as youths harboured the dream 
of someday building thelr own GP car—they'd 
built nearly everything else—but Wilson 
doesn't recall that. The first germ of the idea, 
he thinks, came when he met Divila about six 
years ago. "Here was someone very different 
for a Brazilian: someone who understood the 
technical problems of motor racing. 

"I have a lot of faith in Richard. I think 
maybe peopte in Europe know him only as a 
mechanic, from when he was with my brother 
and me in F3. But he knows both sides. He 
‘was six years in technical college and univer- 
sity. He built other cars for us. 

“In 1973 I asked him to fly to Brazil, to go 

around and see if It was possible to build a 
Fi car here, For two reasons: I wanted to do 
it in Brazil, and also at that time conditions 
in England were very bad for such a project— 
T'm sure it would have taken us over a year, 
a year and a half, to do it there. 
‘One day the went to see Embraer, and he 
made a co-operation with them. One advan- 
tage of that is we can get very high quality 
aircraft materials, but in small quantities—not 
enough to make a thousand monocoques. They 
help us in many ways, they are fantastic to 
Us. They told us, “You have the same problem 
we had when we started to make airplanes 
in Brazil. People said we were crazy, you 
can't do that in Brazil, But we did. So we 
want to help you make a Fl car.’ 

Divila produced his first drawing on October 
25 of last year. “Nome of us are getting any 
younger,” he says, now at the ripe old age 
of 29, “You have to stop thinking and start 
doing something. It was a good time to start. 

He set up shop in the downstairs trophy 
room of the big house shared by the brothers 
in Morumbi, a suburb of Sao Paulo. “They 
moved in drawing boards and put chains on 
my Jegs. It was quite a scene. One day the 
McLaren people came to talk with Emerson ; 
there was Teddy and Gordon upstairs, never 
knowing what was going on downstairs. . 

“We were starting from scratch, so. we 
wanted a simple car with lots of alternatives 
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Richard Divila, the new car's young designer (left) and W 
Fittipaldi brothers peruse over the drawings at the Fittipaldi's home 


built into it. The car has lots of different 
suspension pickup points right now; we can 
‘change anything to find the right compromises. 

“We fortunately had a lot of other Fis 
lying about the place, so we could really study 
how these things worked on other cars.” He 
is referring to the mini-museum of racing 
cars which presently finds floorspace in the 
little factory. There, only feet away from the 
jig where the second FD tub is going togethe: 
are lined up: an ex-Peterson March 711, an 
ex-Hill Lotus 72, the ex-Cevert Tyrrell 002, 
and the “ lobster claw" Brabham BT34, 

"We used the BT34 a lot to try out ideas 
we had. I think Wilson has driven about 200 
Japs at Interlagos this year. That's how we 
trled putting the radiators at the rear. 

Models were built and tunnel-tested, and 
gradually the concept gelled. “Since we were 
using English engines and gearboxes, and 
since we were going to be racing out of 
England, we designed everything non-metrical 
But you can't imagine what confusion it can 
be to order things drawn In inches in Brazil! 
Lots of times we just gave up and made them 
here. It took a long time, But at Ivast, we 
know the quality of what we make ourselves.” 

As rolled out before the President, FD-001 
had a wheelbase of 95 inches—this with a 
24 inch spacer installed between Cosworth 
‘and Hewland. The track measurement at both 
ends was set at 59 inches, although there are 
alternative dimensions of 35 and 62 for front 
and rear respectively. Some 66 per cent of 
the weight is carried on the rear wheels, 
which are suspended conventionally with 
parallel bottom links. The front suspension 
has rising rate geometry, somewhat along 
Brabham or Penske lines, with links running 
from the upper wishbones to inboard mounted 
spring units. Part of the multitude of optional 
geometry settings includes provision for 
faltering anti-dive from “six degrees to zero.” 
At the rear, anti-squat can be set through « 
similar range of “five degrees to one.” 

‘The central monocoque is made of 2024 
duraluminium, supplied in gauges from 16 to 
20 by the aircraft firm. Three bulkheads in 
4130 chrome-moly steel take the suspension 
‘and engine-mounting loads. The sides of the 
tub rise abnormally high around the driver, 
Who also sits extremely low; this is an idea 
of Wilson's having to do with safety. As 
much fuel as is consistent with the external 
‘aerodynamics is carried near the centre of the 
car; two side tanks plus a 14.3 gallon (imp) 
Seat tank giving a capacity of 40.7 gallons. 
The calculated weight change from full to 
empty Is 14 per cent. 

‘Those external aerodynamics rely on care- 
fully-shaped body profiles to bring the slip~ 
stream around the engine cover and into the 
Pair of NACA ducts at either side of the tail. 
These feed the single water radiator behind 
the gearbox and the oil cooler adjacent ; the 
air is persuaded through the tail in part by the 
low pressure area developed beneath the 
wing. (Should testing prove an unsolvable 
conflict’ exists between tunnel and track 
cooling airflow, the car can easily be modified 
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Fittipaldi, Snr, father of the 


inted elsewhere.) 


the car's design 

engine changing. 

“when the mechanics take c 

have to undo many pipes and wires and leave 

them dangling. Then when they put back the 

engine they have to remember alt 

Our car is designed to be in two halves 

‘quick-disconnect 

tle cable is specially made, here 

The idea we have 


in Sao Paulo, in two pieces, 
Is to have a complete spare rear half of the 


suspension all together, all ready to put on to 


engines very quickly.” 
In addition to the engine and gearbox— 

which Is intended to be a TL200 for longevity, 

the prototype of which Wilson raced. wh 


the Uniroyal fuel bags, 


instruments. Almost everything else is a pro- 
duct of local industry : magnesium castings for 
wheels and uprights, the U-jointed and teflon- 
coated sliding-spline half shafts, the steering 
box, the hydraulic lines, the coil spring, the 
chassis structure and its suspension linkages, 
the glassfibre bodywork, all the nuts and bolts 
—even the Fittipaldi steering wheel! The 
quality of both design and construction looks 
fully up to GP standards, and the complete 
car has a pleasing appearance of being all-of- 
apiece. 

In charge of construction has been Itoh 
Yoshiatsu, who came to Sao Paulo at the end 
of the 1973 season from Lotus, where he was 
mechanic to Emerson. Itoh moves in to the 
position of chief mechanic now that the major 
construction is behind the team. He says he 
can't wait “to find out what Colin thinks of 

Joining them at the Brasilia debut was 
Mexican born mechanic Joaquim Ramirez, who 
can boast associations with Dan Gurney, John 
Wyer, and most recently Ken Tyrrell, Selected 
in part for his Latin American heritage, Jo 
steps into the new role of team manager, 
“Ken says he wishes me luck, but not too 
much! 


Counting the driver himself there are 
presently 19 people concerned with the Fl 
project. The parent firm is Fittipaldi 
Empreendimentos S/A, of which Wilson 
senior, journalist, broadcaster and business: 
man, serves as president and directs all the 
various family enterprises. The racing division, 
of which Wilson jr. is president, is In practice 
directed by a sort of informal committee 
consisting of himself, Richard, Itoh and now, 
Jo. The present factory is only temporary 
quarters, for land is currently being chosen 
upon which a new, larger building will be 
erected. In Britain, a base for the racing. 
season will be established in old Winkelmann 
premises at Slough. — 

‘This first year will be only for experience, 
to learn how to race in Fi,” says Wilsinho 
looking ahead. “We have to go up in steps— 
but the first step, the big one, is finished. We 
built a Grand Prix car’ in Brazil. We have 
started the team on the way we want it always 
to go. Even when Iam no longer driving and 
my brother is no longer driving, we Fittipaldis 
will still be in motor racing.” 

‘The Copersucar-Fittipaldi Is obviously an 
ambitious project, but It was equally obvious 
at Brasilia that it Is a racing effort backed by 
more than a conventional competitive spirit 
In many ways Brazil, huge, rich, green, happy, 
takes a visitor from’ the troubled north. back 
to an earlier and simpler age. The “ Black 
Room" was alive with a fervour of national 
pride that is nearly forgotten nowadays in the 
cynical, clinical approach sometimes a. part 
of today's motor sport. Wilson has set himself 
‘on a very difficult road but he knows what 
he's doing and has his whole nation with him. 


Se 1 


When we say we're leading 
this is the kind of field 


The Access RAC Tourist Trophy race, Silverstone, 
Sunday, 22nd September. 

Over 100 laps and 300 punishing miles of tough 
competition driving to go, with forty or so of the best cars 
and drivers in the business on the grid, all set and raring to 
supply the action. 

90% of all the cars in that race were on Dunlop, a 
fitting tribute (if you'll forgive the pun’) to the kind of 
involvement that’s made us the number one tyre name in 
facing and rallying, at home and abroad. 

And that was just one spectacular, but isolated 
event. One race ina whole season's-worth of gruelling 
Group 1 competition. 

Inthe Castrol Anniversary Touring Car Champion 
ship series, the same cars and drivers that made up the 
Silverstone field pictured below hammered it out in 
thirteen equally hard fought races. 

‘Admittedly. we had competition in the first tew 


rounds, but, as the pace hotted up so did the demand tor 
our tyres. So much so, in fact, that by the time the decisive 
final round got under way at Brands last weekend it was 
anall Dunlop tussle. 

Bernard Unett came out on top to win the 
Championship in his Chrysler Avenger. Congratulations, 
too, to class winners Andy Rouse and his Dolomite Sorin 
Tom Walkinshaw in his Capri, and not least Tourist Trophy 
winner Stuart Graham, driving one of the three hairy 
5,7 litre Camaros that have not surprisingly set the pace i 
virtually every race in the series. 

As if totally dominating the Castrol-sponsored 
British Touring Car Championship wasn't enough, we 
also carried Ford to victory in the European Touring Car 
Championship and put BMW across the line in front of a 
lot of heavy Italian competition in this year's Spa 
24-hour race. 

Off the beaten track we came first in the East 
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the field to give you the best 
we’re talking about. 


Group 1) for the third year in succession. 

Add all those successes to all the other 
successes we've had this year, on two wheels as well as 
four, and you can see we aren't spinning you just another 
advertising line when we say we're leading the field to. 
give you the best. 

Thanks to Bernard, Andy, Stu, Tom, Roger and the 
rest of the lads that's exactly what we are doing. 


© DUNLOP 


leading the field 
African Safari, then raced and rallied our way through the 

3-day, 3,000-mile Avon Motor Tour of Britain to help to give you the best 
Roger Clark and Gerry Marshall notch up a convincing 

1-2 in their Ford Escort RS2000s. On top of all that we 

cleaned up the RAC Rally Championship (overall and 
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The Munari/Manucei Lancia Stratos erul ” after the Fiats failed. 


RALLY OF THE RIDEAU LAKES sponsor was Jean-Claude Bertrand, the 


aniser of the Rallye Bandama. 


. Scrutineering. took place on the Wednesday 
Lancia sweep the board preceding. the ‘Thursday lunchtime start, and 
By JOHN DAVENPORT Feguiation and both Flat and’ Lancia. had to 
Driving in fine style, Sandro Munarl kept his Lancia Stratos in contention for the lead setk'last minute: answers to. the problem of 
Mant'trom the werd goon the Nally of the Rideau Lakes, and when the main opposition curtailing. most of thelr cary’ exhaust, nolse 
ia the" Torn ot Une works Flat team fell away, he coasted home to an easy wie Lancle’s — ‘Twoaf'the Flats passed. without a. proslem 
success was made even sweeter as second place was taken by a Beta Coupf driven by ust under the 89db reading, but that of 
Sise*Lampinens Both cars’ hed run the entire distance without missing @ beat and their Canadien’ Jean:Paul. Perusse/Yohn. Bellefieur 
sucess newr"puts Lancia sheed of Flat in the World Rally Championship. Furthermore, this who had been drafted into the Fist team just 


Ny car for this all 


pe 
Capable of winning in all kinds of terrain. be taken away and strangled a little 

Third overall behind the two Lancias was Canada," and when the rally arrives there re it would pass. ‘The two Lancia 
the Toyota Celica of Canadian champion ever Knows. It happening. Civic Beta Coupés, which could normally be 
Walter Boyce, who was. driving with buildings given over for Rally Head- reckoned t0 be the noisiest of the cars, passed 
Englishman Stuart Gray again as it was ters, and the main street is closed off, with just a few dbs in hand thanks to being 
regular co-driver, Doug ¥ who. wai willing helpers build a starting ramp. In fitted ‘with two Thrush silencers purchased at 
Organising the rally. B ad only pre addition, the of Smith's Falls give a the local supermarket the day before, The 
Scred this ‘car st the test moment as ft je prizes, and each big problems came with the Stratos, 
Was apparent that the Corolla with which he f the forty stages for though it. sounds quiet enough 
has just won the Canadian championship for prize for the fastest time with its soft burble, the high amplitude of 
the fifth time was falling apart, and would sometimes a problem, but those low. frequencies obviously gave the 
never last a. major international. He bea plications are solved by local noise meter indigestion, and it was rejected. 

other Englishman, Keith Billows, who was ally crews and putting them Naturally it is difficult to completely re-vamp 
being co-driven by American John’ Campbe : an exhaust system of such a complex. type, 
for three years the organiser of the : eived an entry of over 60 and Mike Parkes, for the Lancia team, de 
Regardless Rally. Their mount wai fhe main part was from North vised some inserts that were welded in and 
chester Liners sponsored Escort RS. 1600 thai ere were entries from New sufficiently attenuated the low. frequencies 
Billows had brought over from England in a Poland. Naturally for it to pass the meter, which didn’t happen 
one of their Silver Fish container ship the wayside from until the morning of the start 

The top American crew finished fifth and natural causes before the rally even started The basic conflict in the rally was evi: 
this was’ Erie Jones/Mark Hathaway from John Buffum who was to have driven with dently going to be between the Lancia and 
Columbus, Ohio, driving a Datsun 1800 SSS; Robin Edwardes in his Escort RS1600 had a Fiat teams, both of whom had three. cars 
while close behind them were the top al very tempting offer for his racing BMW from entered. Fiat's effort was. spearheaded by 
Canadian crew of Burckhard Skowronnek/Tony a gentleman in Mexico. The only problem © Markku  Alen/Iikka  Kivimaki, with Alcide 
Woodlands driving another Datsun, this time was that he had to deliver, and at once, nelli/Nini Russo and the aforementioned 
4 240 Z, Both these crews received invit he headed Canadian crew of Perusse and Bellefleur, The 
tions from the Acropolis Rally to go out and cars that they were using were three Abarth 
compete next year, and these were pers n, the expatriat Tak g ene By as 
instigated by M. Dardoufas, Acropolis ral cam engine, and what has now been dubbed 
Organiser, who was in Canada in his position the "1000 Lakes” suspension, because it wa 
as chairman of the CSI Rally Working Gr igher and softer setting developed for that 
to observe the Rideau Lakes, and report back rally. Lancia, though strongly tempted to send 
on its championship status for 1975. In al Fulvias which they knew to be reliable, put 


their faith in their new cars and sent’ two 
Beta Coupés for Lampinen/Davenport and 
Mauro Pregliasco/Angelo Garzogli. Lampinen 


17 crews finished the rall 
51 ‘starters. ‘The number tarters was 
perhaps a little disappointing for the organ. 


fsers, but the standard of the entry had his same car from the San Remo, which 
considering that the sport is consi st Gerry Phitlips had hardly been worn out by that exploit 
younger in Canada than it is In Eur jer from prac- while Pregliasco had a new car. The engine 

The Rally Rideau Lakes is b he F diess with Jean- jn both of them was the sixteen valve version 
fon the town of Smith's fn southern Pierre Ni cw f the Fiat basic engine that powers the 
Ontario, some 40 miles f je capital, Chasseuil and Pierre Rouget, who had standard car. The Stratos was exactly the 
Ottawa. This town, SP n of borrowed an Alpine Renault training car t same chassis that won in San Remo, but 
Some 10,000, is so tied into the rally that it me over ai Rideau Lakes As in jt was now fitted with a two valve per 
has nicknamed itself "the rally capital the Press on and cylinder engine for reliability 
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The return of FWD 


Compared with these two teams, the rest 
were not really expecting to get a look in, 
But obviously someone like Sobieslaw Zasada 


had not made the trip from Poland with his 
Porsche Carrera to play games, and both 
drivers and car could be expected to give a 


good account of themselves. Likewise Brian 
Culcheth/Johnstone Syer in a 1.8 Austin 
Marina, complete though it was with all the 
North American safety bumpers, was going to 
go quickly, though it seems likely that after 
these two North American events, the Marina 
will be replaced by a Dolomite Sprint 
Culcheth's standard rally weapon. The Alpine 
Renault driven by Chasseuil was, of course, 
nothing special in the way of a rally car since 
it was Group 4 body and suspension. but 
only & standard 1600 cc engine as this Is the 
way Alpine always prepare their recce cars 
But nevertheless it was a good car if lacking 
power when compared with its bigger brothers. 
Jim Walker/Terry Palmer from Michigan 
were there with their Volvo 142 with which 
they have done so well in the American Pro 
Rally ‘Series, It is nota full works Volvo 
by any means, but it does have quite a lot 
Of factory options on it, especially in the 
Suspension department." Canadian hopes 
naturally turned to Walter Boyce, but he 
‘was not too optimistic before the rally as his 
Celica had been prepared in a bit of a hurry 
land he was not getting the co-operation from 
Toyota that he had in the past. Randy Black 
‘Tom Burgess from Vancouver—that's a hell 
of & way to come if you look at the map— 
had troubles with their Datsun 1600 SSS 
before the start when the head gasket blew 
but they changed it and hoped that it would 
last. The vast majority of North American 
rallyists choose Datsun as their rally car, 
and though most of them are in the smaller 
1600 oF 1800 engined 510, there are a handful 
‘who rally the 240 Z. Amongst them are John 
and Carol Smiskol who have an. excellent 
record in American rallying and are in the 
FIA seeded Group as a result of their placing 
on the Press on Regardless last year. 

For its first year as a World Championship 
event, the Rideau Lakes also set a new first 
in Canadian rallying by having public roads 
officially closed for the first time in Canada. 
Before, they had just been selectives and 
there had been no possibility to stop cars driv. 
ing in the other direction except by pointing 
out the folly of their action. Based as it 
‘was in Smith's Falls, the rally split conveni 
ently into three parts’; the first was a daytime 
run through five stages to the north of the 
town to give television and Ottawa 
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rt makex a fine sight as it crests a rise. 


enthusiasts a chance to see the rally. Then 
it_was spirited away to the woods around 
Bancroft for a full night's rallying. This second 
leg finished back in Smith's Falis where the 


drivers could grab six hours sleep. before 
going out for the last night in the country 
immediately around ” Canada’s Rally Capital 

Right from the start, it became clear that 
Fiat were determined to set the pace, and 


with the Lancia drivers settling themselves in 
on unfamiliar roads in rather unfamiliar cars 
it was Markku Alen who went into the lead 
with fastest time on the first test. Ther 

stages were very reminiscent of Finland, with 
many blind brows and lots of unexpected 
corners, but the Finn was being closely pur 
sued by the other two Fiats, especially that 
‘Of Paganelli who beat him by one hundreth 
of a minute on stage two, This passionate 
duel was soon over, for Alen assaulted a rock 
concealed behind a brow and tore away 
his rear suspension just after the start of 
stage three. The car was immovable and he 
was soon winging his way to the USA and 
practice for the next rally. The same stage 
Saw. the retirement of Pregliasco | whose 
engine seized a bearing and let go with every 
thing through the side. The fault 

have been a faulty pressure release va 
caused the oil pressure to drop suddenly 
Randy Black was already out with his head 
gasket blown again, while Ole Pedersen/Dave 
Goles had inverted their Datsun 510, missing 
a bridge completely, and retired. 

For Paganelli there was little consolation 
that the Lancia team had lost one car as 
well, for now both Munari and Lampinen 
were getting in the groove and beating him 
on the stages. By the end of five tests, Pagan 
elli was leading Munari by thirteen hundreths 
of a minute, with Lampinen just one minute 
behind. Close after the Beta were Culcheth 
and Chasseuil, but then there was already 
a substantial gap opening up to Boyce, Zasada 
and Billows, ‘The veteran Polish driver was 
having his own problems which were nothing 
to do with the car but were to lead eventu: 
ally to his retirement; his co-driver was 
repeatedly being sick. Jerzy Dobrzanski, who 
has rallied often before with Zasada, was 
suffering from. some attack of food 
poisoning. and as the rally went on it got 
Worse instead of better. 

‘The rally was now in Bancroft, and in 
the. might that followed it would pass twice 
over a loop of seven stages of which at 
Teast two were over ten miles long. Perusse 
was somewhat out of contention as he had 
had a puncture in those first five stages and 


had stopped to change it. Walker had also 
lost time with a puncture while Skowronnek 
had broken a rocker arm on his 240 Z and 
ran on five cylinders until he could change 
it. Munari set fastest time over the. first 
two stages but in doing so removed both his 
fog lights on a jump and decided to be a bit 
more careful, Lampinen was closing on both 
the leaders and was within twenty hundreths 
of Munari after twelve stages. Then he too 
had a puncture and drove ten miles of a stage 
fon the flat, reducing the wheel to two pieces 
of magnesium. alloy but only losing a minute 
and a half, instead of the time it would have 
taken to change the wheel. The second time 
over some of these stages, the road had cut 
Up quite badly, and it was pretty tough on 
Suspensions and transmissions as they’ tried 
to cope with the washboard created by the 
first passage of the cars. Whatever it was, 
there’ was a sudden exodus with broken 
transmissions. Culcheth broke the differential, 
‘did. Jim Walker in the Volvo, while 
Perusse made it three retirements out of the 
top ten when his gearbox broke in the Fiat 
Spyder. The most “shattering blow however 
was that ‘with almost a minute 
lead over clipped a rock on the 
nineteenth stage and broke his front suspen- 
Sion. It was similar to the problem that Alen 
had on the San Remo where the bottom 
mounting for the suspension strut (which is. 
Balljoint Jet into the wishbone), broke free 
from its mounting and let the front wheel 
fold under the bodywork. Paganelli drove to 
the end of the stage but’ the car was 
irreparable in the short time allowed. If he 
had only. made it through the next stage, 
there would have been two and a half hours to 
work on the car and replace everything. It 
was. originally intended’ on this rally to 
have no penalty for lateness in the style of the 
RAC Rally, but this was changed at the last 
minute on the insistence of M. Dardoufas as 
it did ‘not comply with the prescriptions com: 
mon to all World Championship events. 
‘Whatever the technicalities of the matter, 
the strange thing was that Fiat had cam: 
paigned for this lateness penalty to be 
fe-instated and now they were hoist with 
their own petard. Paganelli's bad luck had 
Struck again to confirm him as the Chris 
Amon of rallying, and with half the rally still 
to go, Lancia were in a commanding position 
with ‘two cars in the lead, and  Chasseuil 
third some six and a half minutes behind 
With just two stages between this point and 
the half way halt in Smith's Falls, the situa- 
tion changed very little except that Chasseuil 
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dropped back a bit when he had lighting 
trouble on one of those stages, and the 

3p between him and Lampinen thus increased 
fo eight and a half minutes. 

‘The weather the first night had been 
alternately wet and cold with the occasional 
snow shower to keep everyone guessing and 
the marshals cold. But the second night of the 
rally was just perfect if you were in @ car 


Below 
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with a heater, which Munari and Chasseuil 
were not. The skies were clear and the 
temperature was well below zero which 
probably led to the first problem of the 
Right. Two gentlemen whose acquaintance 


with Johnnie’ Walker was more than just 
Passing, contrived to get stuck with a load 
Of timber on the first special stage out from 
‘Smith's Falls, after the rally had performed 


Billows with American John Campbell had a 
Chasseull really flew in the standard engined Alpine until he fell off on stage 31 


fon a spectator stage set in the local gravel 
pit. To start with, the organisers thought that 
all would be well, for the blocked vehicle was 
only a short distance in from the end of the 
stage, and they had on hand a large Canadian 
army recovery truck that was normally used 
for hauling tanks out of 
reason of another this failed to shift the 
truck and its inebriated owners, so this stage 
plus two others had to be cancelled and the 
Entire rally followed Doug Woods to the next 
‘main control where things got going again. 
Chasseull, despite orders to take it easy 
and be content with third place, was flying 
along and set fastest time on the next three 
tests until on stage 31 he inverted the Alpin 
and retired ignominiously. The two Lanci 
were now virtually uncatchable and third place 
man, Walter Boyce, could take a minute and 
fa half per stage and still not catch them. 
Consequently they slowed right down, and 
there was the incredible sight on stage 33 
of Munari being caught one minute by 
Lampinen who promptly stopped, only to be 
caught by Boyce who started two minutes 
behind him. Boyce set fastest time on most 
of the remaining stages, but 
not to finish without drama. Whil 
welding his exhaust at the final 
three stages from the end, the w 
so cold that the engine water froze and the 
car stopped on the main road with the cooling 
system blocked solid. They lost five road 
minutes (equivalent to two and a half 
minutes of penalty) as a result, but still kept 
third place. The Smiskols were also plagued 
by. last’ minute problems when their rear 
strut came loose on the right hand side and 
eventually collapsed, making the 260 Z some- 
what difficult to get round left hand bends. 
Perhaps the story of the rally and one which 
won the prize for endurance was that of 
Canadians Howard “Whan and Jim Pu 
Gilchrist. Their Datsun 510 went through 1 
first half with quite a lot of exhaust problems 
and it seemed that no sooner did they bolt 
it'oh than it fell off again. Then going out 
on the second half, the alternator bracket 
disintegrated and they had to cobble it up 
by mounting the alternator on the other side 
of the engine where Datsun had thoughtfully 
Provided ‘some lugs for mounting air condi- 
tioning equipment. If this wasn’t enough they 
then left the road and messed up the front 
suspension which took them most of the 
night to get sorted out at various service 
points. To have all this and still finish tenth 
Was a rare achievement. Randy Black had 
taken advantage of the rule that allowed 
retired cars to compete for the prize money 
fon the two spectator stages, and was in fact 
second fastest both times. The only catch was 
that he blew a head gasket each time, but 
reckoned that he came out on top as head 
gaskets were $5 and he won $30 on each 
So came to an end the Rally of Rideau 
Lakes, which had proved itself to be a very 
competently organised round of the World 
Rally Championship. So much so, in fact 
that’ M. Dardoufas virtually 
assurance at the prizegiving th 
Falls would be having a World Championship 
event in 1975 as well, For Lancia, who had 
only finally decided to go to the rally at the 
last minute, it was a very pleasing result, 
they are now four points ahead of the Fiat 
team in the World Championship and it is 
Fiat who have to struggle in the Press on 
Regardless to regain their lead. 


JOHN DAVENPORT 


# 
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750 MOTOR CLUB 


LONDON SPECIAL BUILDERS GROUP 


October 28 meeting at: 
THE CRAVEN ARMS, 
45 LAVENDER HILL, SW11 


HARVEY POSTLETHWAITE OF HESKETH RACING 


Nov 25 meeting: BERNIE ECCLESTONE of BRABHAM 
8 pm. 


We sell them...we tune them...we race them! | 
THE HILLMAN AVENGER G.T. E 
Ist Road Going Class Records, 
i Doune, Kinneli and 
Ist Road Going Rumster, Hill Climbs. 


Scottish Sprint Class Record, ingliston Sprint 
Championshij 

Joint Place, Scotish 

Speed Climbs. 

Lochrin, Tolicross, 

Edi 


NOW CUT ALONG DOTTED LINE = ce 


computer test to find: 
your perfect partner 
ifyoure iS or oper | 


ee 
= 


I SA 


Pater nd the erfoce partner or yoy absclskely re! 

eine modern paychology’ sociology and computer sciences, the 
computer will meticulously compare your personality, profile 
with those of over 78,000 peopie, detail by detail; Only then wil 
the computer print out comprehensive and objective descrip 
tion ofits chotoe ofthe perfect partner for you 
Send in your free teat today to receive the computer's descrip 
tion of your perfect partner. 


Do you consider yoursell 


Do youlike: 


thy: Extrovert: C) Adventurous 
Clothes-conacious: ©) Generous: Creative: 
Practical: Intellectual: () Cinema/theatre vod Food 
Travel: Ci Political Activities: CO Classical musiciliterature 

‘The Popscene: () Sport: () Do-it-yourself: Camping/hiking, 
climbing: O Voluntary work 


Which three of these words and names do you 
associate with most? 
I ty Eee 


Brian Rix 0) 
Lignpon PARIS _BONN GENOA - 


Bach 
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Bistro Dateline - 


Next weekend, Fort Dunlop will bulge with hundreds of 
brand-new racing tyres in every size, width, compound, 
tread pattern and construction you could need. It’s an 
end-of-season sale and we want to clear the entire stock. So 
prices are rock-bottom too! We're practically giving them 
away at prices starting at £9. 

Don't miss this chance to get a virgin set of racing 
‘es ~ for a song, Race off 10 Fort Dunlop, Erdington, 
Birmingham, on Saturday or Sunday (October 26 or 27), 
between 10am and 4pm. 

For further details call the Competition Centre, 
tel: 021-373 2121 


> RUNEOR 


a 


Send today to Dateline, I 
23 Abingdon Road, London WS. (01-937 0102) 
Your Sex J put M or F AK 


Your Age \___iyrs Your Height(_ift L_1_ins 
Christian Name (one only)Ls 4.4. J 
Surnamel 


Address L 

t 

\ 

t 

Colouring. 

Race/Nationality. potas I 
eee rawenexace "| 
Occupation. _ [ewes neavingo, 


-__ Club Datel 


Dateline Ho! 
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Vern Schuppan had its first race in the spare VDS Chevron and led virtually throughout, 


BRANDS HATCH 


Bob Evans’ championship 


By IAN PHILLIPS Photos by GERRY STREAM 


“1 figured Bob would not do anything stupid so 1 decided to take a chance.” This was Vern 
‘Schuppan’s explanation of how he took the lead driving round the outside of two cars at Druids 
last Sunday to take the lead on the first lap of the final round of the Rothmans European 
F5000 championship. Driving the third VDS Chevron for the first time, the season's unlucklest 
driver then went on to lead the 35 lap race to the end, to score very popular victory. 

jon Evans 


only had to f 
hhas led for 40 long. If Gethin dida’t win then Bob was champ\ 
Henley Fork Lift Lola-Smith T332 didn’t win, it didn't even fink 
lap. four with a broken engine. For the next 45m he sat nervously watching Gethin's 
performance, He needn't have worried, Peter was in all sorts of trouble with the handling of 
his Chevron and could only struggle round in third place. Thus Evans became champion after 
a season which has seen him mature into an aggressive, yet tremendously smooth, driver and 
‘One who fully deserved to win the title. Full eredit also to team manager John Thornburn and 
the whole equipe—Bob's retirement in this race was his first of the season. 

‘The race itself was uninspiring but for yet another chase of the leader by lan Ashley. He 
was always there or thereabouts but la the final few laps he reduced the gap to under a 
Second, but once more he was to finish in second place. 


lan Ashley drove another tigerish race in the ShellSport Lola but once again finished second. 


ENTRY and PRACTICE 


was a broadiy_smniling John Webb who 
announced to us that 25 drivers had turned 
up for practice on Saturday and 24 of them 
would start in this, the final championship 
round of the year and cf course the final 
motor ‘race sponsored by Rcthmans, who, 
inwally wih the Guards brand mame, have 
backed F5000 vhrough thick and somesimes 
very thin times since its inception. If not the 
quality, then the size of the grid must have 
made them feel it’s all been worth while. 

‘Official pracsice was held on Sacurday in 
year perfect conditions. The lap record to be 
med at was Guy Edwards’ 1m 2425 set at 
the correspending meeing last year. On 
recent. form Edwards would have "been 
favourite to better th’s but it was not ko be. 
Bob Evans, his car having been ful'y sorted 
since the Mallory disappcintment, ‘was ‘back 
in his rightful pace on pole position and 
earning more Charles Heldsieck bubbly. " It's 
going like a dream,” said Bob wfter lopping @ 
Second off the record wich a 1m 23.26. He 
tras going to win the champronship in style, 
Of that there seamed Nittle doubt, Pete Gethin 
was suffering from "flu and, in complete con- 
tract to the rock steady Lola of Evans, this 
VDS Cheveca was seen lurching frm bump 
to bump in an a’arming, close to the ragged 
edge manner. One wondered at just how fast 
Gethin would be if he had the car handling 
to his satisfaction as he was a bare 02 3 
Slower than Evans, Peter was the only driver 
able to beat Bob in the championship and by 
the way he smoked his tyres every time he 
left what seemed like a dozen dummy grids, 
here was no doubt who intended to lead at 
Teast the early stages. 


Winners both: Evans (right) and Schuppan. 


lan Ashley was agen happy with his Shelf 
Sport Lola, the Mallory smoke screen having 
disappeared following attention to the 
oll pump. Alongside him was Vern 
Schuppan in the ex-Craft_ VDS_ Chevron 
B24 updated to B28 spec and fitted 
with 3 Smith engine. “Very nice car 
to drive," said Vern, “in some respects 
it's better than a Lola, in others it's not quite 
59 good, It rides the bumps well." The full 
feason for Vern being in the team at this 
wage was never very clear but i could have 
been co help Gethin's points bid or VDS' 
entrants championship position. Whatever he 
Was a welcome addition to the field. Next 
up and maintaining current form was Lella 
Lombardi but, after nearly pu.ting herself out 
of the race tn practice, she finally managed 
ft_on about the ffth warming up lap. In 
official practice sho came darting over the 
brow into Clearways at unabated pace, des- 
pite many yellow flags, to find a stalled and 
Sationary Embassy Lola blocking the fa 
way. It was too late for avolding action and 
the T330 emote the T332, Practice was stopped 
and the two cars required “ suspended tows.” 
Damage was superfiical. Lella it the time 
was in the nvddle of putuing in her * flier” 
and reckoned she would have been on the 
Second row but for the shunt, Mr Edwards 
no doubt felt the same. Lela got through 
the damp Sunday unofficial session unscathed 
but on One cf her warming up laps spun on 
a strcam running across Stirtings. While wait 
ing to restart Tony Dean did the same in his 
Chevron and rammed her. Both non-started, 
Teddy Pilette claimed roadholding problems 
slowed his Chevron only to fourth row times, 
while Clive Santo reappeared in his smart 
Decea-backed T330 and put in a creditable 
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25.8 for wighth fastest. 
‘The only F5000 new boy was Alan Jones 
‘who tag the John Macdonald cwned and run 
ex-Gethin/Dean/Magee Chevron B24 with ex- 
Dempster engines. Looking immaculate in 
Harry Stiller/Rob | Walker “colours, the car 
suffered one of two small teething problems 
following Macdonald's painstaking overhaul 
‘The clutch and gearbox hampered Jones’ pro- 
‘gress but in just a handful of saps he put im 
very respec.able time and enthused ‘about 
the formula. Tom Belso's EMI/208 Lola was 
next, although he only managed one 
flier before the engine blew, followed by 
‘Thompson in lan Ward's Trojan. It 
rappling with a bear, a grizzly bear,’ 
works well in the wet 
‘when you can screw a lot of wing on 
but in the dry the nose makes the front 
stick too much.” Brian Robinson was 
next follawed by Chris Craft tm the Adtards 
Crowne Braoham. “The engine's two years 
Od and useless," said Chris, “and I've got 
my finger up my..." Former team man- 
ager Keith Greene was massaging his way 
‘aroung the scene and opined that the rear 
‘shook absorbers were also in need of a spring 
clean, Guy Edwards was next to Chris hav 
had a couple of spins prior tw his aforemen- 
‘Uoned contretemps with the Italian lady. 
‘Ouher nctables| who found themscives 
among the also rans at the back were Bran 
McGuire and Tom Walkinshaw. The former 
having this first look at the GP circuit tad his 
brakes connected up wrongly which made ‘ife 
difficult” while Walkinshaw was trying to 
balance up the Modus which had been re- 
built on a new tub since Mallory wish Auantc 
front end, Tom thought the aerodynamics 
were too harsh at the front which Was making 
Wife difficult as was the misfire in the engine 
caused by too hard plugs. Keith Holland prac- 
tised Bill Wood's Trojan some 12 quicker 
than its owner but elected not to start, as 
did Wood when te discovered he had 10 
brakes on the warming up lap. A strange 
bbarge-tike creation appeared near, the back 
in the shape of Chris Featherstone’s rebodied 
ex-lan Ward Racing McRae GMI while 
John Stevens shunted the Howden Ganley- 
owned, MCD rent-a-drive, Ronnie Scott 
backed McLaren MIS while practising a start 
in front of the grandstand. He ended up 
heavily in the bank, claiming that something 
broke, 


‘rape enln, Foon 


looked like being cold but dry. At the start 
of the three warming-up “heats” Gethin, 
Pilette, Dean, Walkinshaw all had grooved 
slicks ‘on to help them warm up quicker. 
Pilette changed his fronts before the final 
lap then, as Sid Offord was waiting to drop 

ie flag, the Chevron boys changed Gethin’s 
fronts only and Pilette’s rears. Finally the 
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flag dropped. The tyre smoke belched forth. 

Gethin it seemed had timed % well, but 30 
had Evans; but perhaps not t0 his own usual 
high standard. Nevertheless, within 100 yards 
they were level, dead level. They edged closer 
to each other. Beb clipped the dirt, but just 
kept going to the comer, Peter thad to let 
him through only to find new team mate 
Schuppan on his other side. They fled 
Through Paddock and up to Druids with 
Schuppan taking a chance and coming up 
the outside. In as bold a move as he's made 
all year, he apt coming up the outside; 
bit the brakes hard and swung into an out- 
Side line, booted it hard and he was in 
front. There was nothing anyone could do 
to prevent it. A calculated risk which worked 
and won him the race. 

The field charged out of sight round 
South Bank and then out came the yellow 
flags. Sumner and Robinson had collided and 
the pursuing Walkinshaw couldn't avoid them. 
Once again the Modus was out before i ad 
a chance to show its potential. Let us hope 
some people will have the courage to try 
the engine next year 

‘At the end of the first tap there were just 
seven cars who had any chance whatsoever. 
Led by a few yards they were line astern in 
the order Schuppan, Evans, Gethin, Ashley, 
Jones, Belso and Pilette. Santo and Thompson 
were ‘next while well behind already were 
Edwards, Craft, MoGuire, Twaites, Feather: 
stone and Wunderink 

There was no stopping Schuppan and 
immediately he opened up a safe lead as 
Evans resisted Gethin's strong challenge from 
il directions. Ashley, Jones and Belso sat 
‘on their tails but \Piiette spun at Westfield 
back to 11th, Balso. took. the impressive 
Jones on lap. four. Next time round the 
‘Australian was up to fourth following dram- 
atic happenings out at Westfield. As the 
string came out of Hawthorns, Evans suddenly 
slowed, 50 suddenly that Gethin, up his ge 
box, ‘no option to do the same, Ashley, 
Belso and Jones were through like a flash. 
‘The sad news was that Evans had blown up, 
a camshaft having broken. 

Gettvin, having reatised what had happened, 
rapidly got to grips once more but he wai 
trailing a Uttle in fifth. A:l he had to do now 

force his way to the front. With team 
mate Schuppan controlling the oace fairly 

. Surely this could be done. He repassed 
Jones on lap six and Belso spun bebind Jones 
fon lap mine so Peter was third. Once past 
Achley, surely there was no problem? There 
was. ‘Those unchanged grooved rear tyres 


Bottom End, the Chevron lurched more and 
more luridly. The target of second place man 
Ashley became more and more an imagin: 
ary figure for Gethin as did the possibility 
‘Of m third F5000 title. Only mechanical failure 
or driver error was going to take him to 
the lead. Sitting in the pits, Bob Evans’ lips 
were on the nward trend as tis dream 
became a realisation. 

There were just a couple of moments of 
doubt when Neville Hay announced from 
Westfield that Ashley was smoking but 
never did it reach Mallory proportion: 
indeed those of us around’ the Club 
circuit area never saw any evidence 
of smoke. Ian did make a 
it though. On lap 17, half distance, 
closed to within a ‘couple of seconds af 
Schuppan and a battle looked on. The in- 
tervention of back markers opened the gap 
to as much as four seconds every now and 
again, but with five Japs to go, the heat was 
turned on once more. 22 s, 1.7, 15, 0.9 8 
and one lap to go. To «make up the ‘gap to 
nothing is one thing, to turn it In your 
favour in one lap at the top end of S000 
is near impossibility. Ashley tried, he really 
dia, but halfway round the track’ Schuppan 
was able to put @ back marker between them, 
and it was all over. The final margin was 1 3. 

Gethin's third place fooked in danger at 
fone stage as Belso recovered from his early 
‘spin, But in the final the Dane was 
being officially observed as his tyres started 
to fall apart, Consequently Tom fell back 
once more but clung on to his fourth place 
and was the last unlapped runner, 

Jones trad been going very comfortably in 
Afth, despite the tyres giving some trouble 
but ‘he quit at 23 laps with a dead engin 
probably due to a loose electrical connection. 

It cannot really be said that anyone else 

much to the entertainment. 


Santo who. drove Into fifth place, 

Steve Thompson visited the pits on tap 17 

with @ leaking radiator and rejoined about 

seven laps from the end having been as high 

as seventh, a place eventually taken by Craft. 
Methmane Eyrapean £3000 champiomshie ral 

Yer Supe Lehtinen 824), 90 m 
Sasviey [Usia-Pewkm/Cneeroiet 1390), 50m 


amnin (Cnewronatorand/ Chevrole 824), 30 m 
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Begorrah, Crossles galore 


SUNDAY SUPPORTING RACES 


Frank Hopper leads Pato 


junez (right) and Richard Morgan (left) all 


Morgan’s Brabham Trophy 


Reliability once again paid for John Nicholson 
in the Southern Organs Formula Atlantic 
round over 20 laps of Brands Hatch on Sun: 
day. Starting from pole position, he ran a 
close third to Alan Jones and Dave Morgan 
‘and when the latter went off on @ wet patch 
at Westfield and then the former's March 
Stuck In fourth gear when the linkage went, 
Nicholson Inherited a fine lead which he held 
to the end. The Jack Brabham trophy went 
to Richard Morgan in the non-championship 
Formula Ford event, and Charles Lucas fought 
off a hangover and fellow sports car men, 
David Ham and Martin Morris, to take the 
Speed Merchants non-champlonship historic 
car event. 


‘The front row for the Jack Brabham trophy 
held’ sight to gladden Irish eyes. Alongside 
the pole-winning Crossie of Richard Morgan 


Were not one but two more Crossles, those 
of Frank Hopper, 02s slower than Morgan 
on 1m 42s, and Pato Nunez, having forsaken 
Elden for a new 25F, being 12's slower than 


Hopper. Row two held Tif Needell making 
a return to racing with the aid of Racing 
Displays with an excellent 1m 43.85, while 
his neighbour, Richard Hawkins, chose not 


to enter following the previous day's prob: 
lems. Behind them were Tim Brise, Syd Fox 
and Danny Burritt, and although there was 


no Bernard Vermilio, Mike Young nor Patrick 


Neve to complete the line-up of top FF 
drivers, Jim Walsh and Alo Lawler completed 
the fancied runners in the field, although 
down on the grid 

‘Nunez got the best start, but at Paddock, 


it was Frank Hopper leading the Argentinian, 
who was taken up the hill to Druids by 
Morgan. Syd Fox further relegated him at 
Bottom Bend with Needell next up and about 
to do the same. Hopper just led Morgan first 
time round with Fox watching closely as 
Morgan took his customary place at the head 
of the FF chain, Neither Hopper nor Fox 
were letting him get away, though, and on 
the next lap they were covered by 12s. Lap 
three saw Hopper fall down to 20th with a 
quick spin on his “dry” Torinos on a wet 
patch at Stirlings. So it was just up to Syd 
Fox to follow Morgan just in case of any 
incident, although the former had the throttle 
sticking for the last four laps. Tiff Needell did 
well to hold third until lap eight when Tim 
Brise got by at Paddock, only to spin back 
to dice with Nunez again and finally getting 
the better of him to finish fourth behind 
Needell. Following a spin at Paddock, Rupert 
Keegan did well to climb back up to sixth in 
his ‘Hawke, just in front of a steady Phil 
Dowsett. in the Tay Garage Titan. Hopper 
finished 10th, Alo Lawler hit the bank at 
Clearways, and Jim Walsh finished 12th. 
‘The Speed Merchants historic race con- 
tained many of the normal runners but ex- 
cluding the JCB Lister and the Donington 
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BRM. Trying to get the better of a Hesketh. 
sized and supplied hangover from the previous 
Gay's celebrations was Charles Lucas in the 
Hesketh birdcage Maserati on pole beside the 
Martin Morris’ D-type and David Ham's Lister 
Jaguar, Farther back were a couple of interest 
ing new cars, the F2 Coopers of 1960 vintage 
for Brian Classick, an ex-Surtees car, and 
the 1957 single cam model of Barry Simpson. 
‘A. rare appearance was also made by the 
Tatbot Lago of Richard Pilkington. 

‘Luke's understandably slow reactions 
allowed his front row partners to lead the 
first two laps, with Ham leading, but by Druids 
fon lap two the white Maserati was by Morris, 
and at the beginning of lap three he was by 
Ham too to immediately open a sizeable lead 
and that’s how they finished. 

‘Ham opened up a gap to Morris who, in 
turn, was caught by John Beasley's Lister 
Corvette, but as the challenge came to fruition 
fon the last lap, Beasley tangled while lapping 
the very sick Cooper of Classick and although 
he quickly restarted, he lost his fourth place 
to 8. steady Bert Young. Driving his normal 
Charles Spreckley XK120. was John Harper 
finishing sixth. Simon Phillips was next, win. 


ning the single-seater class in his Cooper 
Bristol, although a tremendous battle for 
second’ in class was finally the property of 
Pilkington after the venerable Frank Lock 


hart tried as hard as ever to keep him behind. 
Alain de Cadenet easily took the small sports 
car Class and a lap record in a Porsche RSK. 

‘With a time just 0.15 inside the lap record 
was John Nicholson on pole for the Southern 
Organs Formula Atlantic round. Nicholson 
was another to suffer from nocturnal 
Socialising but the ever reliable Pinch Lyncar 
seta 1m 26s anyway. Beside him were two 
arch rivals in Atlantic, Dave Morgan in the 
Southern Organs Chevron B27 and Alan Jones’ 
Custom-Made/Harry Stiller March 74B, both 
on 1m 264s, Behind them came the Wella 
March 74B of Ted Wentz whose new mech: 
anic seems to have sorted out the persistent 
handling problems, and Peter Wardle’s Sur- 
tees. The third row held Stephen Choularton, 
finding Jim Crawford's car just a little dif 
ferent to his own, but having his team-mate 
asa wrench and gofer. Tony Trimmer was 
in Graham Eden's Brabham with Alex Ribeiro, 
having his first Atlantic race in his Mangals 
GRD alongside. Two championship contenders 
with bad luck were Ray Mallock, whose engine 
Went sour causing a sixth-row grid position, 
Dut Geoff Friswell never made the start at 
all, kaving been pushed off by Dusty Rhodes 
in practice, this latter then having an accident 
on his own to cause a non-start 

"At the start, Jones took a quick lead, but 
Nicholson found himself on the grass at 
Paddock and back to third with Morgan 
chasing Jones. Ted Wentz, Wardle and 
Trimmer made up the rest of the front runners 


in Crossles. Syd Fox (17) follows. 


on the first lap, before a small gap to Ribeiro 
k. Bad luck again, intervened for 


nose again. 


Meanwhile, at the front, Morgan 
was closing on Jones and the gap was less 


than a second for the next three laps, The 
pressure and a damp patch proved too much 
for Morgan \though, and at Westfield he 
departed the scene, clouting the bank quite 


hard and damaging three corners, 

‘So now it was Jones and Nicholson fight: 
ing for the lead, from Wentz and Wardle, 
then another gap to Trimmer, Nick May who. 


had passed Ribeiro and then’ Choularton and 
Val Musetti. By lap eight the two leaders 
were running nose to tail with Nicholson 


trying at Clearways, Paddock, and then being 
forced back by backmarkers next time round. 
By lap 10 he was right behind Jones aj 

and, on the 12th lap, he was suddenly in the 
ead at Westfield, with Jones quickly dropping. 


back. Meanwhile, Wentz too lost his place 
when an ignition fault caused the engine to 
die totally. Wardle quickly caught Jones and 
it was now just a matter of how far down 


the field Jones would go, for his slowing had 
been caused by the car being stuck in fourth 
gear. On the 19th lap he lost two more places 
to Trimmer whose car was jumping out of 
fourth gear and had to be held permanently 
in fifth gear so. it was an excellent showing 
from the local driver, even though the car is 
still not entirely right. Ribeiro, too, got by on 
that lap but Choularton was 3.4 in arrears 
in sixth place. Musetti was next from the F3 
tyred Rapid. Movements March of Matt 
Spitziey in eighth, the last driver unlapped. 
Ray Matlock had ‘his bodywork attended to, 
then re-attended to, but he, too, was jumping, 
‘out of gear, holding the lever with one hand 
and the bodywork with the other, Don't ask 
What he was steering with! Richard Scott 
and Nick May both went off, to retire with 
little damage. Nicholson's fine 54.68 win and 
most of the other contenders’ retirements 
Opens up the Southern Organs championship 
with Mallock, Friswell, Jones and Nicholson 
all in with a’ chance with two rounds to go. 


BOB CONSTANDUROS 
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1974 
ROTHMANS EUROPEAN 
FORMULA 5000 
CHAMPION 


BOB EVANS 


ALL AT THE CONGRATULATIONS 


McKECKNIE : BOB 
WINE COMPANY a ON YOUR FANTASTIC 
ROTHMANS FORMULA 5000 
CONGRATULATE BOB “ CHAMPIONSHIP 
ON HIS L- FROM 

GREAT CHAMPIONSHIP 

McKECKNIE WINE CO, : LOLA CARS 

RHYLE HOUSE, (™ See 


NEWENT, GLOS ‘ST PETERS HILL, HUNTINGDON 
Tel: Huntingdon 51301 


CONGRATULATIONS BOB 
From all those involved! 
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SATURDAY SUPPORTING RACES 


Both Morgans for Southern Organs 


‘Three races were run on the short clreult on 
Saturday specially for television, and it was 
a highly suecessful day for Morgans and 
‘Organs. ‘The main race was a twenty lapper 
non-championship. thrash for the Southern 
‘Organs Trophy. Thirty-year-old David Morgan 
took his” Southern Organs Chevron- 
Nicholson B27 to victory over Alan Jones, Jim 
also lowering the Atlantic lap 
‘sas he went on his wa; 
Younger, Richard won th 
lap Formula Ford. race with the Crossle- 
Minister 25F again, of course, sponsored by 
Southern Organs, but this time the trophy 
was presented by the Evening News 
Formulae 3000 and Atlantic and GI saloons 
were represented in the ShellSport Celebrity 
race, and victory there went appropriately 
‘new RAC saloon champion, Bernard 


Even with no prize money, twenty three 
Formula” Atlantic. cars" were attracted to 
Brands Hatch by the BBC television cameras, 
and on Saturday morning they had to 
‘qualify for the twenty places on the grid, this 
20 lapper on the club circuit being for the 
Southern Organs Trophy. However, all the 
competitors Rot a small amount of start 
money from Jim Miller, as they have been 

in recent Southern Organs rounds, 

ime now since over twenty 


were Tony Brise, the Modus team concent: 
Ing on getting the F5000 ready, after both had 
been damaged the week before at Mallory 
Park, while Ken Bailey has retired, and Robin 
Smythe's GRD just didn’t appear 

Tt was the same front row as at Mallory 
last. week, John Nicholson, Alan Jones and 
David Morgan. Recently crowned John Player 
Aulantic champion John Nicholson in the 
Pinch Lyncar went round in 446 s, 0.8 s 
inside Cyd Willams’ and David Purley's lap 
record, which was first established exactly two 
years ago, Jones broke a fuel line on the 
Custom Made/Harry Stiller March 74B, and 
also got a puncture in his quest of bettering 
the Lyncar's time, but was 0.6 s short when 
practice finished. David Morgan was lucky 
in getting his Southern Organs Chevron: 
Nicholson B27 there at all. After a week at 
Chevron rebuilding his car after its Mallory 
accident, David was involved in a contretemps 
With a ‘continental juggernaut while towing 
the trailer back from Bolton. Luckily the 
only damage incurred was to the wing and 


Usual Formula Ford antics — Danny Burritt (left) and Rupert Keegan do their thing at Paddock. 


the trailer, but he was still out late for 
practice as the repairs were effected. 

Morgan was 0.2 s slower than Jones, while 
0.4 s behind Organ Morgan was Mr Atlantic 
himself Peter Wardle with the STP Surtees. 
ichard Scott had another outing in Nigel 
Clarkson's Hurford Jones Lola T360, and he 
was on the outside with 46 s dead. The third 
row all equalled Scott's time, Ted Wentz's 
Wella March, Ray Mallock's Chequered Flag 
Brabham, and local favourite Tony Trimmer, 
having another run in Graham Eden's 
Brabham. It was still close on the fourth 
row, the two occupants being a fifth slower 
than the row ahead. After missing the last 
two of three Atlantic races Matt Spitzley was 
back with the Rapid Movements March 74B, 
while on the outside of the fourth row was 
the much improved Nick May with the Wessex 
Finance Chevron B25/27. 

Geol Friswell was being cautious not to 
bend his Southern Organs entered March: 
Hart 73B, his 46.6 s being good enough for 
the inside of the fifth row, and his time 
‘was equalled by Val Musetti,” much time and 
money being spent on his March 73B since 
its Mallory practice shunt. Alex Ribeiro com- 
Pleted row five with the 1975 Mangals GRD 
ATS. FSV graduate Derek Cook and Cyd 
Williams both did 472 s to fill row 6, Cook 
having his second outing with his brand new 
Chevron B27, and Cyd Williams had a one 
off fun in the SDC Racing March 73B as 
raced s0 successfully this year by Jim C 
ford. Peter Williams is slowly getting the 
hang of FA, and is starting to go quicker as 
his time of 47.8 s proved with the Pinch 
(Plant) Chevron B27. Wes Dawn's March 
74B was 0.4 s slower, and Dusty Rhodes DBR 
P2 was a lot slower at $0.6 5, these three 
occupying the penultimate row. The last 
row was completed by Clubman’s star Frank 
Sytner, hiring the Chris Oates GRD specially 
for the occasion, and William Henderson 
11 with the Fred Opert Chevron B27. The 
unlucky onces were Irishman Des Donnelly 
who had never seen Brands before, his ex 
Vandervell March being first reserve, Howard 
Rose's March 712M and Roy Baker's MRE 

"The field was reduced to nineteen on the 
fone minute signal when Mallock jumped out 
of his Brabham and pushed it off the grid, 
the starter being jammed, and as he leads 
the "Southern Organs Championship, he 
didn’t want to incur any damage in a’ start 
ine fracas. Jones easily got the best start 
rom the middle of the front row, but Nichol- 


son missed a gear and got swallowed up by 
the first three rows. At the end of the opening 
Jap, Jones had quite a good lead on Morgan, 
these two having pulled out a gap already on 
a fired-up Wentz. ‘Then came Scott, Johnny 
Nick, May and Ribeiro, The Harry Stiller 
March gota wobble on at Bottom Bend on 
the third lap and in a flash Morgan was 
through to take the lead, and pulled away 
from Jones, who obeyed team orders and 
didn’t “do any heroics. 

Meanwhile behind Wentz, Scott was under 
‘extreme pressure from Nicholson, and on lap 
ten they were joined by a hard charging 
Wardle. His start was rather slow ‘but 
he snatched sixth place from May on the 
sixth lap, the Wessex Finance Chevron start- 
ing to handle badly. The top six remained in 
this order until the eighteenth lap, when 
the STP Surtees inherited fifth place when it 
dived inside the Pinch Lyncar at Clearways 

‘A. lap later Nicholson got crossed up at 
Druids, half spinning on to the grass, but 
he collected it all up and restarted without 
Tosing a place, As the leaders took the 
chequered flag,“ Organ Morg 
fore, Wardle got inside Scott 
ways to finish fourth behind Wentz. Nicholson 
had damaged the nose in his adventures and 
dropped. places to Trimmer, who must have 
impressed an absent Graham Eden in hi 
second drive with the car, Nick May, the 
handling of his Chevron getting progressively 

1nd Ribeiro who was very pleased 
‘new GRD. Nicholson thus finished 
head of 


the dicing Spitzley and 


‘Organ Morgan” the second annexed pole 
for the supporting ten lap Formula Ford 
event, the Southern Organs Crossle 25F now 
with an" RAC. approved Minister engine.” 
Richard Morgan put his disappointment of th 
previous week's events at the RAC to one 
Side as he shot off into his expected lead 
from Syd Fox in the McKinstry Hawke and 
Irishman Frank Hopper with his Crossle 25F 
with works Rowland power. Hopper got in: 
Side Fox at Paddock on lap two and did 
the same to Morgan exactly one lap later. 
Richard wasn’t going to remain second for 

lap he 


rest of the race, Hopper's big last lap effort 
to wrest the lead leaving him 1.0 s short. 
There can be little doubt that a Crossle must 


be "the" car to have in Formula Ford now. 
Fox finished a further 14 s behind, while 
Danny Burritt had trouble in holding down 
fourth place, first from Richard Hawkins’ 
similar Dulon, then when Hawkins spun into 
fetirement on the sixth lap, Tim Brise took 
Up the challenge in the works Elden but he 
was 12/5 behind at the finish. 

The leading five drivers in’ the Castrol 
Anniversary G1, Rothmans F500 and John 
Player Formula’ Atlantic champion: 
all. installed in ShellSport Mexicos 
expected the leading three throughout wet 
the saloon aces. Chrysler man Bernard Unett 
led comfortably from start to finish, while 
behind Richard Lloyd and Andy Rouse diced 
for second place, the Camaro driver getting it 
in the end by two-fifths. Bob Evans did Alan 
Jones at half distance and hung on to fourth 
place to the end, while lan Ashley got 
by the Atlantic driver on the run in to the 
line to finish fifth by a matter of centimetres, 
Only casualty of the race was Lella Lombardi, 
who went off up Pilgrims Rise spectacularly 
on the second lap. 

PAUL KING 
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CHRYSLER 
CONSISTENCY. 


Bernard Unett driving an Avenger GT wins the 1974 
Castrol Anniversary RAC Touring Car Championship. 


The RAC Touring Car Championship 
consists of a very tough series of races. 

And it is even tougher to win, 
especially as every car has to be a production 
model. 

Simply doing well just once or twice 
is not enough. You've got to be good day in 
day out, throughout the Championship season. 

So consistency has got to be the 
order of the day: the dfiver has to be certain 
that his car won't let him down, no matter how 
hard it's pushed. 

We're delighted to announce that 
Chrysler's consistency has come out tops in 
this extremely demanding Championship. 

And if it's good enough to do that, 


HILLMAN its got to be good enough for you to drive 
<r 
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Away 


CASTROL Gi 


the G1 fleld into Paddock. 


Crash, bang, wallop! 


By CHRIS WITTY 


Was it going to be Andy Rouse or Bernard Unett? That w: 
themselves prior to this, the final round of this year’s inaugural Castrol- 


what everyone was asking 
pported RAC Touring 


Car Championship for Gl saloons. We've suffered protests and moans and groans up until now 


but It resorted to blows at the end of this one and the carnage that littered 
Hawthorns was #0 bad, that the organisers decided to hang out what has become a novi 
the red flag. Fortunately, the decision taker 


ip honours went to 


‘track at 


item 
this time was valid but It resulted 
rly. Ht wouldn't have made much difference to the final 


it it had returned from a Demolition Derby, the overall champion- 
yrnard Unett while his closest rival, Andy Rouse, 

deranged front suspension and out of the pol 
Arguments that followed In the pit road afterwards, let's keep names out of 


raggered home with 
iat kind of race. Of 
but blows were 


‘You see, it wi 


‘seen to be thrown and make contact, while tow trucks brought back the remains of the 


explosion that happened on lap 1 


‘own and, not that he knew it at the thm 
‘one at that, of the champlonship. 
With Unett becoming 


any Internal opposition (for various reasons) and consequentl 
I race winner, Stuart Graham, in his familiar Brut Chevrolet Camaro 228. Read on for 


ENTRY & PRACTICE 


Unlike some of the rounds which have gone 
before, there was a packed house for this, the 
end of the road, or rather, the last race of the 
Season for the national G1 competitors. This 
was the 13th round of the championship and 
the series still hadn't been decided. 


it was to cost him the chancé 


¢ driver's champion, it was fitting that 
"5. team-mate, 
Williams” Mazda to secure It. 


Tn all, five cars lay battered about the track, one of them 
Actually blocking the road while two of them just happened to be the works Chrys 
Of Unett and Roger Bell! At the other end of the scale, Rouse” 


Avengers 
Incident was entirely on bi 
‘and a very good 


itish Leyland should take 
Tony Dron, picking up the necessary 


took his class outright as did 


In the large class, Richard Lloyd had gone 
back to using the smaller 6.7,litre Chevrolet 
engine in his regular Camaro while Jon 
Fletcher had refurbished his similar car after 
its knock at Snetterton a couple of weeks 
ago. All the others were the regular faces 
except Dane Jes Nielson in his star spangled 
Plymouth Barracuda which, like another one 
which appeared on occasions this year, ended 
up being towed back to the paddock after 


pracuce and didn’t race. 

‘Vinee Woodman revelled in the wet early 
morning practice session on race morning, 
sliding his Camaro around on its customary 
Firestone Intermediate tyres to comfortably 
reserve the top slot. The session was very 
much “an intermediate affair" and a good 
time really meant being in the right place 
and the right time. Stuart Graham cruised his 
ever-victorious beast into the middle of the 
front rank and just in case the weather con- 
ditions remained the same, which they didn't, 
Dunlop produced a special hand-cut set of 
intermediate tyres in thelr European G2 D1 
tread pattern and very similar to those used 
‘on the works rally Escorts. They weren't 
required at all and so remain unproven until 
next year. 

‘Woodman naturally hoped for damp con- 
ditions, his car being set up rather softly 
fat the front with some new springs (which 
had yet to. settle properly) purchased from 
Graham. This had served to reduce the car's 
‘alarming tendency to oversteer which Vince 
has always spoken about during the season. 
Such a setup was to prove a hinderance to 
the inevitable pursuit of the newly crowned 
Tarmac champion in the dry. 

Beset with dramas throughout the day was 
Lioyd's hastily re-engined 728, the team 
having great difficulty In getting It to start 
and then suffering from overheating problems. 
In all Richard only managed a few laps, Also 
in varying states of maladies were the other 
Chevvies 

‘With Tony Lanfranchi having had his 
regular Nicholas Van der Steen-owned BMW 
CSI removed from the owners’ possession and 
subsequently the race track on a particular 
point of law, this colourful character was 
Quick to find himself a solution and It w 
John Cooper who came to the rescue by 
lending Tony his old 3-ltre Si saloon from 
Isat year's club series. Only the diff had been 
taken from the Impounded CSi and armed 
with racing tyres, Tony wasn't all that hope 
Tul of being competitive, unless it was wet 
like it had been in practice. At one point, 
with him being such a late entry, It looked as 
if he wouldn't get a race, but Ford's hierarchy 
who were present asked Ivan Dutton to 

and down in his Capri to which he very 

tingly agreed to, such is the spirit in 


fi 
‘While negotiating Druids on only his second 
lap, Peter Hanson and the DOT Opel Commo: 
dore decided to go different ways and the 
resulting faux pas with the sleepers was to 
Fender him a non-qualifier, even though the 
mechanics made the car a runner soon after. 
The other Gl competitors wanted Hanson to 
start from the back. The organisers weren't 
So hospitable. Thus for Tom Walkinshaw, even 
though he was unbeatable within the class, 
the race was a foregone conclusion, even 
with the Dutch National Racing Team Opel 
Commodore of Huub Vermeulen on hand. At 
last we've received a visit from one of the 
continent's top Gl aces. This car, sponsored by 
Marlboro /‘Texaco (Holland), has'a tong racing 
history and finished fourth in the Spa 24 
Hours earlier this year. The rules in Holland, 
according to Huub, don't allow the British 
modifications and so, running to strict FIA 
regs and with a standard exhaust system, 
the car. was at a disadvantage in some res: 
pects. However, Huub reckoned there was no 
power loss through the two systems because 
“we've already tried it” He did add that he 


Chris Croft's Dolomite mates with the visiting Dutch Opel Commodore of Huub Vermeulen at South Bank and a very strange dance develops. 
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was Very impressed with British Gl racing. 
‘One wonders whether he felt the same way 
about it afterwards! 

Perched on the front row and just ahead 
of his arch rival was Barrie Williams In the 
Meet little Mazda RX3. This is not what Andy. 
Rouse wanted, and even though he had put 
his Broadspeed Triumph Dolomite just 0.4 5 
behind, he was on the next rank. With John 

ine’s similar car also up there, the Bill Shaw 
team having persuaded Don Moore to find 
some extra horses from the engine since 
Snetterton, it promised to be a more than 
interesting struggle. This was a needle match 
bar none. For Hine, practice had seen him 
bend the rear end ‘yet again, but at least 
everyone is cheerful about it “I tried to 
follow Barrie around Clearways” explained 
John, * but never having followed him before, 
1 was caught out as he appeared totally side- 
ways in front of me. T honestly expected him 
to lose it, but he didn't. Consequently 1 took 
avoiding action and went off.” Although John 
denies actually hitting Derek McMahon's 
‘Avenger which the burly Irishman had already 
parked” there, Derek made up a bomb with 
a huge alarm clock and placed it in Hine's 
driving seat. Maybe It went off on lap 17. 

Bernard Uneit’s supersonic lap times at 
Snetterton at the last meeting were finally 
traced to a demon cam which Chrysler had 
homologated. According to 
O'Dell, "I recived a telephone call 
Queen’ Charlotte of Tonga who Informed me 
that we had homologated such a cam for her 
quite recently.” ‘The increase in power was 
‘about # bhp and both Unett, Roger Bell and 
Jennifer Birrell had these latest tweaks. ‘It 
was a significant step to try to answer the 
superior power of the Toyota Celica which 
John Markey was hoping would beat the 
‘Avenger for the sake of Ralph Broad. You 
nee, Broadsoeed prepare Markey's engine 

Other significant additions were Chris Craft, 
back in the Equipe Arden Dolomite which used 
to be driven by Rob Mason and the failure 
‘of John Fitzpatrick of all people to get an 
entry In the Gerry Edmonds Sprint, such wi 
the popularity of this particular race. 


RACE 


Under a dry, but blustery sky, the second 
rank moved as one, almost pushing thelr way 
through the trio In front of them as the big 
American cars momentarily lagged and 
struggled for traction, but finding nothing but 
metal ahead. As for Williams, he led for about 
2 ft and then the Mazda performed its chat 
acteristic "dying swan" act and in no time 
At all, he was swamped by the pursuing pack. 

Peeling off out of Clearways to complete 
the first’ lap, Graham was already “doing a 
Gardner“ and that’s not what we want him 
to do, despite the fact that he deserves to 
‘win. Remember, our Gl was created because 
G2" produced Camaro walkovers. Now we've 
got ‘the same. However, the one man who 
Usually challenges Graham was moving up and 
lay third at the end of lap 1. Would Lloyd be 
able to get on terms ? The answer was a very 
swift “no” and two laps later, the Simoniz 
sparkle faded in the pit road with dwindling 
oil_ pressure. 

Behind the two Camaros, Rouse was still 
succeeding in holding off his pursuers and they 
were Walkinshaw, Hine and Williams, the 
Hermetite car of Holman Blackburn having 
dropped back to walt for the advances of 
Dron and Les Nash's fast rising Camaro. But 
that too was to retire at the end of lap 
7 with gearbox problems and fiery brakes 
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From his high grid placing, Unett had 
slipped back and was surprisingly being led 
by team-mate Bell and Jennifer Birrell, the 
lady initially holding the advantage. Also 
mixed in with them were Alan Foster's 


RS2000 Escort; this group being led by Tim 
Stock's, Magnum. 


It was obvious that Unett 
Tt was to be his down: 


With the absent Hanson, Opel’s honour was 
upheld by Vermeulen who had the Dolo: 
of Handley and Craft climbing all over 
him, these trio just out of reach of Dron’s 
similar Sprint which lay ahead. Although the 
Dutch car was quicker down the straights, 
he presented a problem around the corners, 
and on lap 13, just as Jon Fletcher's Camaro 
joined the party, the Dutchman capped the 
lot by extensively modifying the car as he 
war helped(?) into the barrier as the quartet 
disappeared away along the Grand Prix circuit. 
This delayed Craft somewhat who lost Hand: 
ley's company and completed the race just 
behind Lanfranchi's BeeEm and ahead of the 
slowing Fletcher 
Up front, Williams had clawed his way up 
to Rouse and Walkinshaw following his poor 
fart. He broke the class lap record again 
and again and, at half-distance, Barrie per 
formed the expected coupe de grace on Rouse 
by outbraking him into Paddock. Not to be 
outdone, Rouse had reversed the situation 
by Druids just as light spots of rain began 
to fall. The Mazda dropped back slightly while 
ri. It failed 
“fie Dolomite 
‘skidded wide on to the dirt and thumped the 
barrier, bending the left front suspension but 
able to carry on. A spin a lap later slowed 
Rouse even further and thus, as the Broad. 
speed car slowed with the resultant damage, 
the chance of the championship faded as well 
He eventually finished 15th 
Happy at the demise of his adversary, Wil- 
liams moved up on Walkinshaw and really 
had a go, nosing inside at Druids on lap 16. 
Then, with the Mazda on the inside and the 
Capri_on the outer line, they performed a 
gyrating act together. The Capri hardly lost 
any time while Whizzo came off a little worse 
and was pointing the wrong way. Undeterred 


he rushed off again, just as Hine loomed up 
and threatened his class lead. A matter of 
seconds later, the chaos started, for as the 
Vauxhall-led Avenger train reached Haw. 
thorns, the fast righthander midway down 
the main straight, it appears that Unett went 
around the outside of Stock’s Magnum, the 
two touched and the Avenger spun. The re: 
sultant moment eliminated the close following 
Beil, Birrell, Foster and Martin Birrane while 
Stock carried on without a0 much asa hint of 
what had happened behind, At first the follow 
ing care got through but Hine was caught 
out on the following lap while tucked in 
behind Alec Poole's Avenger. With nowhere to 
0, yet another one joined the graveyard. A 
Tap later, the red flag was shown along with 
the chequered and the race deemed over. 

The sparks that flew afterwards soon 
petered out, while Peter Jowitt of the RAC 
Actually smiled approvingly when we in- 
Quired if the physical stuff in the pits had 
developed into anything further in the 
scrutineering bay. It hadn't and the champion- 
ship war closed. Let's rest in peace. 
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Triumph Dolomite Sprint: 
G1 Championship Winner 


IAN PHILLIPS talks to Ralph Broad 
about the year’s development 


Last Sunday at Brands Hatch saw the final round of the first British saloon car championship 
run under Gl regulations and, with one of their cars finishing second in the class, British 
Leyland won the Manufacturers’ Championship. Nineteen-seventy-four was the first time for 
many years that BL have been officially involved in motor sport and this success is perfectly 
Umed at the moment when motor sport needs the backing of the industry and the industry 
needs such achievement to help promote products in a lethargic market. 

‘The success of British Leyland has been achieved with the Triumph Dolomite Sprint. These 
cars have been campaigned by five different teams in the national championship but the man 
who first spotted the potential of the car, persuaded BL to support the championship attack, 
and ther ‘and ran the most successful versions is Ralph Broad. Fast talking, ingenious 


Broad and his Broadspeed company Is perhaps the most respected combination in any form of 
saloon car racing. Whatever it is, If Broadspeed are involved they are the team to beat. Ralph 
hhas been in motor sport for 25 years and there isn't a trick he doesn't know. The fact that he 
{is always one step ahead of the opposition upsets, but also spurs on, his competitors. It has 
been the Broadspeed Dolomites driven by Andy Rouse and Tony Dron which have claimed 


championship back to Broad and British Leyland as wi 

“Lean seriously say, with my hand on my heart, the Dolomite Sprint is the most legal 
car I have ever built i life. Legal within the ‘spirit of the regulations, forgetting the 
‘wording of the regulations. I've always built cars within the framework of the regulations but 
the Dolomite Sprint is legal within the spirit.” 

‘Those were Broad's opening words when he talked to us prior to the final Castrol 
Championship race recently, he went on to describe the development of G1 and his 
Manufacturers’ Championship-winning Dolomite Sprint. 


“In June last year the RAC asked me to 
devise a set of regulations for the forthcoming 
GI RAC national saloon car championship. 1 
drew up a set of regulations which I thought, 
fat that time, would make all the cars very, 
Very equal within the respective classes. i 
think, looking at the championship this year, 
my predictions have come true. Competition 
has been very, very keen and there has been 
very, very close racing within the races 


British Leyland approached me, I thought 
the Triumph Dolomite Sprint had the right 
specification to win its class. I then had an 
interview with John Barber, managing director 
of British Leyland, and he asked me what the 
potential of their motor cars was. I picked out 
the Dolomite Sprint and from then on we had 
‘@ contract to develop the car. 

“This was in November last year. We spent 
two months doing the first stage of develop- 
‘ment to make sure the car would be competi- 
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tive. We finished the evaluation programme 
just before Christmas last year. By the times 
we were putting up at that stage I could see it 
had enormous potenti 

“We finalised the contract with British 
Leyland in January and carried on with 
further development until the first race in 
March. When our development started our 
times round Silverstone Grand Prix circuit 
were around 1m 53s. We eventually got it 
down to 1m 4925, 

“The regulations for the British saloon 
car championship allows freedom on springs, 
shock absorbers, anti-roll bars, limited slip 
differentials and complete blue-printing of 
the engine and all component parts 

“On the Dolomite Sprint engine we found 
we had 124bhp in standard form but with 
very, very careful blue-printing and making 
everything to absolute perfection we managed 
to get 174 bhp. There is nothing else allowed 
in the way of engine development and we 
truthfully did nothing else. 


“When. we started work on the develop- 
ment of the chassis we decided that, first of 
all, we would aim to get the ultimate. 
‘Obviously you cannot change the suspension, 
you must retain the same basic form, but 
when we first went testing we rose-jointed 
the whole lot to eliminate the flexibility that 
you get in the rubber bushes used on the 
Standard car. With the suspension in. this 
form Andy Rouse got round the Silverstone 
GP circuit in 1m 492s. We then put all 
the rubbers back on again and times were 
only Im S2s. However, we gradually 


developed all the rubber susper 
nent parts trying different stiffnes 
ness of rubber. Eventually we were lapping. 
within Ss of the time gained using rose- 
joints. The regs state quite clearly that you 
cannot use rose-jointed suspension — It 
illegal, even though some people do. In fact, 
lots of my fellow competitors use rose-joints, 
If we fitted rose-joints now we would be 
lapping Silverstone in 1m 48.2% with the 

sw development in tyres, The regs st 
quite clearly you cannot’ us 
Aithough we started our testing with them, 
and quite openly so, all my competitors were 
saying : * Aye, aye, ‘heating again.” 
What they didn’t ‘re was that we were 
establishing a datum line to work from. It's 
the obvious thing to do. 

We developed a datum line and from 
that developed the suspension mainly on 
springs, roll bars and shock absorbers and 


Simon Pearson, British Leyland’s sporting 
Public Relations man, and the editor look 
pensive. 


different hardness of rubber bushes. Having 
done that we then did a tremendous amount 
of work, with Dunlop, on the tyres. 

‘At the beginning of the year Dunlop were 
in dire trouble with their tyres, They kept 
throwing treads, overheating and breaking up 
and generally “doing everything that was 
wrong. We kept at it and we must have done 
Something like 3,000 racing miles doing noth- 
ing but tyre-testing. In the end we developed 
@ construction and a compound that will now 
stand up to any long distance races. At the 
Tourist Trophy, for instance, Tony Dron did 
107 laps on the same set of tyres and after- 
wards they still had 1.5mm of rubber left on 
them 


a 


“There was a big stink and cry at the be 
ginning of the year about the tyre problems 
and people were saying that the formula was 
no good. However, at long last it has been 
proved that the tyre manufacturers can come 
Up with the answer and produce the goods. 
‘The tyres we use are the same type of tyres 
used on the standard production Triumph 
Dolomite Sprints. Ours are 185/500-13 while 
the standard size is 175/500-13, so. there's 
really no difference. When we'd got the sus 
Pension development complete and the tyres 
Fight we had got a long way. 

On the engine front, as I have already 
said, we got an extra 50 bhp from just tearing 
Wt apart and being very, very careful in the 
blue-printing. Again within the regs we de- 
signed a camshaft to within the FIA toler 
ances and this gave us an extra 10 bhp. Other 
Wise we didn't, and were not allowed to, do 
Anything else, I must say that throughout the 
Season the engine has been super. We've only 
had one failure all year and that was in the 
first race of the year at Mallory Park. Tony 
Dron put 10,000 rpm on the clock and a big 
end bolt failed, From that day onwards we 
have not touched the engines. The car we are 
testing today has done three races, the TT 
and 40 laps of testing without being touched. 
We have not even adjusted the tappets; the 
top hasn't been off the engine at all and we 
shall not touch it even before the last race 
it’s going so well there's no point 

We did have one slight problem during 
engine development regarding the sump. 1 
designed a special sump to increase the oll 
capacity to eliminate surge on places. like 
Silverstone, To do that we had to put ears 
fon it, Initially it was thrown out but T put my 
ease to chief RAC scrutineer Peter Jowitt and 
eventually he said: ’ Right, you crafty bu 
ive within the letter of the regulations.” 
in fact we did, was to make the ears on the 
sump into oll coolers, which the regulations 
state are free. They cooled the oil as well as 
increased the capacity so it is legal within 


the definition of the regulations. That is 
what motor racing is all about. If I don't do 
it some other bright spark. will, and come 
along and beat me. 

“We've had no axle or diff problems. We 
use two axle ratios, a 24:1 which we use at 
most circuits; and we have a 41:1 which 
we used only once, at Ingliston. We might 
Use it for the last ‘race at Brands when we 
Shall be using the new high-profile tyres. We 
haven't used them previously. so I'm not sure 
atthe moment 

We decided to develop the high profiles 
after the August Bank Holiday Brands Hatch 


“We only had one engine 
failure all season and that was 
in the first race of the year at 
Mallory Park. From that day 
onwards we have not touched 
the engines.” 


Club circuit meeting. During practice it was 
pouring with rain and the Alfa Romeos, both 
the 1600 and the 2-litre were so much quicker 
than the rest of the field I thought: ‘What 
the hell's going on?” No way could Andy 
Rouse, of anyone else in Dolomites, even look 
at the Alfas. We know we've got more power, 
Wwe know our suspension is better, but in the 
Wet the Alfas were supreme. I then looked at 
the tyres and saw they were running a very 
high profile Michelin with a very hard com- 
pound — virtually an intermediate tyre but 
they. were so fantastically quick. I then 
approached Dunlop and discussed the high 
profile tyres. My theory was that the higher 
the profile the more supple the carcass. Dun. 
lop said they might go along with that and 
sald: “Let's go testing.” As luck would have 
it, typical English summer weather, we went 


testing at Silverstone and it was raining ! The 
first time we had been praying for rain all 
year. We put the high profile tyres on straight 
away —on the first lap we knocked 3 off 
our time. Andy reported back to me that the 
car was so much more controllable. Three 
seconds round Silverstone with its fast cor. 
ners must be worth 4-5s round Brands, It 
proved a point in the west Snetterton race, 
the first time we'd run the high profiles. The 
Dolomite Sprint just walked away from the 

position — nobody else was there, For the 
first time the Dolomite was really competitive 
in the wet. It is now a superb handling car in 
Wet, intermediate and dry conditions, We've 
Bot tyres for all conditions — our results show 
this to be true. 

“Tyres and suspension are the most import. 
ant thing in Gl. To get a further I's off our 
times round the Silverstone GP circuit could 
be achieved with a minimum of 10 bhp more. 
This we cannot do within the regulations but 
you can get the same results by developing 
tyres and suspension and that costs a fraction 
of what 10 bhp would be. 

“We developed that car over a five-month 
period, November to March. To get the ulti- 
Mate suspension we tried every permutation 
Of springs, roll bars and dampers in the book. 
We ended up with, at the front, 450 Ib/in 
progressive rate springs and Blistein gas- 
filled shock absorbers. At the rear we have 
220 Ib/in progressive rate springs and Koni 
adjustable dampers. We have a range of roll 
bars from .9 to .625 in at the front and from 
‘5 to .25in at the rear. On a circuit like 
ingliston we take the rear roll bar off 
altogether — well not take it off exactly, we 
{it a fiddle roll bar, one that doesn’t work! 

“Except for the very early races we've had 
no problems with brakes. At the beginning of 
the year we had problems with excessively 
high pad wear at ‘the front. We just could 
not get them to last. The first time we went 
to Oulton Park for a 25-lap race we found 
that by the end we were running steel to 


Rounding Becketts on a damp grey October morning go the editor and Broadspeed Dolomite Sprint. 
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What was a nice quiet,utterly civilised car 
like the Dolomite Sprint doing in 1974? 


94.04 mph 
¢ at S 


for 3 ho 


Dolomite Sprints, com 


win the aeiecsnatarers! Cluanpieiettin 
overall 


In the Drivers’ Championship, Andy Rouse’s Sprint 


ars of up to 5.7 litre 


wins class € (1600-2500cc) =» szxzx 


CRERUS Ritec? tp coutirpsation) © 


Triumph-cars that live up to their name ane 
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DOLOMI PRINT wins 1974 Castrol Group 1 Manufacturers Championship 
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Dolomite Sprint available for 
demonstration Demonstration models always 


TEL: 061-792 4343-5 


WOODFORD ESSEX HORNCHURCH 


01-550 8866 46631 
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steel. One answer to this was to fit cooling 
ducts. I pressured the RAC into allowing 
ducts to be fitted but they threw it out, In 
fone way I'm glad they did. Ferodo and Mintex 
have now developed some special pads and 
Hinings which will last for at least 24 hours. 
We proved this at Spa and at the TT when 
Tony Dron, using the latest Ferodo pads, did 
the whole race and still had half the pad left 
“GI racing has proved something very 
decisive, it has made the manufacturers 
develop’ the proper tyres and develop the 
proper brakes. At long last motor racing, just 
as In the old days, is helping manufacturers 
develop a better cur to sell to the public. 
"One area particularly where we have done 
a great deal of development has been the 
overdrive. This is something relatively new 
under racing conditions. It must be 
appreciated that, using the overdrive, we are 
changing gear under full throttle conditions 
‘The overdrive initially was a very weak unit 
everybody suspected that it was not strong 
enough for the job. We have done a tremen: 
dous amount of work on it and now, e 
Under certain conditions, it is ultra rel 
It failed for the first time this year at the 
penultimate Castrol RAC championship round 
At Snetterton and that was not a failure of the 
overdrive itself, it was the actual electrical 
solenoid which ‘burnt out 
"We had a problem early in the year with 
the overdrive jumping out. That was due to 
bad electrical connections. The vibration from 
the engine was causing the small electrical 
inside the overdrive, Since 
potted * all the switches. We've 
I the electrical connections and Aral 
dited them in solid and that has overcome a 
the problems. We've strengthened up the over: 


“On a circuit like Ingliston we 
take the rear roll bar off 
altogether—well not take it off 
exactly, we fit a fiddle roll bar, 
one that doesn’t work !"" 


drive quite considerably and now it 
bloody ‘efficient unit. Without the overdrive 
the Dolomite Sprint Is 1.88 slower on a cir- 
cult like Silverstone. Laycock have given us 
@ great deal of assistance in developing the 

the J type. The things we have done to 
the ‘overdrive I seriously consider should go 
into production. 

“The Achilles heel of the Dolomite Sprint, 
ym what I've read in the press and hear 
from the public, is the overdrive, If Laycock 
introduce Our modifications the Dolomite will 
be a superb car in every way. 

“At the beginning of the year we were the 
only Dolomite team to use the overdrive. The 
other teams didn't consider it worthwhile — 
they all have it now. We proved conclusively 
that you have to have it; it's the same as 
having a five-speed gearbox, although, in fact, 
we don't use all the gears. We use firs 
second, third, overdrive third and fourth. Th 
only time we've used overdrive fourth was 


ultra reliable throughout the year and, let's 
be honest, « Group I car bloody well should 
be reliable. This is the whole point of Gl 
racing. The cars are fairly expensive to design 
and develop but once you've done it, they 
are fairly cheap to build and run. Obviously 
‘we spend a great deal of money on mainten: 
ance because we have to keep the cars right 
on top form, even so it's a damn sight cheaper 
than G2 

‘AS @ constructor I feel Gl is a bit of an 
anti-climax, frustrating even. We spend a 
‘great deal of time and money at the beginning 
of the season developing the car. We then 
know that we cannot make that car go any 
quicker during the season and still remain 
Tegal. We have to sit on our backsides then 
and wait for everyone else to catch up. This, 
of course, is very annoying, but there is 
nothing we can do about it. 

“Obviously we are developing all through 
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ie geet i een BI pa nti Seca 


The familiar, slightly dated Dolomite appearance took on a new purpose this year 


the year, for instance we've developed these 
new rain tyres, We've tried to keep ahead of 
the opposition but it's a hell of a job. With Gz 
it' was no problem at all keeping ahead of the 
opposition. You are putting your expertise 
against theirs all the time. We put all our 
expertise into the Dolomite at the beginning 
of the season and then sit back and wait for 
the inevitable to happen. 

“The Dolomite Sprint will be extremely 
‘competitive next year, but it’s highly confiden: 

‘what we are doing! 

“must say, though, that a great deal of 
what we have achieved this year has been 
down to number one driver Andy Rouse. He's 
been a pillar of strength during the develop: 
ment; without Andy in no way would we 
have gone as far as we have. He is a superb 
test driver and he can relay back to me 
exactly what the car is doing and also he 
works on the car himself on top of his own 
work. Our other driver, Tony Dron, was no 
more than a fairly good average club drive 
at the beginning of the year but I think 1 
or Triumph, or British Leyland, have been res: 
ponsible for bringing Tony to the forefront 
Bs @ mature international driver. He's not as 
quick as Andy, I doubt if he ever will be, but 
he's stil an excellent driver in saloon car 
racing and is quite good test driver, too. 

“Our main opposition this year has been 
the Mazdas, I'm glad to see it has, otherwise 


It would have been a complete whitewash for 
the Dolomite Sprint which would have been 
bad for motor sport. I'm very glad to see 
the Mazda has been as quick as it has, how- 
ever Ido think that it should be in the bigger 
class. It might sound like sour grapes but 1 
think that the rotary engine should be classi 


“G1 racing has proved some- 
thing very decisive. .. . At long 
last motor racing is helping 
manufacturers develop a better 
car to sell to the public.”” 


fied as a 32-litre not a 2.3-litre. But, fair 
's given us some tremendous racing 
tion which is what motor racing Is all 


“I think the Mazda will be our biggest 
opposition next year. It should be the new 
Sroop-snout Vauxhall. That should be very 
quick if they can pull their fingers out and 
Sort it out, I'm certain it can be a top con- 
tender. However, at the present moment it will 
be the Mazdas again and, I dare say, like us 
they've got more to come. Next March will 
tell us that.” 


Mechanic Geoff Brown offers a few helpful comments. 


an 


The Fiat 131 Miraflori is supplied with a 


two or four-door bodyshell 


Fiat’s 131 plugs the 124 gap 


One of the most competitive sectors of the 
marker Js the 1300 to 1600 ce bracket. These 
fare generally full-sized family cars but ex- 
ternally sufficiensly compact for easy parking. 
‘Though an impressive appearance is required, 
@ relatively moderate purchase price is essen- 
tial if the model is to sell well 

‘So far as Fiat was concerned, this sector 
had been covered for a good many years by 
the 124, which was showing its age, and 
market penetrarion was starting €0 suffer. A 
tremendous research programme showed that 
‘the new car should be rather more roomy 
than the 124, with emphasis on riding comfore. 
Low fuel consumpticn was naturally the para- 
mount requirement, with low running costs a 
close second. The imposition of speed limits 
has made flexibility a much more desirable 
quality and even Italians no longer place 
maximum speed at the top of the list, though 
4 lively performance is very much appreciated, 
If it can be obtained wihout heavy fuel con- 
‘sumption. 

Tt was decided that the twin-camshaft 
engine, as used in the 132, was unnecessarily 
expensive for this model and a simple design 
was chosen, costing some 30 per cent less 
With in-line valves in very compact high: 
turbulance squish-area combustion chambers, 
Jow octane requirement is achieved, in spite of 
a high compression ratio. Exceptional fuel 
‘economy is the main virwe, with smooth low- 
peed pulling to give flexibility in the high 
gears, For all that, the maximum power out- 
Puta are meet satisfactory, with DIN figures 
of 65 bhp for the 1300 and 75 bhp for the 
1600, beth at 5400 rpm. 

To operate the valves, a high camshaft in 
the crank-cace is driven by a toothed belt, in 
the interest cf long life and cheap servicing 
There are short pushrods and rockers, the head 
being of aluminium while the cast-iron cylinder 
block carries a 5-bearing crankshaft. The same 
crankshaft fits beth blocks, giving a stroke of 
71,5 mm, the 1600 having’ siamesed bores of 
84 mm While the 1300, wrth water between 
the cylinders, has 76 mm bores. A twin-choke 
Weber downdraught carburetter is used in 

cases, though with different regulation 
for the two bore diameters. 

‘The first test cars were fitted with twin- 
cam engines but the ex:ra cost was not justi- 
fied and the improved fuel economy and flexi- 
bility of the new unit decided its adoption. 
The 131 comes between the 128 and the 132 


but it is more like @ reduced version of the 
laser car. ‘The Flat engineers prefer front- 
wheel drive for smaller cars but consider that 
| front engine and rear drive have space and 
accessibility advantages for a medium-sized 
saloon. 

The bodyshell is reinforced to pass USA 
regulations, which imposes a small weight 
penalty. Energy-absorbing bumpers are also 
available as an extra. The front wings may 
be quickly unbotted and replaced, which is a 
modern trend, while the elaborate anti 
corrosion pretection adds to the cost of the 
cars, but is justified by the longer vehicle life 
which most Duyers will be expecting of their 
ears, MacPherson-type front suspension with 
an anti-roll bar is used in conjunccion with 
rack and pinion steering. At the rear, the 
line axle is on four trailing links and a 
Panhard rod. 

‘The dual-circult servo-assisted brakes have 
discs in from: and drums behind, with a load- 
sensitive pressure relief valve at the rear. An 
electrical control box is mounted on the pas- 
senger side of the front bulkhead and con- 
tains all the fuses and relays in a box with 
the circuits indicated on its lid. There is only 
‘one cable coming through the bulkhead and 
chree multiple socke's lead to the front loom, 
rear loom, and instrument panel wiring. Ali 
models can be had with 4-speed or 5-speed 
synchromesh gearboxes to choice, and the GM 
Strasbourg automatic transmission is avail- 
‘able on the 1600 only. 

‘Saloons may have two or four doors and 
there is a 5-docr Estate. There are #andard 
and special (S) versions of all these cars 
excep: that there is only a standard 1300 
estate. Specials have extra equipment and 
can be identified by their four round head- 
lamps instead of two rectangular ones. Apart 
from the engines themselves, the 1300 does 
not differ from the 1600 except in having @ 
4.1 €o 1 axle ratio instead of 3.9 to 1. Estates 
have wider wheels and tyres than saloons, 
while options include air conditioning and a 
Himited-stip differential 

Prices have not been announced yet and 
delivery of right-hand drive versions will prob- 
ably net begin until che spring. 

1 was able to drive the 131 Mirafiori in 
Htaly cn roads ranging from autosrada to 
counsry danes and villages. The weather was 
never very pleasant and often very wet indeed. 
I drove a S-speed 1600 first, attaining an 


indicated (and illegal) 107 mph, so the car 
was probably a bit faster than’ the claimed 
99.4 mph maximum. Fifth gear is faster than 
the direct top. which will keep the speed up 
to 85 mph or so on appreciable up-grades. 
This is an altogether more refined car than 
the old 124, with much less booming of th 
body panels’ and very low levels of wind and 
road noise. The heating and ventilation work 
‘well, while the windscreen wiper has an inter- 
mittent seving 

In some ways, the ordinary 1300 was more 
impressive, the lower power only being notice- 
able when maximum speed was attempted, 
The low-speed “punch” of the little engine 
is quite outstanding, the car pulling away 
strongly from less than 20 mph in top gear. 
The claimed speed of this model is 93.2 mph 
and that would seem to be a fair one. Flats 
usually provide timing facilities on the auto- 
strada, but this has now been made illegal, 
so my estimates are approximat 

Boch cars have comfortable seating and 
well-placed controls, There is plenty of lateral 
space inside, extra width having been gained 
by using curved windows. The leg room at the 
rear is rather Inadequate if the front seats 

re pushed right back. The boot is of generous 
size for a car of this category. 

‘The ride is comforeable on bad roads—quite 
remarkably so for a car with a live axle— 
and it is here that the greatest advantage 
over che old 124 Hes. There Is less understeer 
than on previous Fiats, too. The 131 is @ 
good-looking car and ‘it goes into battle 
against the Renault 12 and the VW Passat, 
Have Fiat chosen well to ‘oppose these 
advanced front-drive cars with such a oon- 
ventional vehicle? We shall see! 


TVR prices drop 


In @ world where car prices seem to ri 

‘the announcement that 
lly reducing theirs is creating 
something of a sensation. The price of the 
basic 3000M comes down from €2025 to 
£2690, including car tax and VAT. 

To achieve this, only the basic model will 
now be sold, though the purchaser will be 
offered a wide range of extras, These include 
such things as reclining seats, Wilton carpet- 
ing, and West of England cloth headlining. 
It will be possible to choose a list of extras, 
‘equivalent to those previously offered with the 
luxury ML model, for €266 less than. the 
car used to cost, All this has been mac 
possible by rationisation, plus presumably, 
the money saved by not going to Earls Court. 
After all, when most of the production of this 
advanced, all-independently sprung sports car 
is earmarked for the USA. the vast expen: 
and disorganisation caused by going to the 
Motor Show is simply not on. Incidentally, 
rubber bumpers and a black vinyl roof are 
now standard 

vB 
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We put our money 
where our mouth is! 


We put Hermetite products to work in Hermetite Torqseal metal locking liquid, 
ions far tougher than normal _Hermetite Water Leak Sealant, and our 
specialised high temperature Heat 
which we stripped down and __Dispersant paint and Engine Lacquers. 
ing Hermetite‘instant Gasket; Throughout a gruelling season, all our 
inting compound, products have functioned perfectly. 


THANKS TO HOLMAN BLACKBURN & MANNS 
GARAGE OF CHIDDINGFOLD FOR AN EXCITING 


SEASON. 
WE ARE ALREADY PLANNING FOR 1975! 


Hermetite Products Limited - West Drayton - Middlesex - Telephone: West Drayton 45511 


Atop-up of Shell Super Multigrade 
can improve the protective power of the 
oil in your sump now. 


Fact: Fast-moving engine parts ‘snip up’ ordinary SG 
multigrade oils like scissors. After as little as 500 miles in 

your engine, they begin to thin out and lose their protective 

power. Shell Super Multigrade has a unique additive © 

called ‘muscle molecule’ which effecti iminates this ® 


‘shear effect’ and keeps the oil in grade and gives powerful 


engine protection right from oil-change to oif-change. 
So effective is the ‘muscle molecule’ that even if _ Ordinary Multigrade Oil Shell Super Multigrade 
you simply top up witha pint or two of Super Multigrade, without muscle molecule Instead of ordinary polymers, Shell 


polymer. [tis tougher and stronger: 
and resists the shear effect of 

Jes and render them, engines much more effectively 

ive. Result: too-thin oil Result: oilstays in grade 


it will begin to be distributed throughout your existing oil 
and can improve its protective power. There’s no need to 
wait for better protection. You can start getting itnow. 


Get the complete protection 
of Shell Super Multigrade at your 
next oil change. 


‘Topping up with Shell Super Multigrade can improve _ performance and more favourable oil consumption. 


the protective power of your existing oil, but for 100 
Shell protection, you should switch completely A product of Shell Research 


to Shell Super Multigrade at your next oil change. Shell Super Multigrade is the result of many years 

In today’s high-rated engines, Shell Super Multigrade continuous research and development in Britain and 

is the only 20W/50 motor oil which will reliably stay in Shell research establishments all over the world. 

in grade from oil-change to oil-change. Itcontains the unique Styrene Butadiene Co-polymer 
Shell’s better engine protection means better the ‘muscle molecule’ 


Get real engine protection- 
change to Shell Super Multigrade 


Write for illustrated leaflet to:~ 
CORBEAU EQUIPE LTD.. IVYHOUSE LANE. THE RIDGE, HA: 
Tel: 031 556 3507 


SPORTSTUNE (Accessories) Ss 
10 BRANDON TERRACE, 
EDINBURGH 
We are also Scottish Distributors for: 
ALEYBARS, KONI, SPEREX, FIAMM., SPEEDWELL, 
BROWN & GEESON, CIBIE AND RESTALL 
TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME 


Conae® yonbals 


Corbeau Equipe Ltd. 


STINGS, SUSSEX TN35 4NN. Tel: 0424 435480 & 426360 


BX @) 


ACCESSORIES 
149 CROYDON ROAD. 9 CARLTON PARADE, 
ORPINGTON, KENT 


BECKENHAM, KENT 
Tel: 66 24035 


Tel: 01-650-1941 


We carry @ vast range of Competition & Do-it-Yourself 
Accessories. All the Leading Brands. 


demon tweeks ies) 


GATESHEATH SMITHY 
TATTENHALL, Nr CHESTER (off Main A41) 
Map Ref. 109/474602 


Ri 
70625 /70055 


‘Sundays 11 


ALL CAR EQUIPE 


(Opposite Brands Hatch Main Gate) 


MAIN ROAD, W. KINGSDOWN 
SEVENOAKS, KENT 
Tel. W. KINGSDOWN (047-485) 2271/3258 


NOMEX, FPT Over: 


always available 


Tel: (082! 
Also NW Distributors of: SPAX, KONI. ARMSTRONG, 
BILSTIEN, ALEY BARS, GOODYEAR RALLY SPECIALS, 
FERODO DS 11 

Open 7 days a wook 9-5.30 p.m. 4 
19 CANNON STREET 92 KINGSGATE ROAD 4) 
BRISTOL. LONDON, WN. 
BRISTOL 633710 01-328 121 
330 RADFORD ROAD SPEEDWAY MOD SERV STAT 
COVENTRY ANWICK CORNER, 
(0203) 28265 NR. SLEAFORD, LINCS 
RUSKINTON 832362 
lace & Rally Equipment 
in Alloy Wheels 


Suppliers of Road, 
Speciali 


SHEFFIELD S10 5BA 
Tel: 0742-661779 


Also Main Distributors for CIBIE, MILL ACCESSORY GROUP 
ALEY BAR, HAYNES WORKSHOP MANUALS 
SPEREX PRODUCTS, and SMITH AIR FILTERS etc, otc. 


RIPSPEED (4) 


533 HERTFORD ROAD, 
ENFIELD WASH, 
MIDDLESEX 
Tel: 01-804 0425 


MOTOCARE M/C LTD. (f) 


235 DEANSGATE, MANCHESTER 
061-832-8236 
35 BOND STREET, BLACKPOOL 
0253-47663 
102 REDBANK ROAD, BLACKPOOL 
0253-52072 


43/50 QUARRY HILL, 
TONBRIDGE, KENT TONBRIDGE W 


Tel: (07322) 63333 jex: 95626 Tel: (0892) 
No ing out your order. Pay by:- BAI 
Phone your deta 


TON TYRES 


67 CAMDEN ROAD, 


ind Goods despatched (ASAP) Super discount including V.A.T. Home and Abroad. 


PARK LAAN 26 
ELLS, KENT HAARLEM, HOLLAND 


20885 Tel: (023) 316181 Telex: 41605 
RCLAY /ACCESS /DINERS/AM EX 


Correspondence 


The editor is not bound to agree with readers’ opinion: 


Saloon scandal 

In the light of the completely unexpected 
Announcement by the RAC to dfop the 850 cc 
Glass in favour of a 2i-Mtre clase (in. special 
Saloon car racing), we as competitors in the 
850 ‘class of special’ saloons, would like to 
know why the RAC did not make known the 
Proposed changes affecting our class of racing. 
Gnd now they can. justify sacrificing such 
a" well supported ‘clase {0 accommodate a 
ew ‘class for competitors who are already 
successfully racing. 

his year has’ seen more 850s racing 
competitively than ever before. The racin 
fas been close, spectacular, and fast. If it 

‘rue that 8508 are the Cinderella of special 
Snloons, it is only” because of the lack of 
Promotion and publicly by ‘the organising 
clubs 

We would like to point out, that all cars 
up to “2h-litres were’ prepared in. the full 
Knowledge of the existing regulations. It is 
only recently that the larger engined saloons 
fave ‘become competitive. and ‘have started 
Gefeating the various. cars up to 2{-litres 
Surely tn this situation, over 1300 ce. special 
Saloon cars should have been built to take 
Tall advantage of the no capacity limit. Might 
Wwe suggest that che competitors conform to 
the ‘Tegulations, and the regulations not be 
made to conform to the competitor 

‘However, "in the realisation. that Super 
Saloons are here, and that. they’ will have 
thelr own championamip series In 1975, which, 
Wo understand will be spit Into two classe 
vp to apiltres and over 2p-itres, may we 
propose that 

') Special Saloon car classes stop at 
Zplitres and. anything bigger 
automatically classed as Super Saloon, 

) The class divisions for special saloons 
remain unaltered, and that the 24-litre 
Eines is ‘confined ‘only to Super Saloon 
faces. 

If the RAC are successful in thelr proposal 
to drop the 850 ce class they are destroying 
® part of what club racing is all about. That 
{sine promotion of highly competitive racing 
within ‘reasonable cost limits conforming (0 
a stable. set of regulations: that allows. the 
Individual club racer t0 develop a competitive 
car at. minimum cost 

‘We know that our views and feelings are 
shared by all our fellow competitors and keen 
Supporters. Do not let the 850 ce. class die 
forall our sakes in amateur club racing 

Peren CROUCH AND NEIL DINEEN. 
Sauispony, WILTS. 


Support for Danny 


‘With all the recent correspondence concern- 
ing the various single-seater formulae, I feel 
le may be interested in my 
i an aspiring single-seater driver. 
Personally 1 fully support the well put 
views of Danny Sullivan, Formula 3 and 
Formula 2 have just got to be the best path 
towards the attention of Formula 1 managers. 
The racing is close, competitive, and most of 
‘all, it’s international. Mr Barnes rather cooked 
his own goose in his recent letter by trying 
to claim Tom Pryce's rise to fame as being 
a result of Super Vee and Atlantic. Surely 
Tom has a great deal more to owe to his 
gritty F2 drives for Chevron and Rondi 
that outstanding victory at Monaco—in F3! 
Danny has already summarised most of the 
formulae and put them in their rightful plac 
although he passed over Formula Ford 2000 
Father quickly. At the moment a driver can 
do a year of FF for €5,000, F3 for £25,000 
fand F2 for £50,000. So surely a step between 
FF and F3 is 2 good thing. At the moment 
there are 20 or 30 drivers who have been 
‘round in FF for two or three years and 
they just cannot afford to make the jump up 
to F3, So a new Formula with racing rubber, 
fand wings, but costing about £10,000 for = 
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year, fits in nicely—{assuming I can get a 
sponsor!) 

‘To sum up, I would like to see Formula 
Ford and Formula Ford 2000 established 
national ‘training formulae, leaving the 
Swedes and Germans to do Super Vee, the 
French, Super Renault and the Spanish, SEAT 
1800, etc, ete. Then provide a truly 
international training with European cham- 
pionships for F3 and F2. 

Wevenince, SURREY. 


Dummy dilemma 


When, oh when are race organisers going to 
the dangers of not having dummy 


‘At the Silverstone Championship finals 
meeting, three Clubmen’s Superspors cars 
were extensively damaged when a car on 
the front row was unable to siart and was 
hit from behind by two other competing cars. 
‘The race was stopped after one lap. 

Im the sport at the moment there is a 
barrage of so-called safety measures most of 
which cost @ great deal of money and are 
of dubious value, and yet the cheapest safety 
measure of all has been persistently ignored 
at club level. despite the success of dummy 
Brids at Ingilston. This procedure could be 
Enforced immediately, would cost nothing, 
and would be totally successful in eliminating 
Gead-engined cars in the middle of a fai 
accelerating pack. 

While we are having a serious moan, what 
fs the point of forming up all cars on the grid 
land then sending chem off in a tight bunch 
to do their warming-up lap? The warming-up 
of tyres and brakes is very hazardous, par- 
ticularly In. the proximity of other cars all 
doing the same thing. 

Perhaps i will take another serious acci 
dent before any attention is pald to this 
problem. 

OLNEY, Bucns. 


Tiny Neepett, 


ALEX FERRADA, 
Dick MALLOCK. 


Disturbing Brands 


‘Through the columns of Avrosrorr, I would 
like to thank the marshals who extricated my 
son from the wreckage of his car in the 
Special Saloons race at Brands Hatch on 
October 13. 

I. believe that a marshal’s report of the 
accident has been made, so no more of that. 

‘The unfortunate result of that accident is 
that Andrew is in Charing Cross Hospital, 
Fulham, Sth Floor North, being treated for 


that, after an acc. 
dent in which the car was very badly smashed 
and the driver trapped, the _ medical 
Authorities at the circuit saw fit to allow my 
‘fon to leave the circuit in his own transport. 
T'feel that any driver in an accident of that 
nature should be sent in an ambulance to 
hospital for a clinical and X-ray check-up. 

RUNCORN, CHESHIRE. BRYAN. TALBOT. 


...and correction 


With reference to your Brands Hatch report 
in Autosromt dated 17/10/74, we would be 
giad if you would make two points clear. 

) and finally, after four laps, a 
fire track’ crossed the track unnecessarily 
considering the space of time which had 
passed, and due to lack of maintenance on the 
Vehicle, a fire extinguisher and marshal fell 
‘onto the track 

I would like io point out that this vehicle 
was returning from the accident to a better 
Vantage point on the centre of Clearways, 
When the extinguisher freed itself from its 
mounting and fell off. However, maintenance 
is the circuit's responsibility not the driver's. 

by“... and over the bank into where the 
marshals had been refreshing themselves 

"We wish to point out that at the time of the 
incident, no marshal was “refreshing him- 


self" (We were too busy getting out of the 
way), and at no time would experienced mar- 
Shals, as the crew on Post 8 (all’ BRSCC), 
be refreshing themselves during a practice 

We would like to clarify these points so 
that your readers don't get the wrong idea. 


‘ALAN L, PALMER. 
(Flag Marshal: Post 8). 
Orronn, SEVENOAKS, KENT. 


Morgan the ace 


Ralph Firman’s Van Diemen International 
letter regarding the unfortunate but brilliant 
Crossle Formula Ford driver Richard Morgan 
‘seems unwarranted and premature if subse- 
Quent happenings are anything to go by. 

‘Van Diemen stood to win the BOC 
championship this year if Richard Morgan 
Could be eliminated from his 25 point lead 
‘4nd, af my memory serves me correctly, 
Derek Lawrence Jost the title to Don MacLeod 
fast year after losing all his points. Don 
MacLeod gained a lot of his points driving 

Merlyn Mk II through most of the season 
‘and only drove the Van Diemen in the latter 
part of the year. When MacLeod (who i 
2 very good driver), inherited the title, 
Diemen grabbed the glory 

I now hear that Bernard Vermilio's works 
Van Diemen has been found to have an illegal 
engine on virtually the same technicality as 
Richard: Morgan's! Mr Firman seems to be 
keeping remarkably quiet at the moment for 
‘one who is far as saying about ileal 
engines—" drivers’ careers and people's 
ivelttioods are at stake.” 

‘As far as Formula Ford goes, virtually 
everybody has played second fiddle to Richard 
(Morgan and even those with the same 
reputed illegality have been unable to beat 
him although at Silverstone he drove with an 
engine under the specified compression ratio 
nd still walked the race. What does Mr 
Firman want—Richard Morgan to drive 
blindlolded—or in reverse? 

For the record 1 have no connection with 
Southern Organs, Crossle or David Ministe 
—not even Ford or Firestone. 1 am just a 
Tacing enthusiast who bas spent many happy 
hours watching Formula Ford and the rest. 

IGGAR, LANARKSHIRE, G. E. Haut, 


Congratulations to 
South and Hawkins 


While in complete agreement with the fact 
that Richard Morgan (and possibly Bernard 
Vermillio) are a little bit. unlucky to be 
disqualified from the BOC Championship, we 
also find it praiseworthy that drivers such ai 
Stephen South (Rowland) and Richard 
Hawkins (Titan and Pegasus) should do so 
well with engines that were absolutely legal. 

Infringements, however slight, in this very 
competitive formula, cannot’ be taken 
lightly. The engine builders must be held 
responsible. 

With drivers of the quality of the afore- 
mentioned, engine builders should surely play 
safe. If they think they cannot afford to do 
so with works engines, then they must be 
Prepared to face the consequences. 

‘The Formula Ford Regulations clearly st 
that 33 thou Is the minimum gasket thick- 
ness. Engine builders should calculate com- 
Pression ratio with this figure in mind. 

if by chance an engine builder claims a 
standard gasket cannot be compressed to a 
figure of 34 thou (= 1 thou) then we can 
suggest. a way of doing so 
CHEADLE HULME, CHEsnine. R.G. Witcox. 

(Pegasus Racing Preparations). 
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Emerson Fittipaldi — and his 
second World Championship 


by EOIN YOUNG 


Emerson Fittipaldi is a champion’s world champion. Two days after 
‘Championshi ‘aco-Mariboro MeLaren at Watkins Glen, he was  walki 
Gasoline Alley olls to see the famous Speedway for the first time. Mechanics and 
drivers who had never seen him before were calling thelr congratulations; It was instant 
‘acceptance. That acceptance by the fiercely insular Indy crews became something close to 
admiration as Emerson climbed into the orange McLaren which Johnny Rutherford drove to win 
the “500” this year and started reeling off exporatory laps of the most dev 
race track in the world. The 2j-mile square oval Is supremely difficult because of I 
Each of the four corners has to be 
to A. J. Foyt who turned four laps at an average of 
to try the MeLaren during the Goodyear tyre ¢ 

He managed only 13 laps on the first da 
ph. On the second 


simplicity. 
ken precisely or speeds drop. Pole position this year went 
{632 mph. Fittipaldi was being allowed 


equivalent of manana. People 


with @ best lap of 161 meet Fangio always comment on. his 
day he was ready to run harder and after 40 Emerson's eyes also attract attention 
laps he was up to 183 mph. It would have in conversation, smouldering brown embers 
been good for the fifth row of the grid in the when he Is discussing the development of the 
"B00." As his speeds rose, so the crews left car during the season, flickering with amuse. 
‘their lunches and went out to watch at the ment when he moves to lighter subjects 
concrete wall. Even Foyt, the tough Texan He also eats breakfast backwards. The eges 
who battles to defend American racing from arrived before he had managed two spoonsful 
European infiltration, was showing interest of cornflakes, so he switched to the eggs, 
in Emerson's run. He had talked to Emerson then ate the cornflakes and he finished off 
earlier in the day, advising him on correct with & glass of orange juice. 

procedure... and even offering him a drive He was World Champion again, but only 


in the Foyt-engined Coyote. There is little because he had’ switched from the John 
doubt that Emerson Fittipaldi is a worthy Player Lotus team’ at the end of last season 
world champion. At 27, twice world cham- Why did he make the change? "The main 
pion, he commands respect. reason I left Lotus was because Ronnie was 

We talked over breakfast before he went going to continue and 1 was sure that with 


out to the Speedway. It was 10.30, closing two number one drivers in the team we would 
on 11. We had arranged to meet at 9.30. I never win the championship. I would have 
learned later that Emerson operates on the a better chance out of Team Lotus racing 


Elation after winning the Belgian GP at Nivelles. 


lborp 


against Team Lotus in a competitive car and 


being number one in that team raciog a 
Ronnie. If | was to say with Team 
would damage Ronnie's result. and he would 


damage mine. The effort of the team would 
not concentrate on either Ronnie or myself 
it would be split. Having two number ones 
in a team does not work: Last year 1 won 
three GPs, Ronnie won four...and Jackie 
won the championship!” He laughs, defeated 
by the turn of fate 

In June, 1973, John Goossens of Texaco 
and Patrick Duffeler of Philip’ Morris h 
talked with Emerson about backing him if 
wanted to make a move. Fittipaldi co 
now shop for the most competitive drive. He 
was attracted to Bernie Ecclestone's Brabba 
team and, in fact, a deal a signed 
when other factors intervened at. the last 
moment. A deal with MeLaren had. been 


discussed bur discounted because of the 
Yardley contract. Now the way had bee 
cpened for renewed talks with McLaren, The 
Brabham deal was suspended. Fittipaldi 1 
had a third complication in his career 
ne_which probably caused him. them 
intense soul searching. Ken Tyrrell had 
offered him a drive to replace Jackie Stewart 


‘My head was working at full power to 
decide whether to stay with Lotus or go to 
Tyrrell 1 would LOVE to drive. for 
Ken 

The complicated marriage between Fittl 
paldi, his sponsors, and McLaren Racing was 
eventually arranged, and Emerson tried an 
M23 for the first time at Ricard. His. first 
impression of the car was that the cockpit 
was farther forward than the Lotus 72, but 
he soon got used to that, He found the M23 
@ forgiving car to drive, very fast into a 


corner but not as fast as the 72 going 
of corners. The M23 had been a pace-maker 
in 1973, but as the 1974 season started it was 
apparent that somewhere that instant edge 
had been lost. Emerson puts that down to 
tyres. “Goodyear changed the tyre” con: 
struction, the diameter was smaller this year, 
the tyres were wider, stiffer and were not 
adapting so well to our car.” Before the 
British Grand Prix in mid-season, Gordon 
Coppuck ‘re-designed the suspension in the 
M23 and the result was an immediate im: 
provement. Fittipaldi told Terry Mayer after 
tests at Silverstone that he felt he bad a 
chance now of winning the championship. 
The ironic twist is that Coppuck’s change in 
the car had made it handle more like a Lotus 
72. “I had the feeling for the first time 
exactly like the 72. T even told Colin at 
Brands Hatch that now the McLaren is like 
the 72, the feeling of driving, going round the 
comers, the car suddenly was much more 
forgiving, we were able to let the car roll 
more than before, just like the 72. With 
the 72 most times I liked very soft rear roll 
bars and after the re-design on the M23 we 
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started using softer rear roll bars. After 
Brands Hatch I was feeling as though 1 was 
in a different colour 72." 

Emerson. makes interesting comparisons 
between the McLaren and Lotus teams, start 
ing with the men at the top, Colin Chapman 
‘and Teddy Mayer. “I think Colin is @ fan- 
tastic designer, one of the best in the world, 
Hf not the best. 1 always worked well with 
hhim at the race tracks, but Colin never had 
the same time as Teddy to run properly the 
team, to take care himself of the team 
Colin was more going to the race tracks at 
the weekends and trying to get the car right 
but after Sunday Petr Warr was running the 
team. Peter is always a very capable guy 
but I think if Colin would have 100% time on 
working for Team Lotus it would be different. 
Teddy is just the opposite, he dedicates him- 
self 100% to the team . . . he lives and works 
for the McLaren team and that, I think, is 
fantastic. He Is a very practical man, he 
knows @ lot about racing now . . he is very 
impressive. As a team organisation 1 think 
that without @ doubt the McLaren team is the 
best in the world now, everything included, 
the workshops, the mechanics, Alistair Cald: 
well, Gordon, Teddy, the way they work to- 
Rother is really fantastic, ‘The big difference 
St McLaren is that anybody can say anything 
to Teddy and he is going to listen, he’s going 
to see why that guy is telling him that, he 
accepts advice, Colin is different. Even the 
mechanics could not say things they som 
times wished to say to Colin because they 
Were, you know, scared of communicating 
with’ Colin, As a person, I owe a lot to 
Colin. He got me in 1970, he was the guy 
who put me tn Grand Prix and 1 won my first 
championship with Colin ‘as a business- 
man and a professional man Colin has always 
been very, very hard but outside of racing 1 
will always like Colin as a friend. He's a 
very funny guy, he has a good way to tell 
the stories about racing from Jim Clark days 
and before that, and, you know 1 really 
enjoy Colin's company. With “Teddy, I'm 
Working with him one year now and i'm a 
Very good friend with im, we have a good 
Felationship. Iadmire Teddy now much more 
than before and not only as a man and a 
Friend but as a businessman as well. To work 
together in business and as a friend too, is 
fantastic..." 

‘This year's championship, he says, was 
much more difficult than when he won his 
first title in 1972. “The cars now seem to be 
more equal than before. Now you got a 
Tyrrell, McLaren, Lotus, Brabham, Ferrari 
and you dont know which is going to win. 
1972 was more of a dice between Jackie and 
myselt. In June we were already the two 
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Denny Hulme, Teddy Mayer, Emerson, and crew chief Alistair Caldwell, discuss 


with a lot more points than anyone else, and 
t became a much more personal champion 
ship all during the year This year at Monza 
five people could still win, and after Canada 
still ‘three people. It was a fantastic year 
for Formula 3 

Talking about teams, Emerson patriotically 
puts McLaren at the top of his list as an 


Organisation, with Tyrrell very close, then 
Ferrari, Lotus and Brabham. Talking chassis, 
the Fittipaldi Mat runs: McLaren, Brabham, 


Tyrrell, Lotus ("but they lost a lot of time 
with the new car and it damaged the cham- 
plonship for them a lot”), and Ferrari. 
Emerson still speaks his own mixture of 
English and one mannerism is his pronuncia- 
tion of Ferrari. It is always Fe-barri. “Fe- 
harri have the best engine this season, for 
sure, I theenk so. They were winning races 
fand leading races because of the power they 
have. All the Fe-barri people and the Italians 


try to say the chassis ig fantastic . . . 1 think 
It was good, but I think others were better. 
If you think of the difference in horsepower 
of other cars competing against Fe-harri and 
still competitive in many places, it must be 
because other cars have better chassis.” 


Fit had close to 500 
bhp on occasions 1-495 bhp most of 
the season. The Ford-Cosworth in his M23 
usually put out 465-470 bhp. 

The 1974 World Championship went right 
down to the final race with Fittipaldi and 
Clay Regazzoni equal on points and_ under 

jessure as they went to the grid. To win 


the World Championship one had to finish 


ahead of the other. Winning the race itself 
Seemed immaterial. Fittipaldi’s main problem 
was going to be the start. He was back on 


row § with a time of 1 m 39.538 s; Clay 
was a row behind and to his right with a 
time of 1m 3965. If Clay made a better 
start and could establish himself ahead of 
Fittipaldi, the extra urge of the Ferrari «welve 
plus Clays natural talents at running defence, 


Could keep Regazzoni those vital few feet 
ahead throughout the race. On the other 
hand, Emerson couldn't afford to risk a 


scramble into the first corner; those first- 
corner fiascos earlier in the season had been 
‘2 warning nobody in his position could ignore. 
The leaders jocked for position down into 
and through the first dropping right-hander, 
‘and Regazzoni came in alongside of Fittipaldi 
under brakes. They went through the first 
turn side by side, wheel to wheel, neither 
driver daring to concede the inch that could 
cost them the title. Side by side still down 
to the second kink to the right with Emerson 
row eight with a time of 1m 39.538s; Clay 
took it from him, slicing across the bows of 
the McLaren. At this stage those brown 


embers must have been blazing. He tucked into 
the Ferrari slipstream and flew by into the 
braking area. The 1974 World Championship. 
had been decided on that first lap. Honour had 
been established. As the field streamed past 
the pits first time round, Fittipaldi was sixth 
and there was a gap back to Regazzoni. By 
the end. of the ‘race Emerson was fourth 
behind the two works Brabhams and Hunt's 
slowing Hesketh. Clay was eleventh, four 
laps down after pit stops. 

‘Emerson Fittipaldi had won his second 
World Championship, but he was angry that 
Clay should have carved him up on the open- 
ing lap, not that he wasn't expecting it, just 
annoyed that grown-up Grand Prix drivers 
Should resort to Formula 3 tactics. However, 
he had achieved his goal and he was pre- 
pared to attribute Regazzoni’s exuberance to 
the pressure of the situation. 

‘Next season there will be a Fittipaldi For- 
mula 1 car racing in Europe, built and driven 


by Emerson's older brother, Wilson. Neither 
brother has any doubts that it will be diffl- 
cut. “If they can qualify and be in the race, 
they will be happy. 

hard for them 


It is golng to be very 
to build a car in Brazil 


Keeping fit with a rubber band. 


is difficult because there is 1 
industry. there, no wheels, uprights, 
bones, things like that. People don't under- 
stand acing there, it's difficult to got the 
Fight materials and difficult to get the right 
people to work.” Next season Wilson will 
have two cars for himself, In 1976 he wants 
to have three cars with a young Brazilian 
driver to join him. 

Retirement from racing seemed to be popu 
lar after the final race in the season and 1 
asked Emerson if he had any plans for retin 
ment in the future. “One day I'm going to 
retire, but 1 don't know when or how. When 
T retire it will be when I decide to stop, it 

oesn't matter whether it is the start or the 
end or halfway hrough the season 1 
think the worst thing for a driver is knowing 
he is going to retire... 1 don't want to 0 
through that. 1 would feel bad personally 
Going it like Denny and Jackie did. For me 
it would be very bad. But every driver has 
a different way of thinking. When I decide 
to stop I will stop..." 

‘And. will he partner Johnny Rutherford in 
the McLaren Indianapolis team in 1975? 
Almost certainly not because it would feag- 
ment. Fittipaldi’s careful Formula 1 plans 
for the defence of his title. 


Every picture 
tells 


Emerson Fittipaldi,winner of this year's World 
Championship,like many successful Grand 
Prix drivers fits Champion Sparking Plugs. 
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Purely personal 


noddin’ in agreement by his 50 foot trans- would be grateful for de effort, but dey ort 
portan, an wannering witch o° his eleven sets sereemin in Ttalyun, an’ poor ole Easy-Gibbon 

pancels an tyres te Me for de race? An reely upset, wot with only earnin” twenty 

“When de Startah sey dont mind tellin’ youse, i'm dey tink there no quid de hole weeken’ an hart o” dat from ole 

mn, de Storish soy fish. around, orl dey gotta do ie go to de Frizwel nevah stop" moanin’ "bout it 

he. Goin Xo drop eer. Race De Corse aftah de Formulah Ford since! Sum people jus downrite ungrateful! 

thet execkly wot he Race an see orl de fivers bein waved aroun’ 2. De Race Committee: Nowun ever seem 

{ of 205,208 who are we ke! dey. in out "as an! to havea good word to say for dis. hard: 
to laff when he drop it Aftah all, de entry fees am only seven werkin bunch deep in de orful surroundin's 

jown de inlet trumpits ‘de cost oF petrol 10 de airkit am Belgravia. Dey reely makin de constant 

E oe : ai le race only “bout anudder ten quid, an’ yacrifices fo’ de sake 0° de sport, wot with 


of de man on pole! 


Sy three guid to de scroot to turn de blind only gittin’ three or fg) brandys in aftah 
(a y dat only works out "bout two pounds Junch an’ nin bak to Be meetin! De fust 
pet lap. cheep at half de price! An de poor time ah see dese meetings, ah jus 
PETER EVANS sganisahs, dey only coll wo hunnerd fallin’ ove ayshun at de way dey 
pounds from de gridful O° drivers, it harly protectin de reel interests o' de sport 
Generat Peter Ahmin Evans is Secretary of  enull to keep dem in de old Moet & Chandon Dey. tie up de Sekkertry 0” Clubmens 
the Clubmen’s ‘SuperSports, Register and ‘a until dey can staggab to" de box-offis an’ SuperSports Registah an givin’ him de gentul 
onger-than-he-would-eare-to-remember com ant de takins | Summtimes even, dey have to remindah (wid de hob-malled boots an de 
petitor in club racing. As register. secretar it up de occashunal Pewtah Cup to. de Rhino-Whips)  dat_de~ name SuperSports 
Petr nut the’ Sunaroports Formula ina winnah, ah jus dunno how dey make ends reserved f0" de InterSerie Race at Silverstone 
Stronger ‘position thon ever. in its history.” mee An quite rite dey are, {0° die am de race 
Below he discusses, in light-hearted vein, with 3. Motorin Magazeens: Maybe dere a case where de twenny thousand BHP unleashed 
fa colleague, General Abn, the problems he for de small grumble heah. Dat Pete Tigers,  snarlin off de grid. Tt no fault o' de Committee 
has come. across he de main corze 0” de trubble Evrywun sick dat most ob de snarlin an" BHP confined to de 
Pussahnally speakin’, 1 seecritly amazed dat 10 de de way he make orl de races program an de postahs, wile on de trak dere 
it taken Ortosport so long to inclood a riter sour” interreatin’. even when dey am dedly couple o' de wisperin, Porche-Turbos an’ de 
©: my jeenius on dis page. ‘Now fo" de fust dull. An’ he insist on givin orl de backgroun’ — Aston Lola wot amusin’ de large crowd, two 
Ciena. der long: suffarinRecdahe ‘can treet info, an’ tryin to keep de reedah interested, of whom siill_awalk at de end. (De udder 
Gemielves tee de iiterry ‘perils 0" wisdom, | when evrywun soonah reed ole Titbog wh> four Neavin’ early an missin’ orl de acksbun!) 
semen, ronricied to’ de "members ode tellin’ de ‘roof, an keepin orl de reedahs at de An’, wots more, ole Graham. Hill acksbully 
Preeualy, TeupanSports Regincant Ah can feevahspitch O° excltement Wid such gems a stickin up. fo" de  Clubmen's an’ showin 
eee eee de line, mamkin' in rosin "It were @ dul ole rayce, an from de bar intrest in dere plight, when if he had enay 
Sniicipayshan’o" de gems witeh am_about to i 100k as tho’ ole Davies wun t"" Old ‘Tits Sense he'd be. off in ‘Switzerland countin up 
poue Toueth, Dis onke' go to show wot a fine he certinnly on de ball, an who know bette? de start_munny an de share certificates In 
Pome or hecring. ah wot. as ‘evrywun kne dan he dat de reedahs not Bothered "bout de Armco Ltd, like de reel Formulah "Wun 
at two duzzen lips ‘not exackly deffinin ! nowaccount battle fo" second place between Drivers, an not causin trubble fo" de Commatt- 
Fusly, Tisely pesed off wid orl de moan: nine cars! ‘Stil, de jormalism am orfully tee by stickin up fo de trubble-makin’ 
ne ay tetas Puliaine odie vag week io aiftycult, but keep trying. Pete, maybee you minority! Still, he obveeusly ‘out 0° -tutch 
ao en an Tt cenrully read: more like: de so0m be ‘down to de Tithog’s level Wid de modern scene an suill elingin’ to de out 
Mourners Lament, wot wid orl de walling and 6, De RAC: How ennywun can hab de date idean dat racin shood be fun! 
Monintty: dawcal, unde nives in de bask fo" gorl to complayn "bout de RAC am jus' Deyond ” Nowun can accuse de RAC o' dat—dey 
Sonn Webb: who ‘closely resemiin’ a pine me. Dey reely do a grate Job, an dis latest right bang up to date, Ennywun who doubt 
Jone a ice detent munch sftah de Brittsh stroke vo" Jeenlus “tout who runnin’ de hry Inv watch, jus wait tll Ge new scale 0° 
Gran Prix Internashunals in de future am typical 0 — jicense fees announced! Da show you dey in 
Well Reedahs, now dat this page finally there professhunal approach Tuten wid tnflayshun at least! 
graced by # titer wid reel Insight, a giant Ik. should be obveeus to annywun dat de An’ ‘de. Screw-Tinears, dey bang up to date 


de scene 0° motoring jornalism, RAC am de best when it cum ganisin’ as well, jus you ask ole Fred Matthews ‘bout 
Queshun can be asked and anserred—" Wot de meetin! Ah’m givin it to you strate, when de passenger covers fo’ de D-type Jag an’ 
am reely rong wid Motor Racing Today ? de RAC in charge o° de race, de mind jus out it cum, no hesitayshun wotsoever, de 
De anser "course, is dat nulfin is rong  boggle at de expertise. When de RAC Stariah man jus’ reely amazin! 
at all, Wid my. incredible matematical say he goln’ to drop de flag, that exackly wot So dere we are Reedahs, orl de problems 
Wiszerdry, ah shall list de usual moans an he does, an who are we to laff when he drop solved, an’ orl dun on wun page! De only 
deel wid dem wunce an fo" all down de inlet trumpits of de man on pole! problem now, dat dere no call fo" me to be 
1, Munny: Orl de time de club drivers An wot about orl de trubble ole Easy-Gibbon appearin’ agane, an’ dat am a grate loss to 
motning about de cost. Only last week ole going to in de pits at de Brittish Gran Prix! a publik wot starved of a talent like mine! 
Frank Sytner sittin in de Ferrari Deano (Four- He so keen to organise de big crowd in de Still, fo" only two quid, you can have de 
Seater o° course) in de paddock an’ groanin pits to welcum Nikky Loudah, he even ask  autograffed foto—rite to de Fan Club, C/O 
bout de lack 0" hard cash an ole Sid Marler Ken Tirrel to help. An you think evrywun  Easy-Gibbon, RAG, London, WI 


Not content with being merely a britliant writer, Peter Ahmin Evans is also a master Clubmen's driver; he is seen here at Llandow: 
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Jean-Pierre Jabouille’s easy victory for Alpine meant that the works team have won every 


race this year in 


JARAMA 


What has amounted to 


domination. 


Jabouille completes walkover 


Story and pictures by PAUL THOMPSON 


ster in Spain, no one expected the final round of the 2-litre championshi 


There were no disasters and 
fo date with a near one-lap v 


tory over 


Gerard Larrousse. Alain Serpagal kept the driver's title by two polats trom Larrousse, despite 
not finishing when his engine dropped a valve. Jean Ragnotti rounded off his year with a good 


show in third, 


his March clearly the next best thing 


round after the Alpines. The entry was 


slightly depleted, with a number of regular runners preferring to get thele cars prepared for 


yalami, but the ROC Lolas reappeared once again, despite the recent de: 


h of Hans Funda, and 


Fred Btatder fast ploped decpe de Mepration’s' Cosvros om the line for fourth, with teammate 


Francois Servanin sixth. 


ENTRY and PRACTICE 


For the seventh and final round of the litre 
sports car championship, the local race had 
a huge entry of 40 cars, but a squint round the 
revealed just 22 showing up. There 
‘amount of rivalry among the 
local Spanish drivers for the race, which 
looked like proving interesting, but no one was 
really expecting to challenge the Usine Alpine 
and) Swiss Cheese/Archambeaud teams as 
they settled down to some quick lappery in 
the first of two one-hour practice sessions on 
Saturday, Most teams had been out un: 
officially on Friday and some even earlier in 
the week, so gear ratios and suspensions were 
erally’ well sorted. As befits any profes: 
ynal works team, the Alpines were all ready 
to goin the hot mid-morning sun, and 
abouite was away first, and putting in the 
fast times. Javier Juncadella had left the 
1m 26.75 in a national race 
farlier this year, but the Alpines were soon 
making mincemeat of this. They were little 
changed since Mugello, having only put in 
some straight line testing. but after Larrousse 
came up with some Goodyear tyres and found 
them faster and “easier to drive on,” Jabouille 
also swapped over on the Friday and found 
them better, so used them for the rest of the 
weekend. Normally Goodyear do not service 
2.litres but ex-Firestone engineer John Ward 
has got together with Roger Hire and Jabby 
‘Crombac to form ‘International Circuit Sales" 
(ee P&P) and they will be servicing next 
year regularly. With his Alpine, suitably shod, 
Jabouille wound up on pole with a 1 m 23.17 s 
in the morning. The track was getting very 
oily in the hotter afternoon session and he 
was a half-second slower. Larrousse, improved 
marginally later in the day taking’ the other 
front-row slot on 1m 23.57, though he had 
been down to 22.8 on Friday. He only mar 
aged 10 laps in the morning when a coil 
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Wire came off and dropped into a drive belt 
In an unofficial session on Sunday morning 

rouse had a nasty on his second lap! A 
brake. fluid pipe broke and he swiped the 
Armco broadside, breaking a couple of wheels, 
the radiator, the nose and. wing. While 
Jabouille had a fresh engine for the race, the 
Swiss-backed team kept the same motor for 
Larrousse, having slotted it in on Friday night 

‘Alain Serpagi is not in the same class as 
this pair, but he only wanted to finish, as 
only Larrousse could catch him for the cham. 
Pionship if he won and Alain failed to finish 
His tm 24.90 was good enough for fourth 
fastest and he remained on Firestone, ax the 
team had never used Goodyear before, and 
it was not important if Jabouille did not finish. 


Gerard Larousse could have taken the driver's title if he had wor 


Marie-Claude Beaumont was out again in the 
second Archambeaud Alpine, the older A440 
she has shared with Bernard Darniche this 
year. She too remained with Firestone, getting, 
down to 1 m 28.88 s for 10th fastest before 
a cracked front upright was discovered on 
Sunday morning. 

March have not had a very good year after 
their excellent start at Ricard, but things 
were shaping up in Spain where Jean Rag. 
notti had the Antar 74S humming round. The 
Cosworth BDG was getting the power down 
well, the handling being unbelievably neutral, 
even with full tanks, and Jean took a good 
third fastest with his'l'm 24.295 in the morn- 
ing. The third row looked like being the place 
to watch, for the local Spanish rivalry started 
here. Emilio Zapico, who has improved tre- 
mendously this year, had hired the Fison's 
Lola of Martin Raymond with a 1970 Smith 
FVC installed. Since the early season prob- 
Jems, Martin's mechanic has really sorted the 
car out, and Zapico, on 1m 25.778, was over 
the moon with the handling. Javier Juncadella, 
in the Tergal-backed T294 of Roger Heaven, 
was alongside on Im 26.145, using a 1970 
Richardson FVC. He set his time within eight 
laps in the afternoon and then promptly blew 
the engine so the Heaven's ‘crew. had. to 
change back to a Cosworth BDG for Sunday, 
which the Spaniard had not liked in un- 
official practice, 


Jorge de Bagration was back in the 
Hire camp,“ for the regulae. Chevrons 
for John ' Lepp and Rafael Barrios 
Were being prepared. for Kyalami and 
Roger had brought down two of last year's 
B23s for the Spaniard and Christian Melville, 


Both the cars, naturally enough swapped over 
the Goodyears and Bagration got down to 
Im 27.28% (the car being the same one he 
drove last year) with a regular Hart BDA and 
no troubles. Using Jose Juncadella's old B23, 
Melville was unfortunate enough to have the 
metering unit playing up all morning 0 he 
could not get In any’ lappery and set the car 
up. Things were better in the afternoon, but 
there was no second gear; which is very 
14, and he had to be content 
3.50 8, while the 1970 Richardson, 
wed for another for the race. 
ose Uriarte's Hiconsa Renta-backed Lola 
was plagued all morning with fluctuating 
fuel pressure In the AVJ rebuilt 1970 FVC. His 
mechanic checked everything out before think. 
ing it might be the filter dropping from its 
seat and blocking off the fuel. In the afternoon 
& misfire returned, but with Goodyears now 
fitted he was able to get in a few laps, pet 
ting down to 1m 28.278 for eighth fastest 
Dirt in the injectors was later thought to be 
the cause of the misfire, for the local fuel 
very dirty and other teams were finding 
Injectors clogged too. 

Francois Servanin turned out fastest of the 
OC Lola T2048. Slotting in ninth with 
Im 28.388 without any problems. Stalder 
would normally have been’ higher than his 
Im 29.425 but in the afternoon he broke a 


but he finished second. 
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new timing device on his Simea engine and 
had to change for the race. There was a third 
car this time, the ex-Lafosse Gitanes T292, 
fitted up with one of the Simca motors. 

Farther down the grid were a number *f 
British-based cars with varying problems. On 
1m 29.505, John Sheldon was having another 
turn in the first Paulenco March and, barring 
a little oversteer and rich mixture on the 
Richardson FVC, was quite happy. The sec- 
‘ond car was in the hands of Mario Cabral on 
the next row in 1m 30.43 s, 

Buzz Buzaglo, who has only had one race 
since May, was’ out again in the John Mac- 
donald B23 with a Wood-tuned Racing Ser- 
vices ally BDG. “It’s really good to have some 
power behind me and get racing again,” said 
the Aussie. However, he was not in luck and 
could only get in iS laps in the morning 
before the rear main seal went. He had to be 
content with his Im 31.32's for this was still 
being. changed in the afternoon. Tony Rouff 


was just behind on Im 31.335 in_ Stuart 
Chubb’s B23 with 1930 ce of Racing Services 
FVC, He was bothered with a lack of power 


and then lost the brakes when air was dragged 
in through a rear bleeder. In the afternoon 
a misfire set in which took a long night to 
find, though all was well on Sunday morning 


RACE 


‘The scheduled two-hour Face Ta fact was Fe 
duced to 105m, for the Alpines could not run 
the distance without a fuel stop. After the 
warm-up laps the tanks were briskly topped 
up and the 22 cars got a breather in the 
hot afternoon sun, Just on one o'clock the 
flag dropped, engines screamed and strained, 
Larousse got a little twitchy and Jabouille 


barrelled down the straight and into the lead 
at the first corner. Serpagsi was gobbled up 
by the pack after a very slow start and as 
they 

‘was Jabouille, 


‘swept round the twisty back section, it 
then Ragnotti, who had dis 

Zapico, Bagration, Serpaggi, 
jont and Urlarte. The Spanish 
looking interesting, for both 
Zapico and Bagration made superb starts, but 
the Chevron was up against the Lolas and 
Serpaggi pulled past soon after along with 
Juncadella. Larousse re-passed the cheeky 
March of Ragnotti after two laps, but still 

fapico was going strongly in fourth, though 
it looked like Serpaggi was closing in. Melville 
was already in the pits to announce he had 
lost the clutch and was sent out again, but 
with a lot of ground to make up. 

‘The Alpine domination was quite clear after 
five laps for Jabouille, with Larousse in tow, 
was storming away from Ragnotti who, in 
turn, was dropping Zapico. Serpaggi was 
latched on to Emilio taking another two laps 
fo get past, to see if he could close in on 
the March for another Alpine one-two-three. 
Juncadella_ and Bagration were both going 
well but already dropping even more, but 
clear of Barrios, Stalder, Beaumont’ and 
Uriarte. After another Jap, though. they had 
towed up behind Bagration to make it a five- 
car train. Servanin and Sheldon followed at a 
ance before Desentis with Lapeyre closing 
rapidly, having gone well from the back of the 
grid, Rouff was alone, clear of Cabral and 
‘Antoranz, but poor Buzaglo was at the back 


needle match w. 
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Jean-Ragnotti went well in the Antar March-BDG 


having to take things easy with bis suspect 
engine. and hope he could last at 8,000 revs. 
With il laps gone, though, he was the first 
retirement, when he found second gear in- 
stead of fourth and buzzed the engine, which 
in turn caused a dropped valve 

fh 10 laps up, there was nothing to stop 
the Alpine rout up front. Serpagai 
to within 4s of Ragnotti, but he 
close any more. Zapico, though, had been 
dropped, but was singing along quite happily 
ahead of Juncadella. Ripping through the mid. 
field runners, Jabouille opened out 2s on 
Larrouse, but Soon they were nose to tail 
again, while Ragnotti opened up 7% on Ser- 
pags. 

Then, drama for both Zapico and Juncadella, 
who came into the pits and let Bagration back 
to fifth. Emilio had a very unusual case of 
bolling brake fluid and lost three laps before 
getting out again, while Juncadella was in 
trouble with the crankcase oll seal gone at 
the front of his BDG. He was out again maki 
another three pit stops to try to cure it 
before retiring after 28 laps, with blue smoke 
trailing out behind for his obituary. Melville, 
meanwhile, had also retired with the gear 
linkage adrift on his Chevr. 

‘With ‘the half hour up, Jabouille and Lar- 
rousse had an easy 30 s over Ragnotti, who 
in turn was 10 8 clear of Serpaggi. With the 
wir up, Larousse was ahead of Jabouille, 
he pair having completed 37 laps {0 the 
of Ragnotti and Serpaggi. But now, Stalder 
was up to fifth, just ahead of Bagration having 
passed a few laps earlier. They were another 
lap clear of Lapeyre who was showing really 
well and clear of Barrios, Servanin, Rouff, 
Sheldon, Antoranz and Cabral all on 34 laps. 

Larrousse had got past Jabot ust 
after lapping a buge gaggle of back markers. 
At one. point among this lot, the pair 
almost touched as they hurled on to the 
pits straight, but now things were 
Interesting 5 Jabouille in trouble? 
For Il laps, the Swiss car stayed 
ahead until Jean-Pierre replaced himself en 
tete. In fact it was Larousse in trouble right 
from the start. The accident in the morning 
had upset his Alpine a little around the rear 
suspension, and after Jabouille repassed on 


Bu: alo had little luck in his Chevron Bi 


to take third place overall. 


the straight, Gerrard dropped back, more and 
more, with'a bad vibration coming in from 
the rear left wheel. Then Serpaggi was in 
trouble! Alpine number one, was slowing 
dramatically ‘with the engine sounding dread- 
ful. For five laps he continued getting slower 
and slower, before finally pulling in to retire- 
ment with’ yet another dropped valve. With 
Larrousse now falling away from Jaboullle 
trouble Serpaggl had no real worries for his 
championship was safe—by «wo points. 
Zapico finally retired after 42 laps when 
the brakes got worse and he went through the 
chicken wire on the double right hander after 
the pits. He was followed immediately by 
Barrios who had spun and had the clutch 
centre pull out when seventh, This left 
Servanin alone, until Sheldon closed in slowly 
but surely. When Serpaggi went they were 
elevated another slot. While passing Rouff, 


however, who had been mixing it in with 
the March for a good few laps, the pair 
touched, which unfortunately sent Tony 


through’ the chicken into retirement but 


without too much damage to the Chevron, 
Jn the last half hour, Jabouille just eased 
farther away from Larousse and was cl 


{o'lapping him when the flag came out, This, 
in fact, put Gerrard back a whole tap, though 
he was comfortably second from Ragnottl's 
March in third. The little Antar driver though 
had driven a storming race, for he related 
after that he had been without first and fourth 
gear since the start. Maybe if he had had 
these he could have given his compatriots 
a closer run. Stalder never managed to. get 
Clear of Bagration once past and at the f 

they ‘were still neck and neck with the 
Spaniard causing hearts to beat fast as he 


came bombing down from the comer, over 
the kerb adjacent to the Armco in an’ effort 
he could not quite make It 


to pass 


Castrol 


SPECIAL STAGE 
CHAMPIONSHIP 1974 


vt NTOSPORT vs ys 


Tony Drummond/Dave Richards are now \ 


Ht pI 


TAVERN WOOLBRIDGE RALLY 


laced to win the 


Castrot/Av 


Rockey’s Wild West Show 


By RICHARD HUDSON-EVANS 


Ten fastest stage times and a convincing return 
accompanied by the sartorial Ron Channon in the 
on the weekend's Tavern Woolbridge Forestry Nati 
supplied and Boreham-bullt Hooper 

best that Wareham and Brendon had to offer, wi 
travelled Castrol AvTosrort circus members just 


Photos by KEN HARVEY 


to flying form took Bristol 
co-pilot’ 
ional. For 


scort through the comparatively local delights of the 


ho demonstrated to the hard core of much 
“How The West 'Won”— yet he was 


the first to give all due praise to the behind-the-scenes engineering wizardry of Mike Philips. 


Rockey's performance culminated in his pulling ou 
of the rest, which, on this occasion, took the form 
‘Tony Drummond and hi 


However, for fear of being accused of 
rubbishing” the rest of the successful who 
made the awards list, it wasn’t that the other 
place-men (or, on this occasion, the women 
@ fine performance being recorded by Jill 
Robinson and Dilys Rogers) were exactly 
hanging about. It was just that Rockey was 


going that much quicker! 

‘As for whether Rockey had any incidents 
worth recording along the way. any” stray 
tree stories and the like . . . he confided that 
for the very first time he had come. com- 
plecely to terms with the car, had been one 
hundred per cent happy at the controls and 
could really only remember the whale event 
as having been “just one big moment!” 

‘Yet for all of Rockey's undoubtedly highly 


skilful Wellington work, round ten of this 
year's most relevant championship, to the 
majority of the Clubmen entry, proved to be 
too much of a curate's egg. It's true, the 


good parts were very good. But then there 


Were bad parts in abundance. Sadly, in retro- 
spect, these tended to outweigh ‘the good 
news, making the 1974 Tavern Woolbridge 


National rather a disappointment. 

“The bad news" started with the scrutineer- 
ing, which, although well meaning enough, 
appeared to be far too concerned with regu: 


40 


a most effective mim 
ial 


te lead over the best 
form of the Invading Dales duo, “ Big 


ever-wiley accomplice Dave Richards. 


latory detali—and not with the fundamental 
checks of whether a car was in fact safe 
enough to be allowed to start. As a result of 
long and involved individual debate, most. of 
Saturday night in Weymouth was expended 
in the scrutineering queue. Even the start 
itself, held in the gloom of the rain-battered 
‘was hardly much recompense for the 
it, all rather a damp squib—especially 
jonal status event 
the other hand, it must be admitted 
that there were indeed very many cars that 
did not, in fact, comply to the letter of the 
latest law for cars taking part on National 
status events. There appeared to be a general 
deficiency in fire extinguisher carrying capa- 
city. There were many competitors» whose 
headlamps, although having their centres 
correctly positioned in relation to the mini 
mum height from the ground ruling, were well 
out as far as their spacing from the extreme 
edges of the motor car were concerned. No 
doubt this was due to their owners wanting 
to allow the headlamps a completely” un- 
restricted light path. Many a tilting seat was 
not secured to the floor pan, while in several 
cases firewall adequacy was undoubtedly in 
question. 
There was also the sheer 


Tength of the 


event, for the most part with too little action, 
only the hectic batch of stages to the south 
of Minehead semi-redeeming. the overall im- 
pression. Rallying from midnight Saturday to 
mid-lunchtime on Sunday—with just 14 stages 
—cannot be anything but tedious. True, one 
accepts that the average speed on the road 
has to be set to cater for the not inconsider- 
able number of motorised tourists. who 
‘amazingly wish to see the West Country in 
October. But the event did seam to take a 
very long time indeed, there being far too 
few stages, although ‘any opportunity for 
competitors to be able to drive stages in 
daylight as well as darkness on the same 
event must be applauded. 

‘The rain did little to help Martin Clark 
and his. combined Tavern and Woolbridge 
Motor Clubs’ team of helpers either. For the 
water poured into the works for their first 
stage, Puddletown Wood, at the best of times 
a rather soggy Safari, and a dreadfully over- 
worked one too, having been well used by 
the Cheltenham Festival Players the weekend 
before. Immediately the stage became more 
like a Production Car Trial section, with even 
such a talented pair as Paul Faulkner and 
Monty Peters slithering into the undergrowth, 
suffering further indignity by actually hold: 
ing up Rockey's progress for a few seconds. 
Meanwhile for the middle and late numbers, 
the going (or lack of it) became more like a 
Brands Hatch car park in the rain, Needless 
to say, the times achieved by the lucky were 
therefore all rather irrelevant, thankfully 
being subsequently deleted from ‘the results. 

Then the same dreadful watering can be 
blamed for the arrowing, which, for the first 
night's six stages, was exceedingly “droopy, 
making too many of the multiple junctions 
very much a guessing game, The organisers 
can count themselves lucky that nothing more 
serious happened. For on the second. stage, 
the first in Wareham, a gross piece of negl 
gence resulted in quandary for several com: 
petitors, including the unfortunate Faulkner, 
Russell Brookes, the hawkeye John Brown, 
and Richard Hudson-Evans. An arrowed cross. 
foads was mistaken for straight on, instead 
of a definite “right"—and it was therefore 
possible for competitors, unimpeded, to find 
themselves rejoining part of the stage that 


they had already covered at the next junction 
—all without so much as a brushwood_ bar- 
Fier, NO" board, or marshal, particularly in 


view of the very’ Wigh converging speed that 
could occur if the arrowing were to be mis: 
interpreted. The penalty. for those who 
lapped Wareham twice was a longer time, 
which the organisers, sticking unrelentingly 
to their guns for fear of any further stage 
mileage being axed from the results, would 
not scrub, deciding that, as the majority of 
the entry had taken the lintended route the 
first time, there was no case. All. highly 
unsatisfactory. And one can only hope that 
the RAC have something to say to the 
organisers on the subject . . . in the interests 
of this sort of thing never happening again. 

Anyway, of those who left the forestry 
circuit at the correct “exit” point, the fastest 
were Chris Beynon and Lyn Andrews in the 
former's glorious Porsche, just. 2 8 up on 
Rockey tn the first of the Escorts, with 
Drummond a further 9's down, 


However, on the next nine-miler which 
came almost immediately, Drummond pulled 
fan extra 4 s worth of advantage from Beynon, 
whose Porsche was very much at home in the 
upper speed ranges that were possible, though 
Rockey. even though third fastest, ‘realised 
that he had to go even quicker for the rest 

the stages. This he immediately did, on 
“four and Gore Heath, leading Beynon by 
6 and 9 s respectively 

Other notable performances were put up by 
the “Men of the Midlands,” Chrysler Avenger 
equipped Rod Badham and Fawkes-Underwood 
in the Gandy-sponsored car, as well as 
Bernard Banning and Rob Parrott. Badham 
amazingly equalled one of the Porsche's 
times, while Banning took 10 s off both 
Beynon and Drummond on Kings Wood 
Warren. Brookes and Brown in the Andrews 
Heat for Hire RS2000 disappeared for home, 
presumably with an incurable transmission 
malady. 
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‘The Escort ranks were thinned on Gore brave, with log pile armco in places and a 
Heath by the series of sharpish “S” bends river In others. The most tall per 
near the finish. First Jeff Churchill and Ro formance here was put in by rims 
Jones flipped thelr Escort, parking It on I and John Pitfield in thelr Performance Parts 
‘side in the trees pointing back from whence Escort, who were only a second slower thaa 
it came. Then, not long after, Bob Chapman Rockey. While one unfortunate middle-field 
‘and Nigel Milis did exactly the same in the | man inevitably found the river and tarried 
incredible Escort (2), which was, surprisingly, more than a while 

allowed to start the event apparently in the Cacelegfa: pace wen\taruioniilig: ea thiened 


same state as it finished the AP Stage+— ine Kennisham loop before moving on to the 

ihout a fear window! Indeed, although  frendons, the first of which claimed Richard 
Chapman's amazing machine could be ex-  H{udson-Evans’ Escort which ditched to stick 
tracted when the stage was finally closed to fast for over an hour on the approach toa 
Surprise all by bursting into life once more, 90 left junction before 3 cordoned-off “short: 
the Tavern Woolbridge must have surely our tperhaps, the famous ‘Terry, Hunter/John 


marked the absolutely final appearance of the — Daychport Porsche bypass on a far-off 
tatty black beast. For by the time Bob had — Tayern?, ‘Brendon 1, Brendon 2, Whits Wood, 
driven to the finish via the rest of the stages Scruffete and "Wooton Courtenay, came thick 
for fun—it really did look as if it deserved Sng fast on last, tha wally wen Ont 

@ one-way ticket to the breaker's yard : 


By all accounts, Roger and .John Platt's 

After a great deal of queuing at the Spark- progress in the former's Capri, very short on 
ford establishment for breakfast, which was damping, was something to behold on Whits 
hardly ‘worth the staying awake, the depleted Wood, a mere 3 6 behind Rockey and in a 
entry moved on to Staple Park, very short— | Group 1 car, too. Then the incredible Chap- 
notable only for a rather unnecessary caution man was still “having @ go,” tieing with 
Board on what turned out to be @ virtually Drummond and Beynons’ thes on Scruffets. 
flat brow, presumably a special bonus for While Banning, whose Avenger had been 
those with local knowledge. ‘Then came the without rear brakes for most of the rally. 
highly spectacular run Up and down the upset a fine run by going off to lose vital 
valley at Stuckeridge, very definitely for the time on the very last comer of the last stage. 


Treacherously slippery conditions were waiting for competitors as a result of prolonged rains. 
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Roger Platt, trying as hard and spectacularly as ever, finished eighth in his battered, travel worn Capri 


So, the penultimate round of the champion- 


as usefully extended his 
m the unfortunate Faulkner, wi 
sted officially 


title figh 
the final round, December's Tour of 
Chris Beynon predictably made 


Rockey, In second place, 


points: 
ho, one 
‘about 


. though, as befits the best 
there is still (and it depends on) 


Eppynt. 
he top 


three. Quietly, without fuss, at four came the 


‘and quick Richard ifie and Phil 


Bolton 


in their Epic Escort; while two of the most 


credital 


Iking points of the rally w 


vere put 


in by fifth placed Jill Robinson and Ditys 


trol Clarke and Si 


Rogers for Team C 


epson, 


as well as Dave Jephcott and Neil Roden in 


their Foremost Tyres Services-entered 
Prince Michael, who was enjoying a 


shakedown trial in the Reed: 


Escort 


As for the rest of us, including HRH 


further 


‘of Torquay 


RS2000, it proved to be a valuable pre-RAC 


training session, even if not exactly a classic 
in. its own right. ‘There's always another 
year for that 


a 


BUY THE TYRES THAT WON 
THE BURMAH RALLY 


GOODYEAR RALLY SPECIALS 


Goodyear, the rally tyre 
specialists, have a fantastic range of 
proven rally winners —and we've 
just added the Burmah Rally to our 
string of successes. 

e Goodyear Rally Range 
195/70 H4R-13 Rally 5 includes tyres for all weathers, with 
most sizes available ex—stock now. 
And they’re all winners. 

For full information on the 
Goodyear Rally Range, see your 
local Goodyear dealer (listed 
opposite), or write for illustrated 
leaflet to: 

Rally Tyre Department, 
Goodyear Tyre and Rubber 
Company, Bushbury, 
Wolverhampton, WV10 6DH. 

RAC ENTRANTS-SPECIALOFFER! 

Special discount for RAC 
entrants—contact your nearest 
stockist. 


6.1013 Mud and Snow 


175 x12and 
475 413 G800 
Rally Special 


AUTOSPORT. OCTOBER 24, 19/4 


WHERE TO BUY YOUR 
NEXT RALLY WINNERS 


Special stage 


edited by lan Sadler 


RAC latest... 


Piece by piece information about 
the RAC International Rally is 
‘coming to light. The event has a 
similar timetable to last year: 
starting at York at 9 am, Satur- 
day 16, returning there 7 pm or 
50 on Sunday, leaving there 8 am 
on Monday returning again 

7 pm on Tuesday, and then re- 
starting again at a’ shocking 7 am 
on Wednesday for a 6 or 7 hour 
run around Yorkshire. We under- 
stand that there are two new 
stages in Wirral, at New Brighton 
and at Ellesmere, with a time 
control at Vauxhall Motors in 
between. A stage that had been 
planned before then, which we 
Presume to be Heaton Park, has 
been cancelled, so that after three 
Yorkshire stages (Bramham, 
Harewood and Esholt) the rally 
oes straight across country to 
‘Wirral, which they reach mid-day 
Saturday. It seems that last year’s 
"Mickey Mouse” tests on the 
Welsh north coast are out, as is 
Great Orme, for the next bunch 
‘of stages are all forests, Two 


age 
re_surely likely to be Eppynt, 
fan interesting venue in view of 
the no-pacenotes rules of the 
event. After the Welsh sections 
there are three stages in the 
Gloucester area, one of which is 
Known to be at Cirencester Park, 
which Marlboro are sponsoring 
‘and. which was widely advertised 
as being an RAC stage at the 
Arkell. These will presumably be 
mid-Sunday morning. One of the 
others is thought to be Dodding- 
ton, though the stage concerned 
is apparently all tarmac which 
must exclude the infamous grass 
sections used on the Tour of 
Britain, 

In the second main leg, the 
route goes north, taking in a short 
tarmac/dire stage just before a 
Time Control at Croft. The 
Kielder stages will be held again 
in daylight, apparently in a con- 
trary direction to Inst year. The 
night will be spent in the South 
of Scotland (there is no “Burmah 
Rally” loop) and the route back to 
York goes via the Lake District, 
in daytime. Details on the final 
morning's run are sketchy but 
would presumably be similar to 
Iast year. The details of the route 
fare not being made known until 
November 7 when the road books 
will be issued. 


@ A Datsun Forum takes place 
this evening at Allisons Garage, 
‘Wheatley Hall Road, Doncaster. 
Admission is free ‘and Chris 
Sclater, Mike Greasley, Alec 
Poole,’ Jeremy Furguson and 
Martin Holmes will be in attend. 
‘ance. Two Janspeed Datsun rave 
cars will be on display in addi- 
tion to the more usual rally 
vehicles. 


© Tony Fowkes plans to make his 
Tong-awaited debut in the 2-litre 
Escort RS1600 this weekend on 
the Border Rally, a shake-down 
for the RAC. His sponsorship 
with Cables & Components is 
Being continued for 1975. 


a“ 


Shell/Scotsman Rally Championship 


Points leaders 


Contrary to some rumours that 
we have been hearing, Shell are 
Still officially out of the Shell/ 
Scotsman rally championship and 
the series is open to offers as 
was reported in these columns 
some weeks ago; although nego- 

ions with a sponsor are 
apparently in progress. With one 
round to-go (the Border this 
weekend) the championship is in 
the balance, and it seems that 
Donald Heggie can just clinch 
the title from current points 
leader Arthur Jasper. Current 
positions are as follows. Drivers 
Jasper, 45; Heggie, 42; Findlay 
39; Hibbert, 38; Cowan, Milne 
‘and Taylor 28; Arneill, 20 
Benson, 19. Co-drivers: Bryden, 
45; Crabbe, 39; Turnbull, 38 
‘Thorburn, 34; Molver, 29; Dean, 
28; Mair, 24; Kennedy, 23. 


@ Positions in the World Mana 
facturere Rally Championship 
after five rounds shows Lancia t0 
have taken a stim lead from Flat 
52 to 48 points with Ford in third 
place with 34 points ahead of 
Datsun and Toyota with 26 and 
22 points. 


Border decider 


The Border Rally provides another 
run for forest enthusiasts in the 
Kielder complex. The event is of 
national status but does not count 
towards the RAC series: it is 
however @ counter in the Shell 
Scotsman series. The start is at 
10 am this Saturday at Hawick, 
and of the 98 stage miles no 
fewer than 60 are in the forests! 
Although the entry numbers had 
‘not been allocated on going to 
press, the top ten crews were 
expected to be: Arthur Jasper 
Bill Crabb, Don Heggie/George 


Dean, Andrew — Cowan/Hugh 
MacNeill, Bill Taylor/Iain 
Maclver, Tony _ Fowkes/Bryan 
Harris, | Willy Crawford/David 
“Piggy” Thompson/Mike Nichol 


son, Ali 
Tan’ Milne/David 
Tony Stone/—. 


tair Finlay/Frew Bryden, 
Donald and 


© Chris Sclater's wife, Sally, gave 
birth last Thursday ‘to a’ baby 
daughter, Emma, weighing in at 
8 ibs. Obviously in a state of ant: 
cipation, Chris plonked his 
Datsun on its roof at Cobham the 
previous day while testing some 
Dunlops 


Batchelor/Lepley in BTRDA battle 


‘The fifteenth and final round of 
the BTRDA rally series takes 
place this weekend with the 
Hercock Simpson Rally, counting 
for Gold Star and Triple "C 

points, After the Lindholme 
Trophy last weekend the cham 
plonship is between Gordon 
Batchelor and Graham Lepley. 
With only the best eight scores 
taken into final account, Lepley 
will have to win the rally with 
Batchelor finishing in eighth posi 
tion or lower to take the cham- 
pionship. The Hercock-Simpson 
starts at noon on Saturday (26th) 
from the Hercock-Simpson Head- 
quarters at Welford Road, 
Leicester and the finish is 
scheduled for the Hunting Lodge 


Gordon Batchelor — champion ? 


Hotel, Pottingham. Halfway halt 
In at the Little Chef transport 
cafe, Morcott. The organisers are 
not allowing spectators on this 
if you want to watch you 

0 unfortunately, 

there ix no spectating information 
available. Gold Star points after 
last weekend's Lindholme Trophy 
show Batchelor to be leading on 
93 points from eight events with 
Lepley 82 (7); Drummond 72 (5); 
Baines 70 (7) and David Bell 69 
(8). Three co-drivers are in the 
hunt with Jenkins on 106 from 
eight, Brader on 95 (8) and 
Harvey 92 (7). Top entries on the 


Hercock Simpson are Lepley. 
Batchelor, Bell, Baines, Bell 
(Brian), ‘Fidler, iffe, "White, 


Beeby and Rawson. 


Rally men go 
back to school 


Rauno Aaltonen's 
are now in full swing in the 
Eifel" mountains near the  NOr. 
burgring circuit, The tough three- 
day courses start with cross- 
country running and gymnastics 
at 7.30 am and, after a hard 
day, the students retire at mid- 
night after night training in their 
cars. This magnificent area con- 
tains all the terrain necessary 
for teaching rally techniques, and 
whilst theory forms the basis of 
the course, there are plenty of 
opportunities for their practical 
application on forest, sand and 
gravel routes, skid pan, as well 
as the full 20-mile north and 
south loops of the Nurburgring 
circuit itself, The student groups 
are being kept small (20) and the 
“professor”. himeelf personally 
instructs both from 


rally courses 


everyone, 


id; 
Tha" profsseor "—Raund “Aalto: 


nen’s secrets revealed. 


passenger and driver's side. He 
fe totally at the disposal of the 
trainees 24 hours a day. As proof 
of che success of the scheme, the 
current’ German national rally 
champion is a past Aaltonen 
pupil. The price for all this fun 
fs £150 including bed and break- 
fast and two further meals per 
day. The next course starts on 
October 30 and more information 
is available from Rauno Aaltonen 
Rallye Seminar, D-7303 Neuhau- 
sen-Stuttgart, " Rosenweg 26. 
Telephone (07158) 8351 


CASTROL/AUTOSPORT 


Next year’s 
rally plans 


With the increased forestry allo- 
cation for next year, Castrol are 
looking forward to hear from 
clubs with the prospect of run- 
ning a stage rally—of standards 
suitable for possible inclusion in 
the Castrol ‘Special Stage Rally 
Championship with Aurostorr. 
Erie Silberman of Castrol would 
be pleased to hear from any 
clubs with such plans. Telephone 
0793 30151 ext 2520. 
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Special stage 


Curley money 
for RAC Datsun ? 


i 


Curley on the loose? 


s ui 


Irish “tarmac” rally star Cahal 
Curley, due to be driving on the 
RAC Rally this year, may not in 
fact be coming over to compete. 
‘The Datsun-Dealers 2402 he is 
booked to drive Is apparently on 
loan only, Curley being asked 
to pay his own. costs, and a 
certain amount of friction appears 
to have arisen from this arrange- 
‘ment. 


Warmbold “no” to drive 


International “driver” news heard 
in Canada last weekend includes 
that Rauno Aaltonen will not be 
driving a Fiat on the RAC Rally 
‘Achim Warmbold was offered the 
drive but after discussions in 
Turin decided to turn it down in 
favour of going to New Caledo- 
nia for the Bandama Rally. Also 
entered there is Richard Bochni 
cek from Austria with a Citroen 
DS23, and Jean-Pierre Leprose. 
Jean Todt in a Simca. Beltoise 
‘and Larrousse are also expected 
to be going. 


Five Renault Alpines for POR 


Doing slightly better than the 
Rideau Lakes, the SCCA’s Press 
On Regardless Rally gets under 
way on October 30 with an entry 
of 61 (Rideau Lakes 51 starters). 

The rally starts at 16.00 
hrs on October 30 in the Lake 
Superior city. of _ Marquette, 
Michigan, and the POR will finish 
there at 09.30 on Saturday, 
November 2. Total mileage is 
scheduled 1,508 with 465 stage 
miles divided up 51 ways. The 
rally will run in dawn to dusk 
legs of about 14-hour intervals. 
Top entries will include Lancia 
and Fiat (Markku Alen's co- 
Griver being replaced for this 
rally by Atso Aho), a team of 


three Renault Alpines, entered 
under the Aseptogil label with 
Air Afrique/Bandama links 
and three Renault 17s—a model 
which Renault’ are anxious to 
promote in the US. Drivers will 
be Marianne Hoepfner, Robert 
Neyret_ and Guy Chasseuil with 
Alpines, and Darniche, Therrier 
and Nicolas with the FWD. 17s. 
Other Rideau Lakes competitors 
tackling the POR will include 
Brian Culcheth (Marina) and 
Keith Billows with the “Flying 
Fish Manchester Liners Escort 
All the expected North American 
‘and Canadian crews will be com- 


peting. 


Griefly... 


@Seen on the front of 
Edwards-Parton’s Escort at 
start of the Plains Rally last 
weekend was a vicious-looking 
“snow plough” protruding some 
distance from the bodywork. It 
will be remembered that on these 
events the penalty for body dam: 
fage is exclision . . . one can en: 
Visage a logical conclusion to 
this emergent trend an 
Escort shell completely | sur- 
rounded in fat dodgem car bum: 
pers and overhead semi-circul 
hoops, etc, ete. The situation de- 
mands instant attention otherwise 
we may reach a point similar to 
the ludicrous situation that be. 
came apparent in motor racing 
early in 1968 with the growth 
of high wings. Cars seen on pub: 
lic roads with such devices fitted 
can hardly help win the public 
either 

© Thanks to the West Somerset 
District Council, the South West 
Stages Rally which is scheduled 
for November 10 has had its 
principal stages severely cur. 
tailed, and drastic revisions have 
been ‘necessary. The forests in 
the Brendons area have had to be 
cut out of the route, and the 
rally will now start at the Exeter 


Crest Motel_on the Exeter by: 
pass at 09.30. About 35. miles 
Of stages are included in the 160- 
mile route. Principal _ entries 
amongst the 120-strong field in: 
clude’ Pat Moss-Carisson, Colin 
Malkin and Bob Chapman. The 
event Is supported by Esso. 

@ Team Robert Moss's entry for 
the RAC of John Jago and Dun: 
can Spence, the Chairman of the 
International Rally Drivers Club, 
will have extra one-off backing 
Tor the event from Spring Grove 
Services Ltd, one of Britain's ta 
gest workwear and linen rental 
Broups and a leading manufac- 
turer and distributor of dust con- 
trol equipment. The firm is based 
at Henley, Oxfordshire, and em 
ploys over 1,400 people in 15 
© Hartford Motors are joining 
with Dukeries Motor Club as joint 
entrant for Charles Eveson, who 
recently came third overall on the 
AP Stages. His co-driver is John 
Wileox, a foreman for Roger 
Clark at Hinkley, who is respon: 
sible for the preparation. The car 
is LVX 9483, one of the Safari 
Escorts which is now fitted with 
2 1910 ce pushrod engine 

© Since going to press the organi- 
sers of ‘the Charlesworth Lind- 
holme Rally have announced that 
thelr provisional results for 


Gordon Batchelor now in- 
clude a 60s penalty for jumping 
the start at Gamsion, stage num- 
ber six. This means that Batche- 
lor would finish second behind 
Mike Rawson, 

When Batchelor heard this he 
expressed surprise that this 
penalty should be enforced, but 
Said that he would leave the 
matter in abeyance until after this 
weekend when the results of the 
Hercock-Simpson are known. If 
he loses either the BTRDA or the 
CCC championship because of 
this penalty he will pursue the 
matter by way of protest. 

It is widely thought that an 
entry on a marshal's check sheet 
cannot be valid unless it helps 
to resolve an ambiguity on a 
competitor's time card. There 
have been very few instances of 
jump start penalties enforced in 
Britain although Markku Alen was 
penalised three times for jumping 
the starts on the recent San 
Remo Rally, On that occasion, 
however, the marshals check 
sheet took preference over the 
competitor's time card. 


© Goodyears have produced an 
attractive brochure’ explaining 
their rally tyres for their pros: 
pective customers, something that 
their confusing’ nomenclature 
makes almost essential. The latest 
rally racers are not included as 
they were announced too 


recently. Copies are availabl 
from Harry Gee, Rally Tyre 
Specialist, Goodyear Tyre | & 


Rubber Co (GB) Ltd, Busbury, 
Wolverhampton WV10 6DH. 


© A team of 8-port Marinas is 
being entered on the RAC Rally, 
with Andy Dawson/Colin Wilson, 
Pat Ryan/Roger Smith and Phil 
Cooper/Tony Viles as crews. 
Special Tuning are supporting the 
venture as are Avon tyres. Ryan's 
car is the one he rolled on last 
year's RAC when chasing Shekhar 
Mehta in the 1300 cc cla 
Cooper's car was used Inst year 
by Brian Culcheth on the Cyprus 
Rally and this year on the 1000 
Lakes, whilst Dawson's car was 
that seen during the year in the 
hands of Dawson for Car and Car 
Conversions magazine on the 
Armstrong Forest Rally. 


The year of 
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the Italian car — Rideau Lakes 
Davenport experienced no problems with the 205 bhp Beta Coupé. 


Simo Lampinen/John 


Rafaelle Pinto finished the Tour of Italy in a creditable fourth place 
ahead of much more powerful prototype cars. 


Sports extra 


edited by Bob Constanduros 


New hillclimb — Hill regains lead — Rose’s record — Drag 


RALLY 


Edwards-Parton—over and out 


George Hill/Kelth Wood regained the lead in 
the Motoring News/Weber championship 
series by scoring a runaway vietory on last 
weekend's Plains Rally, organised by a new 
team from Knutsford and District MC headed 
by Tony Goulding 

sa “traditional ns, and start 

from Border Garage, Welshpool 
racted a top class ‘entry, with 
McGarry the only “circus” driver m 
RS2000 having Ford 

Isewhere. 
d away in their usual 


ship 


in Group Viva, whilst Frank Pierson was 
year due to an engine failure 
lier in the week. Colin Francis therefore 


brought along Les Watkins, whose RS1600 
has an association with  Pierstune—Prank 
Plerson’s garage. Current MN leaders John 
Edwards-Parton/Don Davidson were at three 
Thomas Motors RS1700, complete 

plating” in the form of a crash 

the car—the penalty tor 


Dn this Welsh Association con 
being exclusion, 
Leyland were interestingly 


body damage 


trotled 
‘British 


The first hilletimb took place 
and clatmed second BTD although his ne 


at Ely Grange on Sunday 
rby farm meant he was almost the 
‘a GIS passes through the rural setting. 


Rod Chapman, abo 


sented at four by the Allegro 1750 of Don 
Kettleborough/Denls Osborne and the ex 
works Marina 1.3 of Phil Cooper/Dave Orrick 

The event was divided into three sections 
with two fuel halts; and comprised 70. time 
controls and three selectives, being almost 
wholly run over the classic roads of the “old” 
117. First crew to hit trouble were Bolton, 
Stephenson who ended their 100%. finishing 

rd this year by going straight on at T— 
ucturally damaging the car but totally 
femoving both headlamps and. auxiliaries. 
Kevin Videan, driving Lawrence Wells ex. 
Supersport Escort TC also retired here. Com- 
ing at the end of a rainy week, the Welsh 
lanes were liberally coated with mud, thus 
causing many offs and overshoots. ‘Ralph 
Collis/Andy Harrison in their Scandalec 
Hunter GLS were driven to frustration with 
arrangement totally unsuited to 
plication, and eventually started 
ails, 
‘A long loop south via the Stingwern Hill 
white saw Mick Briant/Jobn McKerrell. start 
thoir challenge by passing Ted Cowell/Julian 
‘whose RS2000 was plagued with 
He troubles. Jim Bullough/Barry Hughes 
hhad the navigator's magnifier burn out, and 
progress became somewhat hairy, while Don 
Kettleborough clouted a bank to the dott 
ment of his front. suspension 

John Morris/Richie ‘Tomkinson neatly im- 
paled their Escort’s radiator on a fence post 
Whilst Bryan “Doughy" Roe/Pete Forrester 
Were having a superb run in their Demon 
Tweaks Mexico. The organisers had been 
forced by “blackspots" Into using the field 
at Foe! Pawr (0203) (being infamous as the 
foad which brought havoc to the first ever 
Mexico round—the Oslo) which was a total 
quagmire. A marshal's Austin 1100 bogged 
down in the track, and in attempting to drive 
round this, Phil Cooper bent the propshaft of 
the Marina too badly to continue 

Hill’s Viva was banging is exhaust on the 
overrun, and would not pull cleanly but, that 
apart, was well in contention with "John 
Edwards-Parton and Bill Gwynn/Terry Thorpe 
who were eventually to inherit second place 

‘The second. section contained all three 
selectives. Hill set his domination on the 
event by being far and away the quickest 
over the group, 

Colin Mack/David Thomas in the Red 
Garages Avenger narrowly missed the trees 
at Alltfawr, but otherwise had a steady run, 
finishing, seventh. 

"At this point the Watkins/Francis RS1600 
held a fine second place, but were excluded 
for failing to correctly Observe a “give way" 
sign—it being ironic that Francis, who is 
secretary of the Welsh Association, should be 
the one to suffer, having also been once upon 
a time excluded with Malcolm Patrick for 
Using four auxiliaries shortly after that rule 
was introduced 

John Edwards-Parton was really motoring 
in his attempt to catch Hill, but was trapped 
by a deceptive 45° left, and literally flew 
over the hedge into a field, the car being un- 
damaged, but sticking fast 

The finish was at the Owain Glyndwr 
Hotel, Corwen, where, happily, there were no 
protests when results were announced. 

‘Coming only a week after the announced 
split of the Hill/Wood duo, the result must 
be a great morale booster for the Martin 
Group, whilst the rally itself was well up to 
the usual Plains standard. 


DAVE ORRICK 
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Sports extra 


RALLY 


Lepley’s luck favours Batchelor 


With Gordon Batchelor’s provisional win last 
Sunday on the Lindholme Rally, the race for 
both the BTRDA and the CCC'titles is now 
due for resolution this coming Sunday on the 
Hercock Simpson—with the odds heavily in 
the Newport driver's favour. With the best 
eight points counting, Batchelor has three 
points to drop in the BTRDA section whereas 
Lepley has none, but even so, Bateh»lor with 
93 points against Lepley’s 82 has a good lead 
—Lepley’ thought before the ‘start that the 
Lindholme must favour him, for he is fairly 
Tocal and the car had been extensively re- 
newéd after the Crystal Rally accident the 
Week before, Batchelor was four points 
behind in the BTRDA series and thre> in the 
CCC, and with a bit of luck both series could 
be clinched there and then, But life Is not that 
easy! Lepley stalled in’ water twice and 
finished nowhere. 

Hf quality of stages is an essential for rally 
success, then the Lindholme was a disaster, 
but the organisers made good use out of their 
choice of venues; and thelr keenness to do the 
correct thing was a welcome characteristic. 
The entry was kept to 120, and fully sub- 
scribed, though various faces were missing. 
Robin Farrington, David Jones and Whittal 
‘Williams were all absent, whilst Geoff Glover 
who had hoped to drive the rent-a-drive Dat- 
sun Sunny ay a shake down for the RAC, 
hon-started when he heard that his entry was 


Gordon Batchelor took first place (above) 
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turned down. Seems like a cracking good 
entry for that event if acceptances were based 
solely on quality! Philip Shaw was moved up 
the field after this good place on the Crystal, 
with Peter Clarke's old Escort, as was Jon 
Lloyd (Imp). 

The stages were either airfield or farm 
track, which. presents competitors with the 
choice of tyres, particularly as the longest 
stages were at Scofton, which has clean tar- 
mac. A couple of little airfield tests started 
the event, followed by two tracks, then three 
airfields, and so on, Several of the airfields 
were used as circult tests, and at Scofton the 
organisers had trouble as several competitors, 
in particular Colin White, Mike Rawson and 
Lloyd completed only one lap. Navigators had 
sketch plans to follow, with an instruction to 
pass a certain point "X" a given number of 
times before peeling off to the finish. As the 
fork before the finish came before the “X. 
Several drivers went the wrong side, thinking 
that it was possible to pass property’ on either 
side, and then found themselves flying past 
the finish board by accident, There was trouble 
on other stages as well, for Batchelor did one 
Toop twice on the second stage—which re 
duced his lead over Mike Rawson (Martin 
Group Ascona) at the end to only 13 5, Mike 
Fisher (Corgi Toys Escort) went. wrong on 
the final stage (the same venue as the second 
one) when he swears there was no arrow (0 
direct his course. 


Graham Lepley's face was traditionally long 
at the halfway halt, with two bad delays large 
in his mind; but ‘he tackled the remaining 
stages hard just in case the delays were later 
annulled. He was a little relieved that David 
Bell, fourth in the BTRDA and third in the 
CCE series, had retired (stopped at Scofton), 
but about Batchelor there was little he could 
do, The second half was shorter and drier 
than the first, except right at the end when 
the clouds opened and refilled the millions 
of puddles that the passage of rally cars had 
systematically emptied during the day. There 
Was a surprise in store, as Philip Shaw was 
challenging hard as well, even though he was 
driving on only road tyres (his service crew 
never reached the rally). Rawson was trying 
hard with a car that seems to go better as 
the months go by, but apart from these people 
it was a rally for the steady people. People 
who did not miss arrows, people whose c 


Mike Rawson was a spectacular second (below). 


never faultered. 
The second half brought few shocks, save 
for Lloyd who repeated his Scofton ‘error. 
This time there was no excuse, Colin Barrell 
had to slow in the later stages as his gearbox 
began to break up, Allan Allard began to 
slow when his supercharged Escort misfired 
mysteriously, whilst Cockerill survived. the 
rally with a'dodgy clutch, The event finished 
5 it began in Doncaster, at a club where 
entertainments were laid’ on whilst results 
were calculated. No attempt was made to 
make the results final 
was a pity because they were avai 
Inspection by 8.30 pm, and that was after 


AUTOCROS: 
Kiyanski goes FF? 


Richard Kiyanski won himself a day's fr 
Formula Ford tuition after setting BTD on 
October 13, at the Sussex CC autocross at 
Coombes, near Lancing, Sussex, On a sun 
drenched day he was best of a field of 57 
in his 998 Mini with a time of 2 m 20.5 5. 
Features of the day were two tremendous 
class battles between the Minis 

In the first, for those up to 865 cc, only 
‘one tenth of a second separated the first four 
drivers. Mike Jeffrey led the class of 10 on 
the first run but was finally pushed down to 
third by Terry Field, the winner, who did 
2-m 263 s with Paul Grant pipping Jeffrey 
for second on 2 m 264 s. Mick Thompson 
tied Jeffrey. but lost out on aggregate, 

Michael Wright and Peter Sharland were 
the other two Mini men in close combat, 
‘though Wright, with a time of 2 m 21.1 5, 
had 0.8 s advantage over Sharland in the over 
Iotitre class. Stuart Lyons and Dennis Towle, 
both in Anglias, were first and wecond in the 
up to 1300 cc front engined-rwd class. albeit 
more than 1.5 s apart and Alan Griffin had 
@ lonely time with his Spitfire while Barry 
Hazell (imp), took his class by 7 6. The w 
to litre Mini class was Michael Cooke’ 
from start to finish, his time of 2 m 22.3 8 

better than Jim Tyler. 


Home team’s Eppynt 


Bernard McLean and Roy Lancaster, from the 
promoting Quinton MC, gained a surprise win 
“by 54 s—when they won the Eppynt Stages 
Rally over a 66-mile route on the famous 


Army ranges last Saturday night, In their 
Cooper S they totalled 653 s on the 10 stages 


wile viet Price/buncan Webb second 
Sune Apne Renault on 7 = 

ie enfant Brice wag nicity a reserve 
and as Tite cy to get aun oo the 
ent" whch tad dem of 80 can, Toe 
year Sas haid‘up Yor Sot pte ora moet 
Shon 'Rithal was ie By's eat wie wae 
Tao's reeve an Escort bathe slered only 
DUNE $4 SRE 


a7 


Sports extra 


Geoft Spencer 


TRIAL 


collected his seventh class win on the Erne: 


‘Owen national trial 


Hinde’s depleted Owen 


Over the years the importance of the Owen 
Motoring Club. national production car ¢rial 
has suffered a slow decline in the entry, 
1d last Sunday's 50-odd contingent was one 
the lowest in the six years that the event 
went status, On a day when 
kept the Tattenhill course 
@reasy throughout, 
there were no surprises; the overall winner 
being Mike Hinde (it was an RAC as well as 
@ BT&RDA round), weflst with Geoff Spencer 
‘again taking the front enginedforward drive 
class the status quo was maintained at the 
head of the respective championships. 

Liverpool Motor Club member Barry Parker 
proved that his recent success on the Vessey 
event was no fluke when he took second to 
Spencer with this Cooper S. Spencer, who 
went to lunch with an 80 mark total, led 
Parker and John Hodgson (Mini), by 27 marks 
and looked to be heading for another over- 
all win, He failed to keop his sizeable lead, 
however, and Parker capitalised on the 
champion's misfortunes, and closed the gap 
to only 12 niarks at the end, Hodgson was 10 
marks further away for third spot in a class 
of 18, 

Denis Wells, who has had one of his 
poorest seasons with his Skoda, ed the con- 
ventional saloons initially as tis nearest rivals 
Mike Stephens (Mexico) and Charles Barter 
@opular),. suffered problems with their 
engines. The ever helpful Wells came to their 
rescue and promptly lost the class, and if 
‘there had been many more sections he would 
have probably been knocked to third by the 
two drivers the helped, 

‘Wells had taken an early four marks lead 
after the first tour of the sections, but 
Stephens blasted past him to go to the break 
four marks to the good. At this stage Barter 
was 21 marks behind Wells and in no 

inger apparently. The southemer, however, 
hada really wonderful afternoon, and with a 
total of only 79 marks he paralysed the class 
Of 11, and climbed to within nine points of 
Wells who had been unable to snatch anything 
back from Stephens who totalled 174 marks 
to Walls on 180 marks. 

‘Once again with only three runners the 


48, 


sports car class failed to feature in the 
index of performance. A double emered Dat- 
sun did not start when it was found to have 
@ dicky ‘dutch. Mike Harrison again beat 
Brian Betteridge with Malcolm Brown. third 
Harrison, inthe Midget and Betteridge 
(Sprite), ‘were blown off under similar condi. 
tions at the same venue earlier this year, but 
Brown was never quite in touch with’ the 
Midget v Sprite battle ahead of him, Harrison 
returned a total of 167 marks to head Bet- 
teridge by seven marks while Brown was 18 
down on the ‘runnersap. 

Colin. Valentine, continued his rise up the 
charts by notching another invaluable win 
in “Class” 4, his Stiletto collecting a. total 
of 164 marks to head a class of only seven 
by 34 marks. Colin Wild (imp), won a close 
battle for second trom Tony Millward's Imp 
by three marks. Bill Moflate and Mike Hinde 
took it tm turns to lead their class at the 
rear of the field most of the day. Hinde, 
however, edged ahead when & was vital and 
ran out with an 84 marks total In his. Clan, 
seven shead of Moffatt in his Ginetta, the 
pair again far ahead of the best of the Imps 
fn the hands of Ray Bradley, 


© With mainly good westher gracing the 
event, times were pretty good at last Sunday's 
Baitings Dam bill climb run by the MG CC 
(North West Centre). The club had 36 entries 
and John Barratt took his Beta 002 special 
to BTD in 34.58 s on his third run. A 1293 
Mini driven by Tony Pownall was second 
best in 34.97 5. 


SPRINT 


AMOC enthuse 


Atrocious weather all day failed to dampen 
the enthusiasm of the 59 competitors who 
attended the annual Aston Martin Owners Club 
‘sprint meeting at Curborough, Leics, last Sun- 
day. organised by Area 5," The Compass 
Trophy, for BTD, went to Cyril Baxter who 
took his Marcos-Volvo round in 42.58 5, 
Racing in nine classes plus the handicap 
began with six entries in the pre-war Aston 
class and Bob Fowler won this by more than 
a second driving a 1933 Le Mans car. Fowler 
did 51.68 s to be car driven by 
David Gay. There were 12 starters in the 
David Brown Astons class, which included 


ily’s DB2 in 48.03 s. Tom 
Butler, in the same car, wag second but more 
than a’ second off the pace. 


3 3 for DBs, DBRs, prototypes, etc, 
ight starters and the teft-hand-drive 
DB4 driven by Richard Williams 
narrow win in 45.88 from Craig 
‘another DB4 who had a best run in 46.06 5, 
In a field of 10 contesting the class for New: 
port Pagnell-built cars Peter Foster had a 
‘comfortable win in his DBS in 45.17 s beating 
the Robert Hamilton DB6 by almost a second. 
Twelve cars competed in the handicap and 
the winner was Paul Hipwell in the DB2/4 
with a 3.8 Jaguar engine who had a net of 
44.32 5, Tom Butler was again second In the 
DB2 with 45.99 5, Recovering from an alarm- 
ing moment early in the day when the Type 
43° took control for a moment John Horton 
placed his Bugatti at the head of 10 starters 
In the vintage and veteran class with a run 
in $1.97 s, holding of a challenge trom Derek 
Edwards in his Ulster model which returned 
52.125. Best of six starters in the ladies’ 
handicap in Astons was Mrs Jean Moss who 
did 50.63 » net in a DBS. 
In the two classes for sports and 
Des Richardson (Sprite) with 43.72 5 
uns (DB4) in 47.77 s were 
. despite the fact that Williams’ class 
contained eight Bristols. The three-car historic 
class was taken by the AC Ace of Philip 


SPRINT 


Record for Rose 


Midlander Bob Rose collected a new course 
record with his McLaren MI4D when he 
returned a time of 29.9 5 to head a field of 


37 at the South Herts MC sprint at Bassing- 
bourn Barracks, near Royston, Herts, tast 
Sunday. David Render turned up with two 


cars to collect a brace of class wins and in 
his Brabham BT29X he was only four-tenths 
behind Rose. 

With dry conditions for both runs two 
classes provided close competition. In the 
over 1300 saloons Steve Gilbey and Colin Buck 
were only half a second apart in their 3- 
litre Capris, Gilbey winning in 392 s. In the 
up to 1650 cc single-seater class Render had 
strong opposition from Rob Turnbull's Brab- 
ham BT35 but held on to win by four-tenths. 
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Sports extra 


Roland Pratt gave the Hillbillies Revell Scimitar Fun: 


Car its first race at Snetterton recently 


Drag news from the United 
States and sales in Britain 


‘At the recent US Nationals, Top American 
Funny car driver Don Prudhomme continued 
‘One of the longest and most successful win 
ning streaks of all time in the sport, coming 
into the Funny car elimination and’ running 
just hard enough to get to the final and then 
winning with a 6.33 5 over Billy Meyer, who 
had earlier set a new National record of 
6.195 in his Vega funny. He suffered from 
@ lack of traction in the final and slipped to 
6.46 5, 


Prudhomme's Army sponsored car came to 
the event with a whole string of 6.1 s runs 
to its credit, and a best of 6.01 5 set just a 
few days prior to the event—a staggering 
time that puts the car behind only a handful 
of Top Fuel cars in absolute performance 
Running the new 17 in wide 35 in tall M&H 
slicks, he qualified at 6.29 s on a rather 
indifferent surface but he was just pipped for 
the Number One spot by Meyer's 6.28 s, but 
went on to win without ever having to push 
the car to its potential 


In Top Fuel, low ET was set by Jerry Ruth 
at 6.073 s. Hank Johnson and Dale Funk 
recorded identical 6.075 s times with Carl 
Olson fourth at 6.079 s. Slowest of the 32 
car entry was a 6.30 s to show how incredibly 
competitive the scene is in America. Favourite 
Gary Beck, who has been enjoying a similar 
run to Pridhomme in Top Fuel could do no 
better than 6.21, with severe tyre vibration 
problems eventually taking him out of the 
Competition when he lost a wheel in the frst 
round, Eventually all the favourites fell as 
unknown Marvin Graham worked through 
with a 6.18 5, 6.19 s, 6.18 s, 6.08 s string to 
the final, Finalist Gaines Markley was no less 
consistent with 6.19 s, 6.18 s, 6.16 s, and 
6.18 s to the final, where he went up in 
smoke to Graham's Donovan powered. car 
with a 6.49 s to 6.17 s, Markley having a bit 
too much horsepower for the conditions in a 
gamble at beating the smaller but lighter 
engined car of Graham. 

Top Speed of the event went to Ruth at 
242.5 mph, with Shirley Cha’Cha’ Muldowney 
next at 241.2 mph, and over 100,000 specta 
tors were on hand to see the action spread 
over five days. 
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Lawrence Burn, who has been running both 
the ex-Roz Prior 454 Chev Top Dragster and 
the Avenger/Chev Senior Comp Altered this 
year has sold both cars within the past 
month, and was on hand at Santa Pod recently 
to see’ Clive Skilton crash in his new scqui 
sition-the GTX dragster. Following its re. 
build, Lawrence has decided co go ahead 
with ‘the deal and has plans to run the car 
next year with one of the iron 392 motors 
that was up for sale with the car, Following 
In Roz's steps, Liz Burn will continue to 
drive, having run an 8.9 s with the Chevrolet 
rail 2 couple of meets ago. 

Roz meanwhile, having just picked up 
sponsorship from Revell for next year, has 
lost the backing of Accles and Pollock, who, 
although well satisfied with their time in drag 
facing, have now stopped producing . the 
Chome-Moly tube thar Is used extensively in 
drag racing chassis construction, and. there- 
fore are diverting their promotional budget 
elsewhere. Like so many other drivers, Roz 
will be looking for someone else to’ help 
underlining the real need for a major sponsor 
to back a Top Fuel championship as the cost 
of running the cars continues to esca 


HILLCLIMB 
Incidents on new hill 


The combined efforts of Boro 19, Rochester 
and Tunbridge Wells motor clubs produced 81 
starters, fine weather and two hair raising 
incidents at the first ever hill climb at Ely 
Grange, Frant, Sussex, last Saturday. Although 
officials are ‘hopeful’ to run again on the 
1100 yds course, the event was being treated 
as a one off and was highly successful. With 
@ capacity limit of 1600 cc, BTD went to 
Richard Jones in his Surtees TS1O who did 
33.28 s, 

‘The two incidents involved Mike Bowers 
who did his Brabham BT21 a whole lot of 
damage near the finish of his frst run when 

ran out of road and John Colbourn 
atensively:modifed ‘ia 58 Jaguar when he 
clobbered the finishing line marshal's post and 
tipped his car on to its roof, 

‘Second and third overall and providing 
tremendous action in their private battle were 
Rod Chapman, who ferms part of the land at 

je venue, and his rallycross mate John 
Taylor. Both had BDA engined Escorts on 
hand and Chapman did Taylor by 0.07 s with 
8 time of 34.19 5. 

With about a quarter of the entry consisting 
of Minis in three classes, the first class, for 
850 cc models, went to Alan Richards who 
did 39.32 s to beat Alan Cordery by more 

@ second and a half. The up to 1 litre 
went to Colin Rogers In 36.29 s after 
& battle with Patrick Watts who did 36.77 4 
while George Champion was third In a cla 
cf 11 with 37.08, 

Best of 10 in the over 1 litre class was 
Peter Shepherd who returned 36,70 s to head 
Jack Davies by slightly less than half a second 
while John Watts, brother of Patrick, was 
hird but a long way off the pace. A second 
run of 38.07 s was good enough to give 
David Strange the up to 1300 ce. sports car 
class in his Midget ahead of David Beams in 
his Ginetta who did 38.24 s. The over 1300 cc 
class went to the Lenham of Terry Brown 
in 37.98 s from Colin Ling (Midget) and Hales 
Vaughan (TVR Vixen). The best of a small 
entry of GT and sports racers was the Mallock 
of Jeremy Hunt who did 34.32 s and Peter 
Voigt the hill climb) champion eased the 
Voigt-Renwick up in 3646's to take the 
award in the 500 racing car class. 

The last two classes were won by Terry 
Smith (Huntsman VBS) and Alan Seott (Scott 
Special). Smith did 34.51 s to take the up to 
1100 ce class from David Bassett (Shannon) 
with John Frampton (Terrapin) third. Scott, In 
his 1100 ce supercharged machine, was never 
@ match for Jones. 


AUTOCROSS 


Sprite’s narrow victory over TVR 


Hinckley driver John Mackley set BTD at the 
Fred Barnes Memorial Trophy autocross run 
by 432 (Solihull) MC last Sunday at Hockley 
Heath. In his Mini 1275 he did | m 7.8 $ to 
beat Bob Duthie's very quick 850 Mini by 
just three tenths of a second 

‘With a field of 52, three timed runs were 
allowed and the closest class battle was among 
the sports cars where Mac Hazlewood scored 
a narrow win in his Sprite over Howard 
Murray's TVR Tuscan by one tenth. Duthie 
was in excellent form in his Mini walking 
away with the class by some 
over Clive’ Holland. while Robert, Marshall 
did 1m 84 s in his big engined Mini to 
take Class G by some 5 s. Angus Martin and 


John Maguire (sharing with Mackley) were 
only a tenth apart in this class. 


© Best of only 17 starters in last Sunday's 
autocross organised by Telford AC at Rushton 
near Wellington, Salop, was Jim Jones. In his 
Cooper S he did 2 m 35.0 s to beat Tony 
Morris (Mint), by @ second. Morris won his 
class-and the other two class winners were 
Alan Meredith (Cooper), 2 m 57.2 s and Chris 
Brookes (Vauxhall Magnum), 3 m 3.2 5. 
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Sports extra 


‘Above left, Rob Turnbull 


SPRINT 


‘t BTD in the Brabham, although Jonty Williamson (above right) wasn't always pointing the right way 


Only two under 90 seconds 


Only two drivers got into the 90 s bracket at 
October 13's sprint at Wroughton, organised 
by the Bristol & Bath Centre of the BARC. 
Rob Turnbull took his Brabham BT3S round in 
95.54 s to win the Hippocrates Trophy for 
BTD easily heading Jonty Williamson in his 
Manpower Surtees who was more than 3 5 
slower. 

With an entry of 65 split into 10 classes and 
using two laps of the course, giving a 1} mile 
total, the day was without major incident and, 
Unfortunately, without any hectic class battles. 
In the up to I-litre frone engined fwd class, 
wisich had the second biggest total of entries 
at 12, Basil Dagge put it across the Mini men 
with his Imp doing 113.84 5 to lead Steve 


Harris by more than half a second with Paul 
Green almost a further second away third. 
Allan Humphries (Escort), had eight enths 
in hand Over Fred Henderson's Mini/Jag in 
the big front engined-rwd class. 

‘The 1101-1600 ce racing car class produced 
fa fine entry of 13 cars and Philip Anstruther’ 
March 702 emerged victor with a best run 
of 105.80 s. This was a handsome victory for 
Richard Cumming, jarch 702/722 was 
almost 3 s slower 
March was a huge 5 down on the winner 


TRIAL 


Dellow delights 


Geoff Spencer scored a runaway overall win 
on. the Bewdley MC's Valley Trial at 
Heightington near Stourport, on October 13, to 
collect the Habberley Service Station Trophy. 
In his Cooper he dropped only 65 marks on 
the 40 sections to head a field of 43 starters. 

‘The day's lowest total was returned by the 
Class 5 winner Mac Hazlewood who dusted 
off his Dellow to get round with 35 marks 
against. him but he had strong opposition 
from Terry Cooke (Imp) who finished only 
seven marks behind. 

Up front the 21-strong Mini class was won 
by the consistent John Hodgson who totalled 
125 marks. He had been only 18 marks be- 
hind ‘Spencer at the luncheon break but the 
latter piled on the pressure remorselessly 
throughout the afternoon making the rest of 
the class look silly. Behind Hodgson, Kevin 
Caley took the class second, 14 marks down, 
with Alf Williams (Cooper), third. 

Tt was a Skoda benefit’ in Ciass 2. The 
Coventry & Warwickshire teamsters Nigel 
Hugo (Combi) and Dave Smith (Octavia) 
finished on 139 and 140 marks respectively, 
but Dennis Wells had a poor day, for him, and 
‘was never in contention. 

‘Mike Harrison (Midget) beat Malcolm Brown 
(Sprite) in the sports car battle, Brown get- 
ting the better of things in the post-lunch 
period after he had cleaned his plugs and 
Rob Main took the small capacity Imp class 
on a 90 mark total, leaving Tony Millward 
behind to the tune of 12 marks. 

“overat=. ‘Geoperls 4 smacks taut. Clams 


{aint 2s” wares 
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SPRINT 


TVR takes BTD from 
Prior's FF Van Diemen 


Goodwood racing circuit, or at least 2.4 miles 
of it were in action again last weekend when 
Sussex CC ran their sprint meeting with 91 
competitors. Rain slowed times initially but 
the course dried out late in the day. Quickest 
of the field was Don Manley who got his 
TVR Tuscan ‘round in Im 382s to beat 
Steve Prior in his Van Diemen by just over 
half a second. 

‘Te SHARP driving school donated driving 
lessons to the best Sussex member, Anthony 
Bean, in his Midget who won the mod sports 
to 1300 cc class in 1 m 51.5 s, Mrs Rosit 
Corridon (MiniJem) who was best lady with 
a time of 1 m 585s and the third set of 
lessons went to a marshal who was drawn 
in a ballot. 

‘Two of the 17 classes produced double 
figure entries. In the prod sports 1301-2000 cc 
Fred Munns (Europa) won comfortably with 
1 m 555 8 from Guy Petherick’s Ginetta G4 
while John Trace was very close to Petherick 
in his Elva Courier. In the modified saloons 
up to 900 cc, the best of 11 was R. Brookes 
in his Longman Mini who did 1 m 58.0 s to 
beat Peter Knipe and Maytin Fowler by 2.5 s 
‘and 42 s respectively, the latter pair both in 


[FeAULY. Gear soery pee 


Nobby Cresswell takes 
first Stages rally 


King's Lynn and District MC organised their 


first Stages Rally on Sunday, October 13, 
and played cheir organising team in gently 
by Keeping a closed to club status to the 


surprise of some af their more stage rall 
minded neighbours who had hoped for a 
chance to tackle some really new stages, In 
particular the huge Sculthorpe airfield 

‘The event was a triumph for Nobby Cress 
weil’s ‘potent Escort-BDA. which dominated 
the event from the first stage, coring fastest 
time on all but one stage. A two-miler at 
Wormegay Fen opened the competition and 
promotly claimed the ex-Brundie, ex-World 
Cup. Triumph sof Maurice Carman and Bob 
Tinkler which ditched at high speed following 
suspension breakage. Despite a spin at the 
infamous PC Trial site at Blackborough End, 
the Cresswall/Springett. RS was still the 
fastest car. Several Minis almost ended their 
run here, in particular Stan Rolfe was in 
trouble breaking the transmission on his car. 
Farm roads at Rougham and Dunton followed 
with the 1300 Mini of Suichcliffe/Ludlow 
pulling back time and closing further on 
Cresswell on the five miles of Scutthonpe 
sirfiedd. 

‘On the final section at Tornham the red 
esawoll Escort was again fastest producing 
winning margin of 1m 14 


Keith Harvie’s news 


‘One of the few to make a substantial improve- 
ment at the recent rained out event at Santa 
Pod was Keith Harvie, who was running 
new American built Fuel Altered for the first 

ta Pod. Following its Snetterton 
gearbox failure, the team had got some new 
seals for their B&J three speed from Dennis 
Priddle, whose STP Avenger funny runs @ 
two speed of the same make. This is appar- 
enily a fairly common failure with the design, 
the very high hydraulic pressure used for the 
actual change blowing the rear housing seals 
Out of the case. 

With new seals fitted, the car launched 
strongly fo an 8.7's run, Keith shutting down 
very early as he felt his way into the car. 
Running on straight methanol, the car has 
already previously run a 6.99 s in America, 50 
it should provide stiff opposition for Dave 
Stone's Tee Rat, with a best of 7.7 s to date 
—although the car has yet to be really hard 
Pushed. 
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Phone AUTOSPORT'S Classified Department 
‘on 01-636 3600 up to 5 p.m. on the Monday 
before publication. Dictate your advertise- 
ment to one of our experienced staff, and 
Teave the rest to us it's that simple. If, 
however, you do have time to send in your 
Classified "advertisement with cash in 
advance, we'll give you a fat discount—40 
er cent. But remember, this discount only 
applies to pre-paid classified lineage ads. 


AUTOSPORT 


CLASSIFIED 


NEW CAR GUIDE 


JENSEN 


LAND-ROVER 


Lotus 


1973 (M) MGB GT V8 


Harvest gold, cloth trim, headrests, tinted 
windows, sunroof, radio, electric’ aerial 
Gin alloy’ wheols, 195/70 x 14. Klebers. 
compatition shock absorbers, iow mile: 


age. * 
HP or Part exchange 
Brixham, Sth Devon 2266 
(STD 080 45) 


Tel 


Lotus Elite 502, 1974. Regency 
red, oatmeal interior. Stereo, air 
conditioning, etc. 988 miles. 
£5550. 
INTERNATIONAL CARS 
(ALFRETON) LTD, 


Hall Street, Alfreton, Derbyshire 
Tel: Alfreton 2176 
Mercedes Benz Main Dealers 
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MARCOS 


MERCEDES-BENZ 


MINI-COOPER 


MORGAN 


Nova 


PORSCHE 


RELIANT 


SUNBEAM 


DAVID ANTHONY CAR SALES 


BOOKHAM, SURREY 
PERFORMANCE CARS 
Sunbeam Tiger, 4.7. VB. | Compe 
of the hing 


rg. Frag. Silver metallic btn 
Service histeiy “ior t 

1978 "Beoch Buggy. Fisted Variant en 

Carve. Only, SOB miles. Built op 

Barts. Full’ Webber eauiament. ‘Cost ine 


oF i200 
1974 “MGB, Spore 
Asstin He 
Personal number 

een UNWANTED EXCHANGES 
Mini Clubman Estate, 1973 


‘5000 “miles. 


(0/0 Ax" new 61526 


terior 


TEL : BOOKHAM 56412 
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On the 31st. October at 7pm the Earl's Court Motor Show range of BMW will be at 
Pimperne Garage, 25 miles from Bournemouth, for a unique display of these cars. The 
display will include a “Bavarian Evening”, when Wines and Beers will be served, whilst 
You inspect at your leisure, the cars in elegant surroundings. During the evening and on 
the following day you will have the choice of a free trial of any of the superb variety of 
BMW cars. On 2nd November Charles Dawkins of the “Bournemouth Evening Echo” 
will be test driving the Turbo and the CSI. Be sure you do not miss this important 
occasion, a special welcome to all BMW and Ferrari owners. 

Pimperne Garage 2 miles out of Blandford on the Salisbury Road. 


EMBLEM SPORTS CARS (UK) LTD. 
PIMPERNE GARAGE 

BLANDFORD DORSET. 

Tel: Blandford 2358 STD: 025-82 2358 


JAGUAR ‘E TYPE’ Vi2 2 + 2 i GERRY MARSHALL 


1972, immaculate. White/blue trim, sun: 
foot, auto transmission, _ stereo/radio. 
Berrack. ‘Chrome wheuls. 27,000, Service 
History. HP and Part exchange possible 
£1995. 


Tol: Famborough (Kent) 
TD 66) 57663 Tot: Graham at Raseinglana. (S70 050-278) 
ome Tak’ (Seytione) "only 


Jensen 
Hendon Way Motors Ltd ALFA 
393°5 Hendon Way NW4 rOnto®® HEALEY Tus) 


and, Service 
Sore orzoz wort 


“SBigeIne iV, AS ne sletrnacios, cra save bes’ Altea Marshal Wingteld 4, 868 Finchley Rowd, 
: East Horsleyai14 
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DON'T BE OFF THE ROAD WITH AN 


BEE oodrich AMERICAN CAR R. PRATT LIMITED 


GET YOUR SPARES & TYRES FROM 


ID. IB. MOTORS 262-210 High Street, <=> 


Tol: 0533 64343 of Leicester | | Suttoi, Surrey 


ine eatermance arms eng. Shrasam trent fenders and ar spiler of OGALER 


Seo Sot EES TEL: 01-643 3388 
Porsche Carrera RS 1973 = Dietinguiahee (Cov 


with dark bive 
Tangerine with black upholstery. Radio | ‘Sungym 
and stereo. Immaculate condition. ‘ 
£5750. 
Tel: 01-435 8210 (day), 
01-445 7612 (evening). 


SCIMITAR GTE 


Reg May 1972, Red, automatic. Fitted sun- 
root, stereo/radio anid good Cinturatos. This 


and is in immaculate condition inside ‘and 
Out, and can only be described as well above 
average, £1,925 


Tek: 01 3600 ext 307 business hours. 
Colchester 43434 evenings, weekends. 


MURKETTS OF HUNTINGDON 


LONDON SPORTS CAR CENTRE offer 
NOW OFFICIAL ALFA ROMEO AGENTS BMW 2002 TURBO COUPE 


Registered June, 1974. Finished in 
Chamonix white, Under 4,000 miles only. 
£3,850, 

Tel: Huntingdon (Cambs) STD 0380 
52694 (day) or Somersham 484 (evening) 


FOUR ASHES 
GARAGE 


Offer the following cars 


Aston Martin DB 2/4 Mk Ill with over- 
drive. Engine reconditioned this year. Car 
in excellent condition. 2 owners only 

£1200 


from chassis 
nt condition 
a £1800 


MG Midget 1971. 1 owner, in very good 
condition at £600 


Four Ashes Road, Dorridge, Solibull 
TEL: KNOWLE (STD 056-45) 2033 
or 01-272 6925 (evenings) 


MALLETT’S eMac, gnigon 0 omen 


MEW. FORDS EITHER IN STOCK OR FOR EARLY 


of Sleaford (== 


HIGH STREET, EDGWARE 
Tol : 01-952 6171 
Open 9.30 am. to 7 pm. 


MAMOS (creeNForD) 
LTD. 


WESTERN AVENUE. 
GREENFORD, MIDDX 


New Firenza high performance coupé 
(DROOP SNOOP) 


Ex-factory, immediate delivery, fitted sun- 
fool, stereo radio/tape. List price. Contact 
Sales Manager, Mr M. Gates. 01-578 0231 


LOTUS, ELITE, SABLE FOR EARLY DELIVERY 


29D (Owe) Met 


<Sidtuening, tinted glam. We eien SF FoGR ude Se Brice 


NIGHTLINE 


01-643 3388 2% 


Choice of all Saab Models 


NORTHGATE, SLEAFORD 
Tot: (052 93) 2728 
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ON THE BORDERS OF cr 
SGT pucks AND BERKS eA wee ronoeren 


Fitted with 


LONDON ROAD MOTORS 


OF PETERBOROUGH 
OFFER 


‘car, £200 
Contact - Andrew E: 


ek ko 


MAIN AGENTS FOR with 


GINETTA © SCIMITAR 


Sootrae s 


LOTUS 


FREE!! TOILET 
ROLL SUPPLIED 


RS3100 — FEB. 1974 


Yellow/black spoilers. Black interior 
WILL TAKE PART EXCHANGE 
OF LESS VALUE 


— £1,595 


Tel: Mr Slay, 01-521 2824 


Xue 42. 
with Sleek tn 


ALAN DOUBLE 
WEEKDAYS GAM 7PM Peterborough (0733) 67177 
SUnoavs 10Am-aPM ‘After hours Stamford 782516. 


CLEAR-OUT OF SUMMER TOYS FOR SALE 


eee] | Beers en ee a 
£7108, vs i I, no gle ire 81 
rates eos ae ene ° me 
is = Somme A aes 


Eligible classic 
‘championship. £1750 
Sports and high performance cars 
maintained and rebuilt 
Historic and classic car rebuilds, 
race preparation. 


W. J. RILEY 


Sports and Thoroughbred Motor Cars Ltd. 


Racing and Vintage Preparation and Repairs Otfer the following for sale 
BRABHAM 8123. Us 


Beariiatois nr Gakeara i niendltelce suspension, 1600 Piper twin cam engine, S-speed box, Alexis body works 


akham (STD 0572) 2010 SELECTION of Mk VI Bentleys 


COSWORTH FVA ENGINE. Newiand gearbox. fuel injection, ec, oflers around 000 
torus. 1600. twinccam ena ts 

TRANSAM FIREBIRD Tae Louie avon SAVER SEADOWE beneoron cose tre.coo 
tera AUDI 100 GL. Awomatc i009 

455 HO, S/C, C/R, Muncie gearbox. 1965 JENSEN CV8. Blue ‘e900 


4997 4} LITRE BENTLEY SPORTS SALOON. Excellent mechanical condition. Being resprayed colour 
Newly ‘rebuilt engine, Anson wheels, M To tnalee sigan ar ys} 
registered, £2300 ono. 


Tol: 01-458 2843. 


SELECTION OF PARTLY USED RACING TYRES. 


Main Agents Bosch Fusl Injection. Station Garage, Tenbury Wells, Worcestershire. 
‘Tet ses Sioa bi 
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CIRCUIT RACER ‘CLUBMANS. 
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FOR SALE — FORMULA 5000 


LOLA T332 
Complete 


TROJAN 101 
Complete 


Many spares, etc. Will split either. 
FORD TRANSPORTER. Carries 3 cars. Fully equipped. 
BEDFORD TRANSPORTER. Fully equipped. Will take ANYTHING in part ex !! 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
PHONE 01-568 4600 (DAY), 01-997 3641 (EVENING) 


FORMULA FORD 


FORMULA 750 
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Undoubtedly the most competitive 
and reliable saloon avaitable today. 
Earnings from this car in excess of 
£10,000 per annum. Spares include 
wheels and tyres, engine, gearbox, 
differential. and suspension parts, 
etc. 


THE SUPER SALOON £8,000 (Road car accepted in part exchange) 
nd 74iGuper:sebon Sores MICK HILL RACING - DRAYCOTT - DERBY 


Outright Winner DRAYCOTT 3319 OFFICE, NOTTM, 55046 


Telephone NOTTINGHAM 55046 


GRAHAM GOODE | RACING MOSK VICH 


Production saloon Class D currently leading the class in 
offers for sale Gnd’ Triplex ‘Championships. Both, Peter ‘Sopp and. T 
Ld Sie offering their two fine cars, fully. prep 


both Britax 


One of the most immacu: 
late and competitive 1000 
cc. saloon cars in the 
country. Forward trust 
$000 ce championship win: 
ning car, Full. specification 
on request. Best offer over 
£1000. 


Phone Peter Jopp at 01-995 0575 or John Conder (the genius who 
prepares them) at Peterborough 54509 or speak to us at Thruxton 
‘October 27 of Brands November 3. 


Tel : Leicester 57504 


CUSTOM MADE HARRY STILLER F5000 


B24 F5000. Chevron B24 F5000. The car Alan Jones 
drove on Sunday to a certain Sth place if the ignition 
lead hadn’t fallen off. Ask Jones, he says the car is 
capable of 1.24. 

B24, rebuilt Morand injected engine, 0G300, new 
Firestone slicks, brand new Goodyear wets, com- 
pletely rebuilt. It looks like new. Spares and spare 

gears. £6000. 
Part exchange road car or racing car. 


offers for sale his & 
successful 


DULON MP15 


‘Stuart McCrudden’s 
Championship- 
contending Renault R5 


FOR SALE AS 
RACED £1,000 


JAMES BARR & SONS ENGINEERING LTD, 
Rainsford Road, Chelmsford. 
Tel: Chelmsford 53503, 


Also 


CHEVRON B23 SPORTS CAR 


B23 FT200, BDG 1995 cc. Just rebuilt, brand new 
body, new slicks and brand new wets, spares and 
gears. £3000. 


Part exchange road car or racing car. 
Tel: 01-459 6534. 
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LOW COST RACING LTD 


Sponsors of the Formula 4 Championship 


We would like to offer our congratulations to Nick Crossley on winning this year's Formula 4 Championship and to Lorina Boughton 
who $0 nearly pulled it off, but still secured a fighting second place. This year's Championships achieved a new level of compel tive. 
fess and Formula 4 can now be fully recommended, not only to drivers moving up from F1300, Monoposto and Formula Ford, but also 
to competitors who enjoy close exciting racing but can no longer alford F3 or Atlantic. 


We are now in the process of rebuilding and reconditioning various cars plus 2 betch of engines up to potential race winning spec. 
This season we have been involved in nearly 20 Formula 4 cars and hope all our customers have had a qood season and are satished 


with the standard of workmanship and value for money we offer 


F4 CARS CURRENTLY AVAILABLE 


ix'9. genre 
seieamers"Graginer, "wings, B'S sicks, ete (ovcture Actospart 
1/4774." Gage 0) f 

DRABHAM ATE" Nice sxampis of i 

f 


Too ca ta “op * ra 
3 


iH HG bos The immacula 
“to opin Fa7at only. ieee ne id 
Trailer incladed nn” e576" (No VAT 


OTHER VEHICLES 


ESCORT MEXICO. f 


(ion Fitted extinguisher system and rebuilt ‘motor 
In Mexico racing "e380 


ALLEGRO 1100 ec 


ROLLING CHASSIS—suitable Monoposto, Hills or F4 


BRABHAM BT18. Monopasto Malar 


ORABHAM OT 15/21, We 
i tonstruct BY 18/21 


3000 ce almost new £4. MAE in. superb order cos 
1000 Se Mallory Park Fa. Record holder. be: 
4000 Se Hotway R70- To be rebuilt shortly 
‘All our 1000 eg F4 motors are downdraught and 
thee. “All our ‘customers enjoy th 


jecord of “success plus 3 "9003 
iablity ‘tector 


GEARBOXES 


HEWLAND MK 8. Inboard brake. 3 type box S:spe 
USD. "Choice oi2 One ot €200 and one uly el 


HEWLAND MK 8. ‘speed. 8.35 CWP, Brand now czas 
HEWLAND MK 6. 4-sp20d, 833 CWP. Good order eves, 
IMP road type gearbox. Good autor @o 


1031 CWP ang 
‘or ao 


i we ew £12.60. Used trom €8 8-0 


SPARES 


RACE CAR PREPARATION 


Que shitieg stat are now 


Sarmore work, ot you are ‘onside ton we ‘ean 
Your svailable budget. Come. and discuss. your 


ime. belore roi, ext season. NOW 15 


CURRENT SPECIAL OFFERS : 


SAFETY BREAKER. The anti-skid dev 
Ex7so ose 


CAR COVERS. Suits most conventions! shaped sin 
Toned carsh in FS7bayMono/® Ford Giamwe 


2) eas nickor 


sof Mag-Lac, black wrinkle finish and VHT exhaust 
ross ealoure. £1.68 cach 


EAR MUFFS. To take the scream out of screamer, £2.95 each 


Part-exchange—road or race considered 


Our prices are shown exclusive of VAT unless stated 


LOW COST RACING LTD 


UNIT 3, WRECCLESHAM TRADING ESTATE, WRECCLESHAM RD, FARNHAM, SURREY 


a 


Telephone FARNHAM (02513) 6666 


AUTOSPORT, OCTOBER 26, 1974 


RACING AND COMPETITION CARS 


Sports and Performance Cars 51-54 * Racing and Competition Cars 54-62 + Autosport Market Place 62-64 


to purchase one of the 
le Special/Super Saloons in the country. 


SPECIFICATIONS 


16 valve 250+ bhp engine (only 7 races 
since new; 


ZF 5-speed gearbox, twin plate clutch 
Umited slip differential 

10in front and 12in rear Minilites. 
Goodyear slicks and full set of latest 
Goodyear F1 wet tyres and whools 
F5000 ventilated front discs and SMT 
developed split braking system 


TRACK RECORD 1974 


Ten 1st places this season 


Outright saloon car jap record at 
Ingliston 52.2 
Thruxton—1.256—Croft 1.10.8, 


Class win Scomtish Saloon Championship 


2nd place Nurburgring 300 km. 
3rd place Super Saloon race at Thruxton 
This car has had nearly 40 race wins 


PRICE 

This car is literally EEEEs 
cheaper than other Super 
Saloons currently on the 
market—and has beaten 
most of them anyway. 


Full race suspension, foam-filled in total 
bag tank, etc 


For further details, contact Walter Gray at SMT, Perth. Tel : Perth 26241. 
We'd like to take this opportunity of thanking our Sponsors—Castrol, James Car Deliveries, 
Sears Finance—for their support 


Pen a ene 


é FORMULA SUPER VEE : 


Royale RP 18A available as Rolling Chassis or fitted with either of our 
various Super Vee engines we have for sale including Lerdigger and a 
Broadspeed engine this car has done 7 races from new only, also tran- 
sit transporter which will hold Super Vee or Formula Ford. 


WANTED 


We require six Formula Atlantic engines 


D. C. Cook Racing 


High Street, Wath-on-Dearne, Nr. Rotherham 
Rotherham 873407 


meee 


nanan” 
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ROBERT RYAN RACING 


wish to sell the very successful 2 litre Broadspeed Escort as driven by Alec Poole. 


Many spares including slicks and wet tyres. Offers around £4,400. For further details 


Tel: WYTHALL 823371. 


F5000 FOR SALE 


PATRICK 
SUMNER’S 
ex-Bob Evans 
TROJAN 


So why not race 

‘or go Sprinting or Hill 

ourse record ot the 1974 
Brighton Speed Trials driven by myself and David Purley 
A perfect car for the private entrant. 
Comple t-up offered comprising well maintained chassis 
fieted with Smith-Chavrolet, two races since rebuild, wets, 
Spares including nose section, complote spare Smith-Chevrolet 
stripped for inspection, much ‘travelled Transit with awning, 
and trailer. This car must be sold and should not be confused 
with other examples of this marque 

£7500 ono. Might split 
Tel: Birdham, Sussex (0243) 512436 


(On or after the 28th November 


CHEQUERED FLAG 


ENSIGN 
LN74A 


As raced at Clubmans Championship, only six races 

from new, fabulous Libre car with 1850 cc Hart, or 

Atlantic 74 spec, LEC. £3,400 with either engine or 
£2,400 less engine. 


Contact Ray Mallock, Roade 862416. 
AUTOSPORT, OCTOBER 24, 1974 


HAWKE D11/12 
FORMULA FORD 


Complete 1974 racing outfit for sale due to sudden 

change of plans. Car complete with trailer and all 

spares including spare engine only 2 races old, gear 

ratios, uprights, wheels and tyres. Everything needed 

to go racing including an entry for the Formula Ford 
Festival. Price complete £2800. 

Phone: Stevenage 4834 (day), 59134 (evenings) 


RICHARD CRESSWELL'S TRICENTROL 
CHAMPIONSHIP WINNING 
PHANTOM SUPER SPORTS 


Championship this highly compotitive car is 
waz Holbay, engine Gar and engine: heve fu 


ides: Dunlop slicks and wet 
round. "Bullet box "with 


SPARES, tor sale: Completely reconditioned Racket gearbox. Qua 
2500 gears, Lowe ree 
‘DuniSp slicks, pair 185 /800-13, pair 225/S0014 BMC ditt 


‘ol : Leamington Spa 22373 after 6 pm. 
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The Chequered Flag 
Brabham BT42/2 


The ex-Watson/Ashley Brabham BT42/2 is for sale 
with or without engine together with a comprehensive 
list of spares. This F1 car would also make a very 
competitive V6 F5000/hillclimbs, libre/or sprint car. 
The engine is DFV 066 ex-Tyrrell recently returned 
from a Cosworth rebuild. 
Enquiries 01-952 0022 


THE HERMETITE CAPRIS 


Tel: Wormley (082879) 2263 or 2270 evenings 
MANNS GARAGE 


STUART GRAHAM’S GROUP 1 CAMARO 


is for sale 

Spiny < J 
1974 Tarmac British Champion, 1974 RAC 

TT winner, class winner Castrol Touring Car 
Championship, etc, etc !! 


The most successful car in Group |. As raced 
by Stuart Graham 


Never damaged or even spun all season! And very carefutly used! 
PRICE £6000 with some spares. 
Road car or similar in part ex. 
Contact Stuart Graham for details 
Aston, Nantwich (027078) 300 day 
or evening (027078) 260 


SOHO GARAGE (WILTS) LTD. 
STUDLEY. NEAR CALNE, WILTS, 
‘TEL: CALNE (STO 024.981) 2337. 


TEAM BRASIL 


OFFERS FOR SALE 


FORMULA FORD MARCH 


Scholar engine, Hewland Mk8 gearbox, 1974 


ENSIGN FORMULA 4 


R70 Holbay fitted, 2 races only since extensive 
rebuild, professionally fitted at low cost, 
competitive car, spares, etc. Further details 


Tel: Chesterfield 71612 or 71614 


chassis, beautiful for conversion to formula 
Superford. Spares, trailer, immaculate. Ready 
to race. £1200. 


Tel: Nickie Leon, 01-686 3551 


8 
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oe ise 


Offer for Sale 


One F2 273 GRD Chassis No 061 


As a rolling chassis updated to 1974 spec. Hewland FG400 gearbox, 2 nose cones (one 
chisel type, one full-width type), Konis all round. £1400. 


Two BMW F2 Racing Engines 
Rebuilt price £7000 for both, or £3,500 each 
7 10in and 5 14in, 2 15in 
Wheels with tyres. Firestone slicks and wets. 

1 FG 400 
Gear ratio. Complete. 


One Ford D550-462 Transporter 
Equipped with electric winch, workshop, tyre racks, ramps, Kawasaki 220 volt electric 
generator, tent, 4 spots, radio with extra speakers for outside, room for three F2 cars. 
£5,500. 


One F3 March 743 
Complete with Toyotanova engine. Plenty of spares. Offers 
Contact Gunnar Nillson, Bicester 3993 day. 


MACDONALD SHAND PROPERTIES 


Both cars ate in immacul en maintain "i ing gear ratios and complete Scholer 


Transporter : “"L"* Registered Transit Marquis LW V6 en: ate 


Tel: Graham Hamilton at Kickbean 217 or Stu art Lawson at Kirkliston 750 for further details 
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A REALISTICALLY PRICED SUPER SALOON 
THE IMMACULATE EX WORKS 
LOTUS CORTINA FVA 
OF GRAHAM HILL FAME. CTC I4E, 


gust fn 
ha 


Soper’ xt 5 
ig sul th Group 2 trim. Could be 
d 


, Dinnington 2071 (near Sheffield) 


‘daytime 


RACING CARS 
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WRALLY CARS 


AUTOSPORT MARKET PLACE 


Sports and Performance Cars 


51-54 + Racing and Competition Cars 54-62 - 


Autosport Market Place 62-64 


BALANCING 


CARBURETTERS. 


WEBERS 


CHRIS MONTAGUE CARBURETTER CO. 
9390/2 FINCHLEY ROAD, LONDON NW2 2HP. 


V.W. DERRINGTON LTD 


FORALL 


HEWLAND 
GEARBOXES 


oftBUILOS—REPAIRS—NEW AND 


WEBER CARESEETIERS, 


RACING. GEARBOX CENTRE 


Paddenewick, Rood. 


fonder. 
Tat Shee O70 (aay) 
‘erat (eight) 


RACING TRANSMISSION SERVICES 


YOUR NORTHERN AND MIDLANDS 
HEWLAND AGENTS 


Gearboxes, Spares and Repalt 
For prompt and efficient service 
‘telephone: 0832 40606. 

Overseas orders welcomed and promptly 
executed. 


RACING GEARBOXES LTD. 


MANCHESTER STREET, DERBY. 
A member of the Alan Smith Group. 


INSURANCE 


SPORTS CAR IN 
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HOME STUDY 
CAN TAKE YOU 
TO THE TOP 


in the vast 


DODGE SUPERIOR 2200 MOTORHOME 


VIP interior finish including root air conditioning, auto air con 
ditioning, 7 cu ft fridge, deep freeze, central heating, © 
tank, 30 gation water tank, wé jolding tank, hot 
water, flushing toilet, shower, 4-bumer cooker and oven with 
extractor fan, Full tinted glass, full fly shields, tow bar. Sleeps 
6 in comfort. 5000 watt Oman generator, 110V und 240V mains 
connection and many other numerous extras. Low mileage 
£8750 ono. 


PART EX ROAD CAR 


auto industry 


Big opportunities are going begging for lack of 
qualified men. Whatever your interest in Auto 
Engineering, we can give you the vital know-how at 
home. in your spare time. Send for really helpful 
76-page book—FREE. 


= = POST FOR FREE BOOK = om 


{| 4mm mass: © vipLoma © CITY & GUILDS CO | 
I General Auto Engineering [) Diese! Engineering 


1 CHEVRON B25/B27 


complete with 1930 cc BDE engine (270 bhp) and FT200 box 
4 roar wheels/tyres, 2 front wheols/tyres, spare B25 body. 
numerous gear ratios and other spares. Now being modified for 
1975 season, with brand new alloy engine, and FG400 box 
£4950 the lot. Part exchange road car due to complete change 
of plans. 


‘Shardiow 


intenance and Repair Service Station Management 
Tel: Sheffield 661779 day time Baslow 2353 evening oon ot leg hile tation Management Cf 


J] Poses send FREE book 


J nme 
VEL'S PARNELLI JONES RACING I 
Address I 

require 
RACING MECHANICS | 
1 B.L.E.T. ass 10 1 
Please wate giving full detale of past axperency wo Andcew Ferguson ALDERMASTON COURT, READING RG7 4PF. I 


ember ABCC 


Accredited by CACC, 
VEL'S PARNELL! JONES RACING 
nat Caristam Norwich NOR SOW Nortotk —_ a = — 


BRITISH INSTITUTE "OF "ENGINEERING TECHNOLOGY 
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ROLLING ROAD 


SERVICES 


———— 
ALDON CARB & IGN SERVICES 


SITUATIONS VACANT 


stout moter rating 


SITUATIONS WANTED 
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TRANSPORTERS 


SPHERICAL BEARINGS 


WANTED 


STEERING WHEELS 


TIMING EQUIPMENT 


For all wheel problems contact: 
MOTOR WHEEL SERVICE AND REPAIR CO. 


71 Jeddo Road, Shepherds Bush 
London, wiz 
01-749 1391/2 


enything, tg loud up and race for £B60,.Can be apen at Mallony 2708 Oct, 
Rn ein pes St Edm 88 “a 


DRIVER LOOKING FOR DRIVE. 
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CONTACT THESE FORD 
RALLYE SPORT DEALERS FOR 


ALL YOUR AVO PARTS AND 
EQUIPMENT 


Service Garage Barnsley ok 
RALLYE SPORT DEALERS saniennOnie oF LeEDs 
pela ROGER CLARK CARS 


ADLARDS 
Rallye Sport Centre 


For Slough & Uxbridge BARNSLEY o 53 SOUTHSIDE 
; a amen and Eauip ire ‘CLAPHAM COMMON 
PETERFIELD AVENUE COVENTRY ROAD LONDON swa 
sLoucH Tot: 0226-5741 Contact: lan Richardson or 


NARBOROUGH 
Leics, 


Tel: Slough 36111 David Ashford BOA. RS: 


HIGH STREET 
UxBRIDGE 
Tel: Uxbridge 334444 


om > |i 


Tol: 083.729-3212 


Tot: 017-733-5511 
Telex: 916734 


ot: 0532-443131 


V.M.W. MOTORS 


253 BADMINTON ROAD 
COALPIT HEATH 
BRISTOL BS17 1QN 
Tol: (0454) 7 8271 


ALEXANDERS 
OF EDINBURGH 


116 Sombie Street 
Edinburgh EH3 8DM 


Most RSs available tor 
immediate delivery 


Tel : 031-229 3331 


2 ESS 
TriceNtro. cars itp.| Gilbert Rice Ltd, | <=> aaa | <=> SESS | y.B.M. Motors 


39 Robjohns Road Neaacne 
Widford industrial Estate Wills Road CORDINERS GARAGE LTD. | CENTRAL MOTORS esersreT ie 
Shekstordy Fesee mbridge MENZIES RORC. Belgrave Gate Melton Rd Tec seeneereT 

F your Comeaa ABERDEEN. SCOTLAND 4 
pare & eauimnent Tel: 0223-48151 Tel: 0224 52206 Tetepeat, "Yel: 007724 
ioe ALSO AT ci F 
Iamnadate: deiive0y 52000 ond MEXICO pee c ; 
$2000 and MEXICO BANE 2673 Tinve 


Tel: 0245 64111 


eon (orm 


immediate delivery BUCKIE 2321 


ail ; a : 
LEICESTER eka 


9 times out of 10 
a good motor oil 
is good enough. 


Mostof the time, and for many drivers, 
a.good motor oil will give a car's engine as 
much protection as it needs. 

Butthere are times, such asin hard 
motorway driving, when an oil is pushed 
dangerously close to its limit. Itcan happen 
too when you accelerate hard, when you 
start up from cold or when you add the extra 
load of a caravan or trailer. These are the 
times, when the engine is subjectedto 
severe stress, that the risk of breakdown 
is greatest. 

Ifyou are familiar with conditions like 
these, then you need Mobil SHC Lubricant, 
for greater insurance and greater peace 
of mind 


Mobil SHC is the first of a new generation of engine 
lubricants — Synthesised HydroCarbon. It looks like a 
conventional oil but there the similarity ends, because the 
weaker molecules which tend to limit the performance of 
traditional oils under extremes of stress are not present in 
Mobil SHC Lubricant. 

In thousands of miles of comparative testing on the road 
and in the laboratory, Mobil SHC is consistently demon- 
strating its superiority over a wide selection of conventional 

oils. Itgives greater protection than even premium 


multigrade oils. It gives quicker start up from 
cold than special arctic oils. It guards against 
falling oil pressure and is shown to reduce 
lubricant consumption by an average of 40%. 
Results of exhaustive wear tests show even 
more dramatic superiority. 

Thus Mobil SHC Lubricant guards the 
investment you have made in your car tar 
more effectively than mineral oils, and over 
a wider range of driving conditions. 

Mobil SHC may also be safely mixed with 
any conventional oils. (But why reduce its 
benefits by dilution?) 

For a motorist who demands top 
performance, knows the true cost of motoring 
and values the investment he makes in his 
car, nothing compares with Mobil SHC 


Mobil SHC is approved by the BLMC Group, Ford, Vauxhall and many other international car manufacturers. 


Mobil SHC if you wont settle for less than 10 out of 10 


